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THE 

EDITOR Ttf THE READfeli, 

CODRTEOUS Rsj(DfcB, 

W^lwivfe feeftthe beginning of * 
, great Revelation, the Revc(h of tbir-- 
teen nobie Provinces j but we have not yet 
fccn the end pf it : whatevef» or when- 
ever, that fhall be, we, in the interim^' 
think it our prfifej^onal duty* indipendanl 
of our intcrcfts, to record, for the ipftfuc- 
fion or amufcmefit of Poftcfity, all FadtSjf 
Sentiments and Opinions, cpncerning this 
gr^at and important Tranfadion, that comet 
within our knowledge and power; and 
more efpecialJy fuch documents, as being 
founded on general principles of found pO'' 
|icy, fecm to be .the .genuine prcKjuftions 
of fober men« untainted by factions. And 
although the .Gr^WiT^/V of :^ preient ago 
in our Nation* jeem to have profited litUc 
by the HiHtories of the Revolutions of 
Switzerland,, pf the Ne^berkndst and of 
^ur own Country, in the three lalt cen- 
turies 3 being perhaps more delighted, with 
perufing the Narratives ' and Me^oifs of 
iCas. Heroic XJfttrfations of the Kings of Den* 
mark ancl Sweden, and of other Monarchs, 
over thofe JegaJ Rights and Immunities of 
dieir Fellow Creatures, which, they wertf 
tti^i and fwdrn, fo defend ^ we do not, 
£ how- 
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2 The Editor /tf/Atf Reader. , 
however, on that account, relax our honeft 
endeavours for the improvement of the pc- 
liiical Virtue and Morals of Mankind. 

The giddy and unthinking of the prefent 
age, not fufficiently warned or intimidated 
by the apprehenlion of Maladies,' which 
are defcribed, m many grave and learned 
Authors, to be the certain confequences of 
their debauched Lives, fufferthemlelves to 
be fatally convinced by fad Experience ; 
Yet their negligence does not prevent the 
medical Philotbpher from continuing to 
communicate bis farther Difcoveries from 
repeated diHeftions of difeaied bodies. 

In like manner, we go on, coUefting 
every thing that may contribute to (hcvr 
pofterity, what were the general fentiment* 
of private, as well as of public perfonSr 
during the progrefs of this great Revolutioni. 
To this end, we have, in this Velatnct 
collected, from the Icattcred pagfes of the 
London Evening Poft, the Sentiments and 
Opinions of H>e ff'efi India Mercbantt hifr 
Friends and CorrefpondentSj on this inie- 
Tcfting Subject, agreeable to the defire ex*- 
- preffcd in fai« 1^ Number. 

l^AREWELL* 
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THE 

WEST INDIA MERCHANT. 

TAKEN rnOM THE 

LONDON EVENING POST of Jakuary, 1776.' 

NUMBER I. 

S I R, 

HAVING fpcnt the greateft part oiF 
my life in a compting-houfe, I ne- 
ver troubled my head much about, the po- 
litical difputes between minidcrs and anti- 
miniftersj till this laft great topic concern- 
ing America compplled me to take notice 
of it, as it broke into rny compting-houfe, , 
and gave a ftipck, through the whole cir- 
cle of my dealings, to that little property 
which 1 have been all my life labouring for. 

The |ate extenfion of the Weft-Jndia 
trade in the Ceded Iflands, appeared to mc 
in fo gdvantagirous a light, that about five 
years ago I quitted another branch of bu- 
finefs, and adventured my whole capital, 
for confignments, among the new planters. 

The confident language of the Miniftry 
laft year, who afTured us that our difputes 
with North-America wquld be fettled in a 
few months, kept me tolerably eafy, iho', 
impreflions made on me by '^he rational 
doubts and forebodings of many of our 
' B 2 body. 
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body, as cxprefled in our petitions * to 
Parliament, obliged mc to think ferioufly 
apd ftca4ily on the fubjctft, though to ia>y 
fliame, I own, I did not fign thofc pe- 
titions. 

Unhappil/, every thing affcrted by the 
Miniftiy has been falflfied by events, vrhitfh 
have proved the, forebodings of the plan- 
ters to be too true. But (as I have faid 
above) having confined my attention pfin- 
(cipally to the perfcdl undcrtlanding of 'my 
own' bufinefSy I generally concluded- that 
men, who fct fhemfelves up for. Minifters 
pf State; would, in like manner, apply 
themfclvcs ftudioully to te maftcrs of tbeir 
trade, iand confequcntly 'that their fchcmes 
and plan^ would be equitable,, rational, 
praftipable, and fo probable for their exe- 
cution, that the odds of fiiccefs (Iiould, al- 
ways be greatly in their favour. ' The whole 
train of events for fome years paft, and the 
mifcrable ftate to which our trade and na- 
tional profperity are now reduced, convince 
me of the contrary in every point. 

My cbrrefpon dents in Grenada, Tobago, 
St. Vincent's^ and Dominica { whole calcu- 
lations of great crops have hitherto fo far 
deceived both themfelves and me, that I 
have advanced both in money and credit 
ty much too far, without the returns I 

■ • Sec the account of the Petition in Almon's Parlia- 
niencary Regiftcr, vol. I, pages 131 and 317, and ip 
Remembrancer, vol. II. p. 102. 



Jiad reaibn to expeS) now call upon me to 
.fend them dut provifiohs apd lumber'from, 
Europe, or they muft inevitably be ruined 
for want of tliefe fupplies, which hitherto 
they had at a moderate price from North- 
America, in exchange for their rum^ which 
Jiow, fince the lofs of that market, will lie 
as a dead itock upon their hands. To make 
^uch a farther advance as this demand re^ 
quires, while things are more likely to grour 
^orfe than better, has thrown mc into fuch 
a perplexity, that I know not how 1 can pro> 
«eed, or what to do. If I deny the requcft, 
•J rujn my correJpondents,and perhaps lofe 
piy capita), ■ If i comply with it, 1 entan- 
gle my felf'ftiJI -further, perhaps to be more 
fompleatly ruined at lad:. The agitation 
of my muid; u<^der this dilemma, lafl night, 
produced the following dream : 

** I thought^ that having adventured fo 
much of my property in the new Iflands, 
I had determined to make a voyage there, 
to be,at hand' to levy on the effeds or cf- 
tates of my correfpendents, as prudence or 
neceffity might direct me, but in my paf- 
fage waa taken by a North American pri- 
vateer, in view of a fquadron of French 
and Spanifli-raen of war, and was carried 
to Philadelphia, where I heard a treaty was 
juft Concluded with France, Spain, and 
Pruffiaj thit th? Spaniards had propofed to 
have Jamaica in exchange for the Ifland of 
Porto 
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Porto Rico ; but the Congrefs infifted,. that 
(as they had been obliged to affert their in- 
dependence in oppofition to a barbarous, 
ininifterial faiflion, which not only endca- 
youfed to trample on their rights, natural 
and civil, but in the execution renounced 
thelawsof humanity)'it would il! become 
them to barter away the poffeffions of theif 
brethren in Jamaica, without their own 
confent. But if the planters of Jamaica, 
ori being confulted, could be convinced 
that the Ifland of Porto Rico would af- 
iford them cftatcs equivalent to what they 
now poflciRd, and fufficienily indemnify 
diem for the charge of rentoral, and 
would on that account confent to the 
propofed exchange ; they would then ac- 
commodate the Spaniards in this propo^^- 
^ion, as it would bring their brethren fome* 
what nearer to them. But as this was not 
then in their poweri they agreed on an al- 
ternative, that Porto Rico (hould be ex- 
changed for Jamaica or Penfacola, at the 
option of thp Congrefs, who knew, at all 
events, what happincfs they could confer on 
the inhabitants of the latter, by removing 
them from their prcfent mifery. France 
had St. Vincent's, Gi-enada, and Dominica j 
and Pruffia had Tobago, fccurlng to thi 
inhabitar>ts of thefc four'iflands their pro- 
perty, and the continuation' of their prefent 
Ubva 



ogle 



[ 7 I 

laws and forms of government j but the 
dominion of Jamaica, the old Leeward 
Iflandsi and Barbadoes, with rights of hav- 
ing rcprefentatives in the General Congrcft, 
was guarantied by thcfe three powers to the 
United Colonies. — Lord have mercy upon 
me, and Old England, faid I, — muft I 
now look to France and Pruffia for my pro- 
perty in the Ceded Iflands!" — And fay- 
ing this, I thought I fell as into a fwoon, 
and hit my head againft a table, the {hock 
of which awaked me. 

Now, Sir, though I was rejoiced to find 
this was only a dream, yet by refieiSing 
npon it, and coniidering what 1 ihonld do, 
if fuch a reverie ihould become real, my 
perplexity was greater than befotc : where- 
fore I refolved to fend this narrative to you, 
hoping you will favour me with a corner 
of your paper as an occafional correfpond* 
ent, for atprefent my thoughts are in fuch 
a crouded confulion, that I cannot give 
them orderly utterance. I alfo wifti for 
the affiftancc and advice of my brethren 
and afTociatcs, planters and merchants ; for 
as thofe who are combined to injure us, muft 
either be ignorant fools, or rogues^ Fhope 
it is not abfolutely out of the power of 
honeft and wife men to form fuch a com- 
bination, as may legally and equitably 
oppofe them to effc&. 

. , N U M- 
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NUMBER It. 

IT l^ reported, I cannot ^ay on what 
authority, that the, Copgrefs has refol-i 
ved to cp^n a trade to^ and with all the. 
world, e;!£cept Great-Britain and Ireiand,t 
by which I upderftand tlvy wpuid relu^ 
their former refolution in favour oif the 
Sugar Illands. . , . , \ . '; . 

If this ihould be true, what an unhap-, 
py confcquence muftthe late hajly mea- 
furc, the Prohibitory A£^ have?. For by 
cutdflg off all communicatioa and com- 
merce between our Sugar ^lilan^s and lhc> 
United Colonies, it will prevent them fron^ 
receiving thofe fupplies for their fubfif- 
tcDce, which the humanity of the United 
ColcMiira would have given, and which this 
country cannot give effei^ually, and I fear 
will not even grant What they can. 

Hitherto OUT Sugar IJlands have becq 
fupplied with com, bifcuit, cattle, falted 
provilions, and principally fait fiih, (which 
laft is the chief fupport of the labouring 
clais) and alio with lumber, under whicl;i 
4lei>omination is c(»nprehended all forts (^ 
timber, planks, boards, £cc. for main- 
taimng their buildings, and forniaking the 
cafks, without which they could not fave 
■or convey their produce to market. And 
all thefc ncccffaries they paid for conve- . 
nicntly by barter j that is, with apart of 
theif 
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their prpdufls, and chiefly with nirn ; for 
feeing by the feveral navigation z&s confined 
to a narrow channel of domeilic trade, 
and moft of the wealthy planters refiding 
in England, their ijwhdings here, toge- 
ther with the freight, the coft of cloathing,- 
furniture, iron tools, and fundry otfier 
ftores and implements fent ffotn Great- 
Britain, generally Cxhauft the -vallic of all 
the reft of their produfts, fo that little of 
no money in gold or filvei" fpficie, is re- 
turned to the iflands frorti hence, and con- 
iequent^y the North -Amerlcah commerce 
(by fupplying what this country could not)' 
was not only indifpehfiblj' neccflary for the 
exiftence bf the Weft-India Colonies as' 
fugar plantitions, but alfo their traders, by 
accepting payments in rum, inftfiad of cafti', 
were ferying the intercft of Great-Britain', 
and of the Sugar IJlands, In a double ca-' 
facity. 

, In confideratlon of the abot^e-thentiblicj 
drcumftances, I find it is now the u'nani- 
flious opinion of our body, that to what- 
ever part of the world we ire to look foi* 
■iupplying the Sflgar Iflands with lumber 
and provifions, there is a preKminary Hep 
to be taken, whfch is t6'find a niarketfoi" 
^hat part of the rum (upwards of fifty thou-' 
fand puncheons) which hitherto was takeif 
by North- America, in exchange for lum- 
het and provifions, without which expe-* 
C dient 
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dient the planters are in no condition' tb* 
pay for them j for, ae in the iflands, their 
produce, fugar* or rum, is their only mo- 
ney ; and rum, was a fpecies fufficient to- 
pay for the aforeiaid. fupplies, as purchafed 
of the North Americans, ,k is- clear, thaC ' 
after the North.- American commerce is cut 
off, if that money (rum) cannot be made- 
to pafs in exchange elfewhere, they cannot 
purchafe thefe fuppUes at all. 

And therefore, if the wifdom of adraini- 
ftration, or of Parliament, or of the power" 
that manages that wifdom, does, not find; 
them as certain, ^nd as good a market for 
their rum, as they have deprived them of 
in North- America, there can be no doubt^' 
but that all the fmaller ellates muft ceafe 
to be fugar plantations, to the ruin> not only; 
. of nineteen in twenty of the planters (for 
whom as a fpecies of foreigners, 'it muft 
be confefTedwe have very, little regard) butr' 
alfo to ourfelvcs, andour trade here at home,, 
to a degree that will fhake both the Ex- 
change and the Exchequer. 

P. S. My nephew, Welchcotton (whole: 
father was happy enough to make his for-- 
tune, and retire from builnefs before the 
commencement of the prefent diforder in- 
the State) being lately married, wrote to' 
me to look out for a decent houfe to be 
purchafed for him, in the new buildings- 
At the Weft end of the town* But I ad- 
vifed- 
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«i&d liiqi to content himfelf for a while 
with lodgings, as I had reafon to think he 
may haw great choice, a year or two hence, 
at fifty per cent, below the prefent rate. 
He Jias been prudent enough to lift en to 
my advice, and in his anfwer has fent me 
the following epigram, in the laconic ftyic 
of the London Gazette, made by the en- 
rate of his parifli, aiid which I think is not 
amifs : 

One Hannibal from Carthage pafs'd the Alps^ 
And puc the Romans in a mighty pother ; 

Onh Arnold pafs'd the wiidernefs of Scalptj 
And fcarM Quebec I—whcrc find we/uch anotherf 
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N U M B E K III. 

Mr. Printer, 
SHALL trouble you no further at 



prefent, than to communicate to you 
fhc following letter from a correfpondent. 
\ am, Sec 
• "' ' The Weft India Merchant. 

To tjie W E S T-I N D I A M E R C H AN T. 
SIR, Hereford, Jan. ig, 1776. 

I dined yefterday at the houfe of a wor- 
thy gentleman, who, for the fake of good 
neighbourhood, endeavours, in the midft 
of our county bjftle*, to make his houfe 

* A conceded £le£lion. 

C a a neu- 
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' a neutral port, for fuch of his friends as catl 
calmly communicate over turkey and chirie^, 
■and a chearful glafs, without drawing their 
daggers for Whig or Tory. 

We had three Members of ParHament at 
table, and a gentleman from Briftoi having 
brought the London papers, foriie one aff 
^cr dinner taking notice of your dreamy 
brought on the following cOnverfatiori» 
\yhich I addrefs to yoi{, as I ^hink it throw's 
Tome light on your fabjedt. 

Brifiol Gentleman. — ^It is very unlucky 
that thQ MiniAers ^x^ not inform thenv 
ielves_ more certainly of the ftate and cir- 
cumftances of the Sugar Cohnies (who Iiad 
no ihare "in the; North-Aitierican delin- 
quency) before they infliifled on them thd 
heavy pupilhment of cutting them off from 
their daily bread, which,' I underftand froifi 
our merchants, will be the probable effeft 
of the late Prohibitory Adt, as it not only 
denies them the North-American fupply, 
but will prevent their getting money to 
buy it elfewher?. ■ ' 

Pirft Member. — Sir, I can affure you, if 
the Miniftry and the Houfe had not full 
information of the {late and circumftances 
of the Weft India Colonies, it can only he 
accounted for, that their eyes were not to 
fee, nof their ears to hear. The \Yef|- 
India petition prefented laft fellton, and 
their evidmcein fupport of it, which have 
i - fince 
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fince been printed, were laid before the 
Houfe. The like was repeated this year; 
on which occafion their council, after fta- 
ting the imminent danger they were in, of 
being reduced Xo famine for want of their 
accuftomcd fuppHes, which could only be 
had effcdtually froni fJorth- America, ob- 
fcrved, that there were circumftances of 
fcxtreme neceffity, under which mankind 
icould no longer be contained within the 
bounds of ordinary laws ; that in fuch difr 
trefs, felf-prefervalion became the firft law 
in nature, and fuperfeded all others, and 
thercfbrehe intreated the Honourable Houfe 
would'well confider, whether the operation 
of the biil then' before them, if pafled into 
a law, might not eventually compel five 
hundred thoafarid fubjefts now loyal, to 
join in the 1^ or th- American" aflbciation. 
■ Second Mem6'er.—^P{h&w ! damn 'em, I 
know nothing of tAis feflion, as it begun 
in the (hooting feafon ;' but I remember 
Very well, what we thought of theiir peti- 
tion laft year; we determined to give 'cm 
a hearing for form fake, but not till after 
we had fettled how the bufmefs (hould go; 
for, zounds, we know it'was all a made-up 
thing, a humbug ; — there was two or three 
formal fellows, with all their evidence 
writ down, like a Preibyterian catechifm 
in queftion ^nd anfwer ; — fo, I was con- 
vinced, as Mr. ■ hinted to jne, if this 
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jffas all ttifCt ^ey didn't need to write U 
down fo ; for, if any one afks me how 
'many hunters I have, I can eafily tell them 
without going to book ; nay more, when 
the pack's out, I can cal! every dog by his 
name ;'— fo, after flaying awhile to fee if it 
would produce any fun, I found it. damned 
dull, and went off to Pall-mall. 

Fir^ Men:l?er.—^t. — gives a pretty 
cxa^ account of the manner the evidence 
was attended to. The gentlemen who gave 
it, anti jhe pianager eiftployed by the plan- 
ters and merchants, were not giddy boys, 
and their formality was a ncceffary comr 
pliance with the rules of the Hpufe,- which, 
however' It may indulge indecency in its 
own behaviour, expefts to fee great forma- 
lity at its bar. Their evidence-was written 
for the &ke of accuracy, and was delibe- 
rately coUeiled, compared, and carefully 
examined, in feveral previous meetings of 
the moil experienced and intelligent plan- 
ters, in order to give fuch only as would 
ftand the ftrifteft fcrutiny. Many months, 
and many events have paiTed, fince that evi- 
dence was given in, which far froni im- 
peaching, have unhappily ftrengthened its 
authority i lo that in their laft petition pre- 
fented a few weeks ago, they referred the 
Houfe again to the aforefaid uncontefted 
evidence, which was accordingly read from 
the 
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the Journals, an(^ Was attended to,' lieaily 
as before. 

T&ird Member. -^-hytf aye, it figmfietf 
nothink at all what they fays upon the mat- 
ter j — I'm furc (and 1 (hall never alter my 
mind) we're right ; — tHefe rebellous Eme- 
ricam muft be conquered — and muft be 
taxed too — why (hould we pay for they ?— 
They have coft us a world o'money, and 
never brought us any thing but trouble and 
vexatk>n.— Come, here goes> I'll bumper 
my toaft, for I do fay my Lord North is 
the bed and the moil wifellMinifter this 
country, or any country in the world, I be- 
lieves, ever had. — I folly's him; — he knows' 
my mind, and I knows hiz'n, and fo I 
minds he, — and I'm never raiftakcn ; foff 
my way is, when any thing is goJag an, I 
looks up to the Trtzury Binch ; So theny 
according as how as I fees they looks and 
behaves theirfelves, I knows exadUy, with- 
out being told any more, what they think* 
of it, and how I ihall take the matter my- 
felf. 

Brijlol Geniieman. — Well but. Sir, da 
you never give yourfeif the trouble of exa- 
mining and confidering the fobjea itfal^ 
on which you arc to decide by your vole J 

Third Member. — Oh, yes, that I've done 
in this cafe long ago. — I'm quite fertm that 
we are to tax the Wefi-^-lndiei^ as well as 
she Wefi of England. 

BriM 
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.BrifioIQentUman. — YoxxmcaxkihtiNorth- 
JimericanSt I fuppofc. Sir. . 

7bird Member.— Why^ you knows, its' 
all the feme thing :— North- America^ Bin-^ 
gal* Virginnyl Jemaikyy is all in the Indies,, 
only the fea folks Aat loves to box the' 
compais, calls tilings North and Eaft and 
Weft, as if it wasn't better to I'ay Picca- 
dilly ihd WhitecbafeU than the Eaft,and 
tVeft end of the town ; and that makes it, 
(q puzzling to underftand arid to remember 
the names, and to know where all th?fe 
outlandijh Colonies are : bat this I'm quite 
fartin of, they ne'er brought us any good, 
Nothing but charges ever fince we had 
'em. — I knows Old England very well, an(^ 
ffali the refl was drownded in the fea, I'm 
fartiri 1*1 woiild be much more better for us,' 

Briffol Gentleman. — But how do ypu,rc-j 
concile it to equity, ib tax a people who 
have no Repre/eniatives among you ? 

Third Member. — Reprejentives ! — Why'^ 
ha'n't we paflcd refolutions, that we does 
itprefent *cm, and hasn't the Declarity AS 
fettled the right and the power, and all 
that ?' — What doft talk oi equity for ? Ha'n't 
we ferit Over the fleet and the army to fet- 
tle every thing — we reprefents cm all, every' 
one on' 'eni, tliat's fure 1 

Firfi Member.—l proteft, I cannot help 

fairly acknowledging, that I do not repre-^ 

fcnt them ; for 1 was neither eleftcd, nor, 

returned 
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rtturned by »ny pf them.— I cannot con- 

' ceive how my friend here, that does not fo 

much as know what p^rt'of the wortd they 

[ are. in, fliould fancy bimfelf their Repre- 

fentative. . 

. T&irJ Member. — Pho ! I knows well 
ienough iii the main j but as I never made 
the tower of Earope, I can't be fo. cxadt as 
you : — But the Continental Congre/sj to be 
fure» is in the. ««/(nfM/, where the «»//- 
senta/ wars are always the plague of us j 
the North Colonies are partly in Germany^ 
where Hanoiier. is, and partly in Prance i 
and the. Wefl-lndi^s is partly in Spain.-" 
We was dam fools for taking 'em from 
the FtertCh and Spaniards, (all along of that 
gl4 fellow Pitt) and I with with all my 
heart they had them, and Hanover too, back 
again ; they brought us nothing but mif- 
chif and expences, as all continintal kinex- 
ions does. 

BriRol Genfleman,-r-Ha.ve you delivered 
your tentimcnts in the Houfe, Sir, on this 
fubjea ? 

Second Member.— '^o, demme, he never 
ipeaks further than aye or no ; he's wifer 
than fome other folks in that. — ^^I fpouted 
away once or twice, but it didn't lignify 
much, though my Lord North' fpoke to 
me very kindly upon it. — I tojd them where 
they might get lumber enough, dcmme !— 
I hM a meaning; that Ihad 

D XbirJ 
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ITbirJ Member. — Aye, aye, you fponfs 
away finely; but I believe I gets » mucb 
for my filcncc, as you does for your fpechi- 
fying. The main thing is <mly to know 
■which is the right fide o' the queition ; — 
that's all — and that I'm never out in j— lb 
that, I thinks all fpouting is only lofs of 
time i and if I was Lord North, as foon as 
1 had told 'em my mind, VA make Old 
Perrrwig pop the qucftion direfSly, and 
then I'm furc and fartin we might go to 
dinner every day at four o'clock, and have 
all tlie reft of the evening to ourfelves, in- 
ftcad of fitting there to hear nonfcnfe till 
midnight. " — - — 

A mmmons from the ladies called us M 
the drawing-room, and put an «id to th» 
agreeable and infiruftiTe converfation. 

1 am. Sir, your's, && 

ARICONIENSIS. 
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NUMBER IV. 

Mr. Miller, 

WHILE trade flouriOicd, I felt Co 
much content in the tranfai^cMis of 
my own compting-houfe, that I would not 
have exchanged my fituation for a feat at 
ihs beil board round Whitehall ; and when, 
as an independent merchant, who had no 
political connection, either with admini- 
Aration or oppofition, I invited a corref-* 
pondence through the medium of your pa-< 
per, it was with the honeft view of opening 
the ey«s and the anderllandings of my coun- 
trymen on the prefent important lituation 
of our affairs ; therefore I think myfelf 
bound to lay the letters of my corrcfpond- 
ents fimply before you, even though they 
fliould, like the following oncj-give mc an 
ungrateful rub, for my candidly confefllng, 
|hat by the ruinous (late .of our trade, I 
was becopie woefully wifer this year than 
I was the laft. 

To ihp W|;ST.INDIA MERCHANT. 

?IR. Jan. IS- '776- 

1 WAS prefent fome days ago at a long 
and warm debate j it was about the propri- 
ety of executing the Perreaus. One of the 
company obferying to a gentleman, who 
' ■ ' D J ' bad 
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had been filent in the difpute, that opini- 
ons were fd much divided upon the fubjeift; 
as to tempt hira to believe it would have 
no end, received this dry anfwer : *' Sir, it 
^vill end when the wind changes to the 
Weft." . . , - 

My buGnefs, Sir, is not with the un- 
happy brothers, it is with the farcaftic fe- 
mark. Is it true then, that men are thus 
to be moved with the deaths of two indi-i 
viduals, while they fecm infenfible to the 
fate of the Britifti empire? Is it that the 
event of the moment, the bbjedl before our 
eyes, is therefore the moft important ? Be 
it fo. But the wind will change to the 
Weft, and add this accidental confequence 
to the American quarrel. In the meani ■ 
time, let it be ferioufly conGdered by thofe 
\vho are not carried away by the current 
topic of the day, whether any thing new 
be neceffary to teach us to know its mag- 
nitude. Is it material, whether the next 
accounts acrofs the Atlantic inform us, that 
Bofton has furrendered, or that thegarrifon 
ftill maintain their poft ? Whether Quebec 
has opened its gates, or is waiting to Be 
forced ? It is ftill lefs dccifive, although 
more places ihall have been cannonaded, or 
fhips of war obliged to retire from gunsju- 
dicioufly planted. What if a noble Gover- 
nor fliould faoaft of frefli exploits^ or iliould 
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no Jonger find on the rivers of his province, 
■the fawty for which he left the land ? Ti- 
dings like thefe may ferve to fet convetfa- 
tiori afloat ; enough has happened already 
to determine the judgment of a meditating 
mind. Enough has happened already in 
your particular branch of trade, to give you 
ajuft alarm, notwithftanding your original 
placid acquiclcence with the miniftcrial 
meafures. I truft you will now approve 
the Weft-India petition, and the confe- 
quent proceedings. To that fund of in- 
formation I refer you ; and you will do 
^ell to propagate the knowledge amongft 
your friends, nor leave them to learn it, 
like yourfelf, by the approach of misfor- 
tunes. I muft however remind you of one 
mifchief, becaufe it is not fpecifically point- 
ed out in thofe proceedings, although it 
ivas to be inferred. This mifchief is the 
late rife in the premium of infurance. The 
.Jncreafe is four per cent, upon the Jamaica 
ihips, and two per cent, upon thofe of the 
other illands. It is calculated that four 
fnilHons of property will be liable in the 
courfe of the next fummer to this premi- 
um, or to the riik. The amount may be 
ftated at one hundred and twenty thoufand 
pounds. Be not ftarlled at the fum. It 
js but a mere trifle in the eftimate of the 
iofles which ultimately reach the merchant. 
1 can- 
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T cannot think of my (hstre of them, with- 
out the moil lively refentment. 

I an^jSir, your moft humble fervant, 

A West India Colonist. 

What my correfpondent obfervcs con- 
cerning infurance is very true, and I wifli 
it may be no worfe ; but he flatters us (Old 
iEngiiftimcn) too much, by fuppofing that 
the wind changing to the wen. wiircon* 
tribute to awaken companionate feelings 
for our fellow- fiibje<aa in the colonies. — 
Out oj jight out of tnind! — Three millions 
of the Englifli race, at three or four thou- 
iand miles dillance^, are not equivalent in 
the balance of our affection?, to two or 
three yf/oBj that we have fecn and gambled 
with, and who have given routs in the ca- 
pital. — Oar Jeilov}^hje0s did ^ ^yf— that 
was a roiftake—l mean our scbjectsj 
fw America belongs to wj,' and we govern 
them; confcqucntly the man of property 
in America, according to our prefent max- 
im of government, is politically inferior to 
the loweft pot-walloper in Great Britain, 
and therefore cannot be his^//ow-fubje£l. 
J beg pardon of my countrymen for flip- 
ping.into the error, but I hope this clear 
explanation will apologize for having inad- 
vertently levelled them with their ir^eri on. 
But 
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But to return to my correfpondent : t 
Uy» notwithfhuiding it is natural bet as ^ 
planter, fhould be difturbed, that fo great 
an expence as 120,000 1. ihould now fall 
on him and his brethren, to infure theii^ 
property thjs year againil captures ; yet thd 
under-writers in the Alley, into whofo 
hands this 1 30*000 1. muft (in the firft in-' 
itance) fall, will not think it an ill wind 
that fets their mills to work : though, ait 
the fame time, I am perfuaded, there is 
not a man among theni, that does not 
heartily wifli this domeftic war were chan- 
ged for any foreign one. I am alfo con- 
vinced, the owners of tranfport vefiels de- 
teft the profecution of this unprincipled 
war ; but their natural trade being deftroy- 
ed by the late aiks of (late, compels them 
to work for the wages of iniquity. Every 
faoneft man in buuneis endeavours to ad- 
vance his fortune by the faireft means in 
his power. The foldier and the failor 
would rather embowel a Aranger than their 
countryman J but prrf«rment ajid prize- 
money are allurements not to be withftood. 
Moreover, where we fee the beotis of go- 
vernment hurrying on this •ow for plunder i 
confcffing. they are too foor to be hmt^ j 

pleading nec^ty inftead of jj^ice, 

O I cives, civet t quarenda pecunia primum 
tftt virtut, poji tammoi I 

We'H 

D,g,l,7?<lT,GOOglC 



We'll fleece and deftroy thefe rebels i7rft,' 
and confidcr the equity of our proceeding 
hereafter ! . 

' Let us not c$ft . the blanae on the lower, 
ranks of men, who cuftomarily. think 
thiemfelves juftified by following the orders 
tfnd examples of their fuperiorsj for; 

Regis ad exemplttniy toius compdniiur or Us, 
The Well-India Merchant. 

NUMBER V: 
Mr. MiHcr, 

I SHALL only trouble you a^ prcfenf 
with the letter of an important corre- 
jpondent, long enough, I iKlieve, to oc- 
cupy the fpace you are pleafed to allow. 

^^ Wefi'lndia Merchant, 

To the WEST-INDIA MERCHANT. 
SIR, 

Though I hold an office under the 
Crown, which obliges me to give admini- 
itration my vote and affiftance in Parlia- 
ment, I am not fo blind to the permanent 
intereft of my family, as not to know that 
one thoufand a year of my elUte is more 
valuable, and of more concern to ms and 
mine, than a temporary place or penfion 
of dppble that fum ; yet, whi!e things 
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were going on only in the ordinary way, 
and that a certain moderate part of the mo- 
nies levied on the public, was to be (bared , 
annually among the King'sjriends, 1 thought 
I might gratify myfelf in ralfmg my pcrfo- 
nal confequence, by purchafing a feat in 
Parliament, where my talents being thought 
worthy ,of the minifter's notice, 1 thought 
alfo I might as well indemnify myfelf, by 
receiving -wages for my/ervicet like many 
others of my acquaintance, my fuperiors 
in rank and fortune. 

But I own I am now alarmed, and if 
gentlemen in your way have as j uft grounds 
for their forebodings as I begin to fufpeft, 
I fear adminiflration will not long be in 
circumftances to pay our wages, nor toy 
farmers be able to continue their prefcnt 
rents. I am fenfible the multitude of peo- 
ple employed in manufactures and trade 
(as the confumers of provifions) have kept 
the price of corn and cattle fo briik for 
many years part, as to enable us to raife the 
rents of our farms confiderably. V am . 
alfo fenfible ib many traders and manufac- 
turers could not have found employment 
w maintenance, if it were not by fupply- 
ing cloathing, and fiindry other goods, to 
many millions of people, colonifts, fa- 
vages, and flaves, in North America and 
the Weft-Indies. And I am alfo tho- 
roughly fenfible, the prefent appearance of 
E bufincfs 
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bufinefs in trader principally owing to the - 
buftle neceffzrily madf in fupporting and 
fapplying our great armament by land and 
fea, may aptly be compared to the induf- 
trious hurry of a family, flrenuouQy oc- 
cupied in throwing their goods out of doors 
and windows, after fetting their houfe on 
fire in a drunken frc^ic, not one of them 
being yet fober enough to think of throw- 
ing water on the flame. 

IS^w, Sir, taking this view of our fitua- 
tion, I have calmly looked over the North- 
American and Weft-India merchants pe- 
titions, and the evidences as publilhed and 
fiimmed up by Mr. Glover; and my opi- 
nion thereupon is, that if all your fadls 
and obfervations are nbt demonllrably right, 
they are at leaft To far fo, as to ihew that 
our cQmmercial fyflenit heretofore fo much 
aipproved of, is now councerafted, and in. a 
fair way to be entirely overturned. But 
this being fo apparent, I cannot doubt its 
being as obvious to thofe in adminiAration 
as it is to me; and therefore in juftice to 
the high opinion I have of their abihtics, 
1 fuppofe they find inconveniencies, and 
have ftrong reafons to think we may be 
carrying the commercial fyftem too. far ; 
and that the prefent meajuresy otherwife un- 
accountable, are adopted and purfued, in 
order to keep the frame of our govern- 
ment (though perhaps within a iinaller 
extent 
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extent of territory) more ftriflly in the 
monarcbial or de/potic regal form, under 
which it cannot permit fo free a fcope to 
commerce, as when it verges towards the 
freedom of a common- wealth. 

To make this clear, let me obferve to 
you, that pure monarchy is exaftly repre- 
fented in the conftitution of a modern roy- 
al army, in which the defpotic nature, the' 
fecmingly foftencd to the officers, by their 
refpeitive fhares of power and command 
diilributed through all the ranks in fubor- 
dination, from the General down to the 
Corporal ; yet, upon the whole, it is ne- 
verthclefs defpotifm. The common fol- 
diers, who make the great bulk of this 
military nation, are abfolutQolaves, life and 
fortune at the will of their imperial com- 
mander J and (he officers, the temporary 
creatures and inftruments of his imperial 
will, at all times liable to be degraded or 
exterminated. If acquifitions are made 
by this defpotic army, they are the acqui- 
fitions of the Prince, the officers and fol- 
diers having no ftiarein the profits of their 
labours, but as they may cafually be gra- 
tified under his Indulgent or capricious 
bounty. 

On the other hand, the ngal common-' 
'wealth, more favourable to commerce^ re- 
fembles an atmy compofed by a confede- 
racy of people, or of nations, who have 
E 2 pre- 
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previoufly fettled iheir rights and privileges 
hyjixed /av.'r, under which they eleft their 
commanders .and Tubordinatc ofhcers, and 
by which their fliares and proportions in 
"all public acquifitions are regulated and af- 
ccrtaincd, as well as their peculiar property 
abfolutcly fecurcd to individuals in all pri- 
vate concerns; and laftly, to infure all this 
from fraud or furprife, the power of legi- 
flation is folely veiled in the majority of , 
the community. A prince, or comman- 
■der of fuch an army or nation, as well as 
his nobles or fubordinatc officers, are here- 
by fo much curbed by laws, that they can? 
not hav? fuch offenfive and dangerous fway 
and command, as men of elevated rank are 
too apt to afpire after. And moreover, the 
means of acquiring wealth is left fo open 
to the inferior orders, that in riches and 
fplendor they may come to rival their fu- 
periors in rank, and, from thpfe circum- 
ftances, to contraft fuch notions of inde- 
pcndency> as make them very indocile and , 
untra£table under wantoh and capiicious 
rulers, and confequently makes the govern- 
ment of them, unlefs it be legal and ra- 
tional, very difficult and uneafy to the pride " 
of the fuperior orders, who, therefore, in 
a regal common-'wealth, muft on all occa- 
iions be pinned down to a,ftri<ft conformity 
to the known laws i from which, in the 
\ defpotic 
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defpotic or pure monarchiaJ fyftera, they 
are entirely or occafionally abfolved. 

My birth and fortune have placed me in 
the middle rank of gentlepien of landed 
* property. I am pofieffed of the fame 
manfion and manors that have been in my 
family fmce the reign of Edward VI. with 
an acceflion of about one fourth part more 
by- my grandmother's eftatej but my father 
^ound it neceffary to pull down one wing 
of the houfe, and I have taken away the 
other, and ftill find what remains too large 
for my fortune, notwithftanding the addi- 
tiohal income of my employment j and 
what will perhaps appear paradoxical, my 
grandfather, like his predeccfTors, kept fuch 
hofcitality, that great as the houfe waS 
before my father and myfelf reduced it, it 
was fo much too fmall for the guefts, thas 
fingle gentlemen always lay two in a bed* 
and generally with two beds in a room for 
all young people. 

A neighbour of mine, who is fo old as 
to remember my grandfather, agentlemail 
of uncommon good underftanding, has 
continued, as far as he could; the ancient 
manner of living, by a conftant refidenco 
at his country-feat, never having had any o- 
ther than a temporary lodging when bufinefs 
called him to London ; and yet he tells me, 
he has found it frequently neccfiary, for 
fifty years paft, to retrench greatly in his 
hoipi- 
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hofpitality. And whilft in converfation 
with him lately, I was fuggefting the injury 
wc had fuffered by an exceffive commerce, 
which, by making money too cheap, had 
introduced luxury, made all things unna- 
turally dear, and ib forth, he flopped me 
ihort, " My dear friend, you miftafce the 
ihadow for the fubftance ; if the dearnefs 
of things was owing to that caufe only, the 
augmentation of our rents would keep pace 
with all fuch advances, and flill enable us 
to Jive as well as our anceflors ; but I, who 
have only my old coach, my old falhioned 
cookery and fervants, and the produce of 
my own dcmcfnes or homeftead, for bread, 
meat, beer, garden fluff, hprfe feed, &c. 
have been forced to make new arrangements 
in my ceconomy, to enable me to bear e-» 
very additional tax which has. been laid up- 
on us, to pay the interefts of debts accu- 
mulated by the fquandering of a fucceffion 
of corrupt Miniflers. 1 have no patience 
with the pert ignorance of thofe, who, en- 
deavouring to ridicule, the writers agalnft 
encreafing the national debt," fay, * Thefe 

* wife calculators prophefied forty years 

* ago, the nation would be undone when 

* it fliould come to owe a hundred milli- 

* ons ; but now we have paffed that fum 

* by near half, and are not ruined yet.' If 
theie filly reafoners fUppofe we are not tq 
be confidered as ruined, till we are all 

ftarved 
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ftarved to death, and the land feized by our 
foreign creditors, we certainly are not yet 
arrived at that mark. Butif they will ad- 
mit, that a man fallen from affluence to a 
narrow fubliftfence is ruined, or compara- 
tively fo, fuch is now the ftate of this 
country, and fuch is mine in particular. I 
have the eftate of my anceftors entire, it 
confifts of two thoufand acres, I don't owe 
a fhilling, except my ihare of the public 
debt, which by adls of Parliament is even- 
tually faflened'on my land i my homefl-ead 
is the fame as in my grandfather's time, 
about two hundred acres ; the rental of the 
remainder is now double to what it was in 
the reignof Charles II, but in my grand- 
father's time the number of mouths fed 
in the houfe was never lefs than forty, be- 
fides about twenty labouring men, womeni 
and children, in the gardens and home- 
ftead, on daily wages. The latter con- 
tinue about the fame number, but my in- 
mates have been for twelve years paft ne- 
ceflarily reduced to fixtecn j and I con- 
clude, that as foon as you fund the debt, 
which your prefent wild projed: is con- 
trafting, I fhall be obliged to itrike off two 
more, if I live to fee that day. Now, Sir, 
am not I, in comparifon with my anceftor 
on this fame eftate, a poor and ruined 
man f He lived in fplendor, maintaining a 
houihold of between forty and fifty per- 
fons : 
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fQP? i and It with the fame land, and the 
rental doubled, can fcarce maintain fifteen. 
Juft fo, 1 fay, the nation is ruined ; for, 
by a fimilar decline, moft of the old mid- 
dling families, who were not affiftcd by 
the plunder of the public, have been ob- 
liged by this decay to part with, their ef- 
tftte^* to Nabobs and army contraftors, 
thioking their money placed in the funds 
W.QOld iop.rcqfp their income by a higher 
intereft, and fave them from land-tax, 
where, however, fome of them have al- 
ready Ipft a third part of their capitals. 
Thefe new men, who are fuddcnly railed by 
ptklk plunder from penury to affluence, may 
fay the nation, as it appears to them, is in 
a flourifliing condition ; but the old fami- 
lies, reduced almoft to beggary, by the 
weight of taxes to fupport a corrupt fyf-- 
tem, unhappily feel it is to them a nation 
undone. My dear friend, it is not the 
commerce of the induftrious trader, but the 
avarice and corruption of minifters and 
their tools, — Forgive me, I have perhaps 
gone too far ; you know 1 don't mean 
particulars." 

Here the good old man flopped ; he faw 
I was moved, and indeed fo I was, but 
without any refentment againft him, for 
I knew his integrity- and affedtion towards 
me. I felt for an inftant aray of humilia- 
tion and rcmorfe, that almoft determined 
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rae to a change of condaia ; but it lafted 
hot long, for I dread the laugh of my 
tompanions ; therefore I Wifh to fee this- 
in print, and how it will pafs among them. 
If it ftrikes any one of them lb as to ope- 
rate a change, I promife to follow his /eat/f 
for thai I can do, though I have not cou- 
rage enough to ht Jngiiiarly in the rigSt. 

I'm, Sir, &c, 

A KING'S FRIEN0. 

him tie Caeea-tru, P»tJ-mt3l, Fti. z. 



NUMBER VI. 

i I R,' Feb. 7, 1776. 

'hr^HE tartnefs you eornplain of in my for- 
^ mer letter, had not the Weft-India 
Merchant either for its occali<Mi or its ob-' 
jcdtj on the contrary, I honour the man, who' 
joins to the good fenfe of difcovering his 
error, the courage of renouncing it. Im-. 
prcffed with this fenliment, 1 lay before 
you the following hints, iti aid of your 
plan tof open the eyes of the nation to the 
&tal confequences-of the American quarrel. 
■' Having called your attention to our 
Weft- India petition, as fupported by Mr, 
Glover, at the bar of the Houfe of Cwn^ 
mons,. it is incumhent upon me to inforni 
F you,. 
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you, that the friends of admiraftrafclon af- 
feft to fpeak lightly of it ; alledging, that 
the gloomy ptcdidtions of calamities to^ 
enfue, have not been j.uftified by the event. 
I^ike Csfar, they have faid, " The Ides o€ 
March are come." — I might anfwer with, 
the foothlayer, '" Triie» Cxfar, btu they! 
are'not paft." I might recrimmate upoa 
the boaft of layii^ America at the foot of 
the Minifter, in the firft campaign ; a boaft, 
which vanishing into air,.i& now.fucceeded 
by another — that the army will maintaia 
its poft at Bofton, maugr? the utmoil ef- 
forts of the Provincials. 



Fallere et effugere efi. trmmpBus^ 

To efcape being coniiuered is the tri*-- 
umph of an Engliih aemy under the pre- 
sent aufpices^ vhile a great province^ Xhc 
darjing hope of government, is entirely 
wreftM from theni. I fay en tirely^, becaufer 
tluy hold <^bec, only as a man holds 3n> 
eel, by the tail> But I will conline my&l£ 
precifely to the point, and obfenre, that no> 
date-is particularly alTigned to any of the 
predidions. Is it a proof then i that ruin- 
ous confequences will never follow thc; 
purfuit of certain mealiires, becaufe thole, 
confequences have not immediately, taken 
place ? By the fame apgument, thofe gen- 
tlemen may as well claim, immortality, or> 
that. 
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fflial fbe power of their friends is to conti- 
jiue coeval with their withes. I will not 
jwcfuffle to fix a time for the full accom- 
plidHuent of Mf. Glover's predidlions. I 
will ict no limits to the reign of this Mi- 
niftry. But 1 will boldly prognofticatc^ 
that the fame period which marks the ac- 
^complifliment of the former, will deter- 
anine the political cxiftence of the latter. 
That the manufafturers have not yet fuf- 
•fered, if the fa<3: be true, has been im- 
^ted to the co-operation of many caufes. 
The Spaniards have returned to their old 
ifyftem of a Flota, to carry out goods to 
*hcir Colonies for the confumption of three 
^ears. Hence, an immediate, and great 
demand for manufadiures all over Europe ; 
and hence, a. future ceflation. Great-Bri- 
tain muft fubmit to the periodical flagna- 
tion, in proportion to the fhare ftie enjoys 
of the iupply. The peace in the North 
.and Ball of Europe, has rellored the an* 
^i^nt channels <^ trade, and opened new 
raannels throughout Turkey, Ruflia, and 
Poland. The extraordinary ftock of goods 
laid in by the Americans, upon the eve of 
the non importation, produced ati efFedi 
iimilar to the fyftem of the Spanifh Flota. 
A great value in ^oods for the American 
niarket, was fent out upon fpeculation, -in 
the tranfports which carried the troops and 
the three Generals to Bofton, The un- 
F 2 common 



D,o,i,7.<i-,Googlc 



1 36 i 

ComQion payments made to the Americaif 
merchants, have fouiid their way to tb4 
mafter maniifadturers, and enable them t(^ 
continue their workmen in employment. 
While his money lafts, or his credit fuf- 
tains him, the' maftcr manufadturer pro- 
ceeds in his ufual courfei becauie, it' he 
onqe abandons it, he will find it difficult 
to be recovered. And this perfcverance is 
vifdom. If he can hold out till the ftorni 
is blown over, he will find in the oppor- 
tunity, of being prepared for the opening 
of the market, fome compenfation for the 
lofs of time ; and what is of greater im- 
port, he will be in a condition to go on 
with his trade as formerly. Thus the great 
wheel of commerce continues its revoluti- 
ons ; for fome time after the power which 
originally gave and continued its motion^ 
has ccafcd to operate. 

Having allowed, for argument fake, that 
the manufaSurcrs have hitherto been all in 
full employment, 1 will grant for a mo-? 
ment, that the fame demands will fubfift ; 
and in'confequence the fame employment 
remains, notwithftanding the Idfs of the 
Colony trade. I maintain in fuch a cafe, 
that if the ancient harmony had been re- 
Ilored, the trade of the nation would have 
grown up by degrees to the full meafure of 
the new demands combined with the old. 
The Colonies participating with the Mo- 
ther 
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rficr Country 'f in every.ftate, whether of de^ 
jcftion or elevation ; in every conjundurc, 
whether adverfe or profpcroUs," the whole 
empire woulc} have attained a pitch of wealth 
and ftreiigth, and . reputation for wifdoni 
and juftice, to which fhe can have no pre- 
tentions under the prefent circumflances. 

In nay laft I took notice of the rife of 
infurance. I have fince heard of meetings 
of mailers of fliipS : I fear they are fymp- 
loms of a rife of freight. This, like the 
rife of infurance, is amongft the evils not 
predided by Mr. Glover, hut will be an 
addition to the black catalogue. 

I have given you trouble enough for 
pnce. You will hear again from 

Your ftllow-fufFerer, and humble fcrvant, 
A Sugar Colonist. 
Feb. g, 1776. 
THE Weft-India Merchant is much o- 
bligcd to this intelligent correfpondcnt, for 
ihe compliment he pays to his good fenie 
and courage in renouncing his errors j but 
I muft be candid enough to own, I did no 
more than follow the road of my intercft^ 
as foon as I received day-light enough to 
difcoverl had, in the darknefs of my in- 
fatuated ignorance, been deluded into a mi- 
ry way by the falfe glare of the 'Minifter's 
magic kniern j and when I clearly faw the 
' diffsrence 
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4ifference between the right and the wrong, 
I thought it my duty, in humanity, to warn 
my fellow adventurers of their da;iger * 
^any indcc(? had Jed the w^ before me, 
.4nd ^veral have followed* but there are 
iabout ^ne per cent, of our number, who 
are fo pleaied with b'.mdmans buff, and the 
riancing ^gures of the magic lantern^ that I . 
;fear they, together wi.th their leaders, are 
jtoo giddy to be ^eplaimed ; though, wheqi 
I left then>, they appeared to me to be ye? 
fy near a precipice. 

Now, to defcenH from figurative to plain 
(anguage, as I wilh only for a rejioration of 
peace, that the caufes which interrupt my 
own, as we)l as the national trade, may bo 
removed, J jnake it ^ rule not to fully my 
paper with invidious defcriptions of parti- 
cular men, much lefs with their names; 
and ijot lulling after the loaves and fifhes 
at Weftminfter, my defire is rather to fee a 
happy change of meafures, than a precari- 
ous one of men i for to follow the idiom of 
the fapred text, I take more delight in the 
converfion pf finners, than in their con- 
demnation. And as far as my conv£rfa- 
tion and correfpondence reach, I would ra- 
ther endeavour to perfuade Ity general ar- 
gument, than perfonally to irritate my an- 
tagonifts by flinging reproaches, that often 
make them adhere, through refcntment, to 
opinions, which, unprovoked, they might 
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have yielded to fair reafon. I atti" itty 
forry to fee the over-heated 4eal of feme' 
honed planter or merchant, has given it* 
the Gazetteer of this day an erFoneou» and 
improper account of the great Weft-India 
meeting of rfie 7th inftant. That ifteet- 
ing, though large, was conduced with 
great temper and regularity. Thebufincfa- 
of it was to give the laft fancSion to fome 
propofitions to be fabmitted to adminiflra-' 
, tion, for fuch partial relief as may be af- 
forded to the Weft-Indies during the pre-- 
fcnt unhappy civil warj which, propofi- 
tions having been . deliberately confidered;- 
digefted, and approved of, at feveral previ- 
ous committees, and a former general meet- 
ing, WCTe now finally confirmed. '6ome: 
gentleirien, not well ii^ormed of the. bu0-< 
□cfs of die day, which was confined to the 
eoniideration of a few particular heads^ 
thought the whole field of the difpute witlfr 
America was open to them, and was a pro* 
per fubjeft for prefent argument j fooie as 
advocates for the cOTidu<ft of the Miniftry, 
and others- on the popular fide, each, as 
far as they were permitted to proceed».fhcw>. 
ing forth abilities that would have done- 
them honour in a higher allembly;. but, 
the impartiality^ and good fenfe -of the. 
Chairman, very politely recalled tfaem> ac- 
cording to bis duty, to the fpecial- bufinefs- 
before themi. The propofition concerning 
bounties^ 
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bmnttesi wHich had been thorbugBIy con-' 
fidered in the former meetings, as an expe- 
dient that would be ineffedlual in the pre- 
fent cafe, having bien moved again by a' 
very refpeiSable planter, merely for the 
iake of collecting the fenfe of able and ex- 
perienced merchants on that head,- was' 
treated with decenCy, and finally put afidcf 
by the previouis qacftion. 

7he We/l-InSa Merchant. 
NUMBER Vtl. 

S i %i Hanipflead, Feb. 10, 1776^ 

WH I L E I was playing a rubber of 
whift t'other night at a elub' coffeo- 
houfe near Covent-gard^n,- where I am ar 
new member, we were interrupted by the 
fudden arrival of feveral perfons with noify 
and angry exclamation in thfr outer Foom : 
" D — n his Majefiy, a pufillanimous pup- 
** py '" ^^ys on^' — " Aye, aye, its high' 
" time to put an end to fuch iniquitous go- 
" vernment!" faid another. — "He thinks,-. 
•* like other fcoundrels, it is f«fficient if 
'* it will laft for his time, without any re-' 
" gard to his fiicceflbrs," faid a third. — ' 
** The cowardly traitor to abandon a par- 
♦* /y, who had riflced every thing to fup- 
" port the plan!" faid a fourth.—" Ayc' 
" (/ays a fifth) and a fian fo powerfully 
« fup-- 
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•* .fupported!'" — Aftonilhed at fuch bold 
words, we aH laid down our cards, con- 
cluding fomc ftrange and fudderi revolution 
had happened. The clamour continued : 
•* Who will lift his arm again in the caufe 
** of fuch a mock Monarch f" — " Who 
V. will write another line, if the rabble are 
** to.b? .the judges of a man's merit ?"— 
*,': To, the devil, I fay, with King Da~ 
", 'u;W-''— rBy this time the clamourers had 
entered the card room, and we were reliev- 
ed froqi pur aftonilhment, by finding they 
were fome members, of our club juft re- 
tprned from the final damnation of T£>e 
Blackamoor luajhei White, which, with a 
great pofle, they had been endeavouring to 
perfuade the audience, tinder the infiuence 
oi club /flw,.to bedivert'ed wjth and to ap- 
plaud, contrary to their i>atural fenfe and' 
inclinations. As we had' laid down our 
qards, we were curious to hear fome parti- 
culars of .the adtion, and it was neceflary 
to give thefe new coqiers time to evapo- 
rate, before we could exptiH: the room to; 
be quiet, enough to go on with pur whift ; 
fo, as they difperfed among the different 
tables, one or two of them fitting down 
by our's, a gentleman of our party, an A- 
merican Royalift, who fled hither laft year 
from the Tumults at New- York, alked 
one of them, that, by his drefs, feemcd to 
be a parfon, ** whether he thought it was 
G " pofli-' 
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** poflible to win people's affeftions, to^ 
** wards any thing, by force of a cut*'- 

Par/on. " Poffibk F aye, certainly. How 
has all Europe fupported the faith of our 
holy religion, but by the argumenfum ba- 
cuiinumt the knife and the faggot. There 
are too many Deifta and Atheifts among^ 
us as it is ; but good coercive taws can Aill 
bring them to our auditories j and what is- 
more. material, make them pay the orators^- 
and look as if they were iatisfied, or at leaft 
be afraid to own the contrary." 

Rpyaliji. *" I muft allow your argument,, 
as applied to religion, has had a wondetful 
good effect, cfpecially in faving appear- 
ances; but unlefs you could compel peo- 
ple to a regular attendance at the theatres, 
they would hardly come voluntarily, it* 
order to be diverted under the inflacncc of 
your baculine argument. Things that ar& 
mere matters of tafte, can never be recom- 
mended to people by force, but muft be- 
left entirely to their uncontrouled choice. 

Par/on, ** A hey day I is that your doc- 
trine, brother Yankee, what did you fay 
when you came here laft year ? Did not 
you recommend our fending over an army 
to reconcile your country-men to- dfink 
taxed teay and to take a pleafure in trading 
with us, on our dragoon tcrmSy and againft 
their 
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.their own inclinations ? What ! have you 
altered your opinion, my man ?" 

Royaiid. " Altered my opinion ! Why, 
^hy, you are always mixing ferious things 
.with jcfts Matters of government are 
,not to be compared with the farcical ma- 
nagement of a playhoufe. 1 wi(h to God 
I had never come here on this occafion, to 
be the dupe of infidious profeffions and fa- 
tanical politics \" (Here another gentleman 
interfered, and faid) " Forbear, forbear, 
iDodtor, the parallel is not civil: Mr — « 
has faid enough to Ihew his candour, in 
XJwning his change of opinion ; fay no 
more of that matter, but tell us how your 
theatrical expedition has ended." 

Parfon. '* Why, the Green Room Cabinety 
notwithftaoding all their b/u/lering, that 
they would maintain their authority, and 
fupport their ff^hiig-wafied Biackmoor, for 
the purpofe of raijing a revenue ; and rfot- 
withftanding a great poflc 6f us promifed 
to ftand by them with our lives and blud- 
geons, yet, I fay, the little Monarch, and 
bis ejicient Council, finding a more deter- 
mined oppofition than they expected, and 
jthat in the confliift between boxes and gal- 
leries, lihzjoundations of tkeir empire might 
be fliaken, and the fabric torn to pieces, 
were not afliamed, after all thtir boafts, to 
abandon the projedl, and to make zfneak- 
i/tgf or, as they called it, a prudjtit retreat." 
'■'-'■■'■■■■• G 2 Roya!i/i, 



ogle 



[ +f 1 

Royflfifi. ** Thank you, Doftor, for this 
information : God grant the example may 
be of ufe to other Kings, aod other e^ct- 
ent Councils ! Come, let us 6ni{h the rub- 
ber ; clubs arc trumps ; I ^ave the ho- 
nours in my own hand, and we arc up." 

There was fomething in this little bit of 
converfation that filled me with more fen- 
timents than I know how to exprefs ; I 
thought of it all the way home, but my 
ideas being ftill too great for my little pen, 
I refolved to fend it to you fimply as it 
happened; and am. Sir, yours, &c.'. ' 

A Tobacconist. 

To the WESTsINDiA MERCHANT. 

S I R, Bartletfs- Buildings, Feb. 15, 1776. 

THOUGH I am of a profeffion, which, 
by having been often abufed by men who 
have betrayed their truft, is in no good ef- 
teem, the profeffion itfelf was certainly 
never intended to be exercifed by any othet 
than men of the ftrifteft honour and inte- 
grity. In plain Englilh, Sir, 1 am an at- 
torney J that is, a man legally qualified to 
aifl under the name, and (according to the 
bsft of his judgment) for the benefit of 
others. The Honourable Houfe of Com- 
mons are conftitutionally intended as attor- 
nies for the freeholders, citizens, and bur- 
gcflcs 
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,geffes of the nation -, and the King himfelf 
is no more than an attorney, to iee to the 
execution of the laws, and to watch the 
general intercft of the community within 
and without his kingdom or attorneyfhip, 
with dircftions, like ^l other attornies, to 
advife with couniel on every knotty point. 

Now, it being very clear that the King, 
the Parliament, and myfelf, are all of one 
and the fame profeffion, I think it very 
.unjuft, that the petty-fogging treachery, 
and fraudulent double dealing of any fet 
of low rafcals, (hould fix a general charac- 
ter of infamy on the whole profeffion, in- 
cluding the highefl ranks in the nation, as 
if, in our capacity of attornics, we were all 
fcoundrcls. 

This, Sir, by way of preface, to obviate 
the vulgar prejudice againft my calling, and 
to engage you to receive me with a gentle- 
man-Tike attention. 

' I think you fet but in your 6rft eflay, by 
pleading in excufe for your meddling with 
politics, that the Anicrican wa^had broke' 
into your compting-houfe.' I have a fimi~ 
Jar excufe to make fpr myfelf, that it has 
broke into the hall of our inn, where t 
iiave been in peaceable commons thefi? 
twenty jears, till the conduift of thofe in- 
truf^t'd with the management of our fi- 
nance^ provoked a convention of our com~ 
ihuniiy lail: te^m, when one of our bre- 
' ^ ' thren. 
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ithren, in behalf of the whole, addrefled 
the bench in a fpeech, whichj not to take 
up more of your or my own time at prefent, 
I wilt fend you in my next. 

} am, ficc. 

AN Attorney. 

^ew Lloyd's, February 19, 1776. 

THE ftrongeft fentiment raifcd in m? 
by the converfation related in the letter of 
my correfpondent 7%e Tobaccomji, is thaf 
of joining moll heartily in the laft prayer 
of the Royalift, " That wc may have wif'7 
•• dom to make a prudent and peaceable re- 
^' treat, while it is yet time, and before our 
*• foundations are ftiaken, and our fair edi- 
•* fice is torn tp pieces." And though I 
have had hitherto at horrid opinion of th? 
card clubs at the Weft end of the town, I 
am inclined to relax a little in favour of 
one, where they can moralise, in the midfl 
of their play, and even lay down their 
cards, when they think the ftate is in 
danger. 

My friend the attorney comes forward 
with lb honeft a countenance, Icannot doubt 
his integrity, and therefore fliall thank him 
for any communication that may affift a 
righteous caufe. 

The Wejl-India Merchant. 

N U M- 
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NUMBER Vm. 

SIR, Feb. 18, lyyS. 

IPromiled you flioald hear from me' 
again. I make haile to fierform my 
promife. 

Upon the debate in the Houfe of Lords 
in the laft feffion, when the Marquis of 
Rockingham prefented our Weft-India, and 
the North-American petitions, a certain 
Lord took this line ; He faid, that he be- 
lieved the apprehenfions of the petitioncrff 
were well founded ; that he had no doubts 
but that the Weft-Indies would fufFer ex- 
ceedingly in the conteft. It was poffiblc, 
he added, that Great- Britain, with all her 
efforts, might not fucceed. Notwithftand- 
ing, he thought, the Weft-Indian and thcf 
North-American eommerce, with their re- 
lative advantages to this country, ought all 
to be facrificcd, and the rifk of a mifcar- 
riage endured, rather than reftore America 
to her fituation at the conclufion of the laft 
war, which was all ftie required. 

In this fpeech there appears a fpirit of 
bravery, differing only in a fingle circum- 
ftance from that of the Roman Curtius. 
The ancient hero devoted to deftruftion 
himfelf, his horfe, and his armour. Hif- 
tory tells us he fucceeded, and the gulph 
was clofed. The modern devotes not him- 
felf. 
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ielf, but what is indeed of infinitely more 
value, Airierica and our Weft- (lidiiis i the 
commercial wealth and ftrength of Great- 
Britain, her armies and her navies ; yet rio 
hiftory is like to rfecord his fuccefs. Phi- 
I^fophers' hold, that in repeating an expe- 
riment, the procefs muft'be conduced pre- 
Cifely ill' every particular,' as it had been 
before. . There are, .who impute the fail- 
ure, in. his Lprdfliip's experiment to a neg- 
le<3: of .this wholefome caution ; vrbo be-, 
lieve, fhat.had the. example been copied 
with exaflnefg in the <;apital point, by a' 
perfpn^l facrifice, the d.iv^lion would moft- 
undoubtedly have been healed. I am of, 
another opinion. I am clear the noble and 
learned Lord can heal it without any bo-, 
dily harm. The danger lies in keeping it 
open. ' • _ <■ '• - - 

In the prefcnt ibffion of ParHament, thtf 
learned Lord goes further than in the laft j' 
for, admitting the original ihjuftice and'in- 
expediency of the attempt, he contends foe 
tiie jieceiTity of pufiiing it to the laft ex- 
tremity. The morality of the do<Srine 
having been thoroughly reprobated, I take 
my leave of it. without a iingle remark; 
Not fo fuddenly Ihall I part with it in the 
political fenf& 

The pofition takes for granted, that A- 

merica-will accept of no atonement for the 

paft, of no fecurity againft future injuries. 

7hc 
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The battle muft be fought, like that be- 
tween the fraternal offspring of the dra- 
gon's teeth fown by Cadmus, turning an- 
cient fable into modern hiftory. His 
meaning is corroborated by the application 
of the fpeech of Guftavus Adolphus to. his 
foldiers marching to aigage : *' See thofc 
men there I If you do not kill them, they 
will kill you." Let us then examine the 
premiies which are to juAify the bloody 
conclufion. Truly, the anceftors of the 
New-England people have difcovered, in 
many cafes* a Ipirit of independence. 
Without flaying to enquire, whether every 
inftance was a crime, ( fay, will the Bri- 
tifli Parliament, in all the plenitude of its 
omnipotence, prefume to arrogate the myf- 
terious attributes of the God of Heaven 
and of Earth, by vifiting the fins of the 
fathers upon the children unto tlie third 
and fourth generation ? That God forbids 
the inference. Neither do the laws of rca- 
fbning permit a general conclufion to be 
drawn from a particular charge ; from the 
part againA the whole. The Congrefs Is 
not compofed of Delegates from New- 
Ei^land alone. It comprehends thirteen 
different Provinces. 

Thefe Provinces are difcriminatcd from 

each other in modes of worfliip, in forms 

of government, in the produfts of the ibil, 

in the manners and occupations of the in- 

H hal^tants. 
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habitants. Nor is it long lince thofc diC- 
cofdant principles, operating with a com- 
petition in intercfts, have ceafcd to produce 
their natural effedls ; divifions, perhaps 
avcrfions. What wonderful charm, ex- 
tinguifhing the fparks of mutual prejudices, 
has thus united the hctorogeneous mafs, 
and confolidated it into one congenial bo- 
dy ? A body, animated in every part with 
the fame fpirit, whofe wifdom and firmnefs 
are equally proof againft the fnarcs of arti- 
^ce, and the fhocks of power. This won- 
dcrous charm is, the love of liberty. That 
love is the ruling paflion, controuling or 
abforbing the reft. They believe their li- 
berty invaded, and join to defend it. Thefe 
are the principles which cement America, 
and eilablifh a general convention, giving 
to the recommendations of that faithful 
rcprefentative of their coriftituents, the au- 
thority of laws, with the energy and a<Si- 
vity of a government by choice. Ameri- 
ca, to a love of liberty derived from her 
fore-fathers, affociated a fond partiality for 
thq country from whence they came. The 
glory of England has ever been the pride 
of all her Colonies. The Congrefs there- 
fore, the fymbol of the confederated conti- 
nent, is alike attentive to repel the attack, 
and to reftore the ancient harmony. The 
inftruftions of the feveral Colonies to their 
Delegates, inculcate thefc two cardinal 
' points. 
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points. Some provinces go further, for- 
bidding them to confent to any meafure 
leading to a reparation from the Mother 
Country. America, united for the two. 
purpofes, has clearly and concilely defined 
her pretenfions. Place them as they flood 
in 176?, and they arc fatisfied. That ftep 
atones for the paft, and is a fecurity for 
the future. 

If thebond of American union be thus 
diiTolved by a generous conceffion, is it 
poffible for any one or more of the Colo- 
nies, independently, inconfiftently, con- 
trary to folemn and repeated declarations, 
to perfevere in a contention whofe objects 
are removed or gratified ? Or will the 
members of the Congrefs, from private 
motives, difobey the commands, and crofs 
the wifhes of the perfons who invefted 
them with the facred truft ? I can point 

INDEED TO EXAMPLES OF DELEGATED 

POWER THUS ABUSED J but Until an exam- 
ple can be quoted from a reprefentaiivet cho* 
fen and fubfifting like the American Con- 
grefs, Iwill not allow its force. That body 
is ftriftly the creature of the people, and yet 
it governs them implicitly. It governs 
them thus, becaufe they fee themfelves 
guided by it, with ability and integrity, to 
the mark to which they are determined to 
go. Let any member of them all deviate 
a ftep from this line ; were he the man 
H 2 the 
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the mofl' exalted in perfonal merit, and in 
popular favour, he would find himfelf ncg- 
]e<^ed, deferted,, and abandoned. 

That America is afpiring to indepen- 
dence, is a vifionary notion ; no traces upon 
earth are to be difcovered of its exiftence. 
Perhaps it may be 'found in the moon, 
coupled with the romantic idea of atuime- 
fican conquejl. 

Let me not be mifunderftood. Far from 
meaning that America can never become 
an independent Jiate, I only contend that 
flje does not wifli for independency at pre- 
Jenti and that her bias towards England 
is fo ftrong, that nothing but violence can 
keep the two countries afunder. A perfe- 
verance in vio/ence will at laft totally alie- 
nate her afFedtions ; and independency, a- 
dopted from necejjity, become the mofl: 
diftinguifhed favourite from choice. More 
efpecially, a ijioUnce, which aggravating 
the common calamities of war, infligates 
the domeftics of a family to treachtrous 
murderty fuborns the wild Indian to native 
a6ts of favage cruehy, lays defencelefs 
towns in ajhes, and threatens to fend fa- 
mine to countries beyond the reach of fire 
or fword. But the attempts are more odi- 
ous than fuccefsful. The Negro, as faith- 
ful to his mailer as the Highlander to his 
chief, refifts an allurement which he does 
not comprehend. The Indian nations are 
them- 
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themfelves enthufiafix fos hhetty, and are 

not urged by intereft of revenge. The 
inbabitants of the cooil: find fafe retreats, 
and plenty mocks at the denunciation of- 
^mine. Above all, America inoputes not 
her fuf&rings to the natiout but to a jhsr- 
ty. To a ^r/y, confidered by her to be 
alike inimical to the fretdom of EngHfli- 
men on both fides of the Atlantic. What, 
although many addrefies for more blood 
have reached the throne, tiimidathig the 
common father of all his people to Ori- 
fice his children to the idol Mok>dl, in the 
ihape of dignity ! America will know the 
origin of thefe addcefies, their progrefs*. 
and their whole failtory, and will not a- 
bate her veneration for the name of Eng- 
lishmen, any more than does, amidft his 
deteftation of the prefent meafuces^ 

Your moft humble ferrant, 

A Sugar CotoNtsT. 

New Lloyd's, February 22, 1776. 

THIS ingenious correTpondent reafbns 
as juftly as if he had acq^uired his method 
in a compting-boufe. Left my pdite read- 
ers &ould fneer at this remark, I will ac- 
quaint them that I found the arts of logic 
and algebra, which I learned in my youth, 
no more than mere fpeculatioos, until I 
faw them pra^cally exemplified by porting 
books 
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books in my father's compting-houfe. And 
when I reflect on the unhappy ftate of pub- 
lic affairs, I cannot help fufpedting that 
our great rulers are very deficient in that 
branch of moft ufeful learning, the me- 
thod of ilating an account by a mercantile 
equation, pro and con, as between debtor 
and creditor, according to which wc cfti- 
mate and compare the probable profit and 
lofs of every projefted undertaking before 
we engage in it ; and were I a refponfible 
Minifter, I would, in the mercantile man- 
ner, jlate our prefent undertaking thus : 



The Empire Dr. 

To a civil war with 

our children. 



Contra Cr. 

By the dignity of the 
parent ilate. 



Upon which ftating, I would reafon thus : 
If, peradventure, in this experiment, 
twenty millions of treafure fhould be waf- 
ted ! the trade of the commonwealth loft ! 
the navy ruined ! fifty thdufand fellow-fub- 
je£ts ilain by mutual m^ifacre! a hundred 
thoufand ftarved to death ! and one milIi-> 
on more reduced to beggary ! 

Will the wordi dignity^ though backed 
by an aft of Parliament, be fufficient to 
balance this dreadful account F I take no 
notice of the rifle of invafions j we have 
the word and honour of fome foreign Minif- 
tcrs to fecure us frotli that danger. 

The Weft-India Merchant, 
NUM. 
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NUMBER IX. 

To the WEST-INDIA MERCHANT. 
8 I R, Bartlett's-BuililEngg. Feb. 19, 1776. 

ACCORDING to promife in my let- 
ter • of the 1 5th inftant, I fend the 
fpeech of ope of our aiTociates, delivered 
in our hall laft term. 

An Attorney. 

A COPY of a Speech delivered in ^—'s- 
Inn-HalL 

IMPRESSED with an idea that the 
honourable Benchers are trufteep for the 
Society, we, the Barrifters and Students, 
take the liberty to offi;r our thoughts upon 
■ your late refolution. We mean not to en- 
ter into the queftion, if it can be a quef^ 
tion, whether there is any difference be- 
tween refiftance to a bad government, or a 
rebellion to overturn the conftitution of a 
country, and dethrone its King. We wifli 
not to difcufs the point, whether the foldi- 
ers alfeady fent, or hereafter to be fent, 
againft their fellow-fubjeifts in America, 
are, or are not, the miniflerial and parlia- 
mentary inftruments of tyranny and op- 
prcffion. We indeed, with concern, hear 

• Vide Weft-India Merchant, No. 7. 

that 
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that the foldiers* who have been empIoye4 
againft their fellow-citizens, are objeds of 
relief, fity, aod compaffion — real objefflfl 
of pity and compaffion, in having been de- 
ceived into an unnatural and disgraceful 
fervicc ; true obje<5ts of relief in having 
fufffered the greateft dishonour and the 
greatest calamities attendant upon war— 
^ggf famine^ and defeat. We arra^n not 
the motive which gave rife to the fubfcrip- 
tioB> but we moft fincerely lament the oc 
cqfion of it. We complain not of the fum 
given, but we challenge and call in qucf- 
tion the right, the propriety, and the mode 
of its being given. Wc infift that the 
trasfitory body of Benchers are the tem- 
pcK-ary truftees fw the Society at large, and 
that no money belongiag to it ought to bo 
appropriated to any other ufes, or for any 
other purpofes, than thofe of the Socie^. 
We conceive it to be a breach of truft, to 
divert its revenue from this its^jjroper chan- 
Bel. We think that the fum granted and 
fubfcfibed might,' with more propriety, 
have been expended in repairing the ruin^ 
• ous chambers of a deferted Inn of Court, 
than in a vain and oileotatious a<£l oi cha- 
rity. 

Equally with yourfelves we ccrtiwmferatc 

the fufferings of the fbldiery, but at the 

fame time we wifli to fte no more miny- 

terial fufferers objcfe of your minijierial 

bounty ] 
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boutity; no more devoted viiflims objed* 
of your folicited compaiBon. We feci for 
the hardfhips of individualsi and wifh Dur" 
felves to relieve them, bat we cannot ac-i 
knowledge the juftice or gertfirofity of fub- 
fcribing what was not your's to give. It 
was, we think, incumbent upon you; it 
is, we hope, competent to you, to diftin- 
guiCh between an open violation of pro- 
perty, and an underhand difpofal of truft 
money. In our humble apprehenfion, the 
difference coniifts only in this : The one 
is very mean and pitiful j the other bold 
and daring. 

Men ought to be juft before they are ge- 
nerous. Nemo dat qui non kahet. Thele, 
and the like legal maxims, with the ^r^- 
per application of them, cannot but be 
icnown to the learned Benchers of this inn. 
Further, Gentlemen, we conceive that 
the fubfcriptions fet on foot, arc not fo 
much calculated for the purpofe of reliev- 
ing diflrefs, as of promoting human mi- 
ftry. We confider them as bribes, and 
not rewards ; inftigations to cruelty, and 
not exertions of humanity. To dcvelope 
the characters of men. or as Lord Claren- 
don fomewhere exprdles himfelf, '• to dif- 
&&. their infirmities," is a painful talk; to 
arraignthe motives of their actions, is al- 
ways an invidious one. But thus much 
we will be bold to fay^ that in the Ga^^tte 
I li& 
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lift of Addrcffers, there are men who were 
never ib much as fufpeft^d of wishing well 
to this country. In the news-paper cata- 
logue of fubfcribers, the names of perfons 
are to be found who were never thought 
to feel for diftrcfs, or ever known to relieve 
an objeift. In former charities, the wi- 
dow gave her mite, and the unknown hand 
dropped the donation ; in the prefent, the 
benefactor announces his- name',' and the 
quantum of his benevolence to the world. 
•' Who giveth in fecret, Heaven rewards 
openly j" who giveth openly, the Miniiter 
rewards in fecret. We are taught the firft, 
I verily believe the latter. This at leaft is 
certain, that the fubfcriptions are pleafing 
to the Minifter, and grateful to his mafter. 
The reafon is but too plain and obvious ; 
they give a fantSion to the violent meafures 
of an unrelenting and defperate Junto. Mi- 
niftry have brought a great nation to the 
brink of ruin, and nothing is fo agreeable 
to them as a bill of indemnity. An otfer of 
pardon before, or a certainty of pardon af- 
ter the commiflion of a crime, is the great- 
eft poflible encouragement to either public 
or private oifenders. 

Another reafon which weighs in our 
minds againft the prefent fubfcriptions, is, 
that they are intended to produce the fame 
effedt as Addreffes. The purport indeed of 
the oile is more open and avowed ; the 
defiga 
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defign of the other more artful and conceal- 
ed. AddrefTes breathe a mofl unchriftian 
fp'mt; without caufe they provoke a pious 
and peaceable King to make a cruel war upon 
bis own fubjedts, which, without reafon, 
his Minifters refufed to wage againft the 
natural enemies of his fubjeds. The pain 
which the father of his people feels upon 
this occafion, is inexpreilibly great. Hap- 
pily fubfcriptions relieve the wounded feel- 
ings of his Majefty, and by an offer of 
fuccouring the foldier's widow, prevail up- 
on his reluctant mind to facrifice the fol- 
dier. If, Gentlemen, fubfcriptions were 
not gracioufly approved by our mofl: graci- 
ous Sovereign, we Ihould add, that we can- 
not admire the liberality of granting large 
fums of money, in order lo excite a fierce 
foldiery to depopulate and lay wafte fertile 
and e:(tenfive provinces. We cannot com- 
prehend that charity which is forward to 
relieve the difl:refs of individuals, and at the 
fame time dc'^rous to entail mifery upon 
thoufands. The ftarving Scotch charity 
is« thank Heaven, cold in an Englishman's 
breaft '*. 

• To the difgrace of human nature, the Lord 
or Scotland pleaded in Parliament the npcef- 



fity of llarving.thc Americans. To the dilhoi 
the Britifli nation, the retraining bill palTed ; and in 
contempt of our underlbndlngs, this and the late a£ts 
of Parliament are called merciful and humane. 

I a Whether 
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Whether we view him in the light of 
an oftentatious fubfcriber, or a flattering 
addrelTor, we cannot look upon him as a 
friend to his country, who in any way, or 
J by any arts, promotes a ruinous and expcn- 
five civil war; a war unfortunate in its 
commencement, terrible in the profccu- 
tion, and uncertain in the event. Viflory 
over the cowards, even S — d — ch muft al- 
low, is doubtful. To hazard the lafety of 
a kingdom for a revenue, which is not to 
be raifed, or if raifed, which will not be 
fufficient to pay the military collectors} to. 
enforce a duoious right by the point of the 
fword, which right is not to be exercifed 
after the fword is (heathed in the fcabbard; 
to continue a contcft, in which it is more 
than probable that every thing may be loft, 
and no advantage gained, is the extreme of 
-political madnefs. America is driven to 
defperaUon ; flie aimed not at indepen- 
dence. England is the feat of empire at 
prefent, but it Ihould be remembered, that 
if a reconciliation does not take place, ibi 
Imperiium foret uki ViSioria juerit. The 
chriftian, the man of humanity, and the 
true friend to his unhappy country, is he 
who deprecates the ravages and horrors of 
war J not he who ftirs up the fpirit of def- 
trudtlon. Even the gentle N — , touched 
with the fcnfe of human wee, weeps over 
his ovvn victories. It is not with him, as 
other 
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Other conqueror* : the feelings of the man 
arc, not loft in the glories of a triumph. It 
is but doing him juftice to fay, that he has 
tcndernefs enough to figh for peace, but 
not manlinefs enough to make it. 

On another account. Gentlemen, we can- 
not approve the donation ; it was partial 
andinfidious. Like ibme fmuggled Borough 
Addrefs, it was meant to convey the fenfe 
of a fociety without confulting the opinion 
of its members. Ten men take upon 
themfelves to fuggeft to the Minifter the 
fentiments of more than twenty times that 
number. I am not miilaken in my pre- 
mifes, nor have I drawn a falife conclution. 
I have committed no error in calculation. 
With refpea. Gentlemen, to the aft we 
complain of^ we conceive that no mwi, or 
fet of men, have a right to give and grant 
that which is not their own. If you have 
the, right, pardon our preient prcfumption ; 
if you have not the right, refcind your 
late refolution. The precedent is danger- 
ous, and tends to the annihilation of a fo- 
ciety, of which we are members, and in 
whofe happinefs and profperity we feel our- 
felves interefted and concerned. But if 
the precedent was not dangerous, yet the 
meafure is prepofterous. To begin a war 
by opening a fubfcriptiont is no happy 
prognofticof fuccefs. indeed a dark cloud 
hangs over this kingdom; every thing 
wears 
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wearsamoftunfavoiirableafpeajManchcfter 
takes the iead in Addreffes ; Harley fets on 
foot fubfcriptions, and in fupport or en- 
couragement of them, the honourable truf- 
tees of a Law Society violate their truft.'* 



I THOUGHT t'other day, Mr. Miller, 
that my correfpondent from the Cocoa Tree 
had been guilty of a political folecifm, 
when he talkcjj of a regal commonwealth, 
till I recolleded Denmark, Sweden, Po- 
land, and Germany, were avowedly fuch 
in their inftitution ; and that our wife 
Queen Elizabeth, notwithftanding her great 
fway, always affedled to call her dominions 
a commonwealth, and by her remiffion of 
taxes, proved that (he fincercly thought 
them fo. In this view, I know nothing 
that points out more clearly the nature of 
our excellent republican conftitution, than 
that all its conftituent parts, as well as e- 
vcry little offspring or derivative, are in 
their eiTence types ci( the whole ; all, and 
every one of them, liable to fimilar dif- 
orders, and capable of fimilar remedies. 
The magiftrates, under the fantftion and 
authority of the laws, are armed with pow- 
er to maintain equal juftlce and peace a- 
mpng all the people. And while their 
power is employed for thofe purpofes, it 
is fo readily fubmitted to, as to, appear ir- 
refiftible. 

But 
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But when the governing power, or ma- 
giftracy itfelf, becomes viGbly corrupt, it 
loon lofes the good opinion of the people, 
and with that its authority j and if they 
who exercifc it, have not the good fenfe, . 
moderation, or refolution, to reform their 
condudt, as foon as they perceive its enor- 
mity complained of, the community, after 
vainly rcmonftrating, will always endea- 
vour to compel a reformation, by taking 
the power into their own hands. 

Thus we fee this little community of 
lawyers rifing up as one man, againft the 
malverfation fufpefted an their rulers, ia 
which probably they are as much guided 
by their republican inftinft, as by the 
knowledge of their particular laws. And 
thus has every intolerable enormity in this 
great commonwealth, been finally correc- 
ted or curbed, when the perverfe obftinacy 
of its rulers, turning a deaf ear to the re- 
peated murmurs of the people, has pro- 
voked them to refume the fupreme power, 
for the purpofe of redreffing grievances, by 
replacing it in better hands. 

Wife, therefore, fuperlatively wife, are 
thofe rulers, who can forefee the ftorm, 
and corredt their errors in time. 

The Weft-India Merchant, 
N U M- 
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NUMBER X. 

Mr. Miller, 

AS a mere merchant, I might confine 
my thoughts and my corrcfpondence 
with you, to the coofidcration of national 
profit and lofs in trade ; but as a man, and 
an .Englifhman, I cannot avoid ieeling and 
exprefling my feelings for the wounded 
honour of my country, and of humanity. 

I remember, fome years ago, two Italian 
noblemen of great families, officers in the 
Auftrian army, Simulated by avarice, and 
allured by the brilliancy of diamonds and 
golden toys, robbed and murdered a travel- 
ling jeweller at Maeflricht, cut his car- 
cafe into junksy and packed it up in his 
cbeft, in place of the jewels and wealth 
which they had purloined j and being im- 
mediately feized and queflioned by the 
Dutch ma^iHirates, they, as men of ho- 
nour, difdained to deny the &£t, but con- 
fidently thought they ma^ a reafonable 
and geiitleman-like defence, in faying, i&e 
felhw nvas onfy a Jeiv. It feems, however, 
thofe reafons, which probably would have 
been fufficient to palliate. If not to juHify 
the aftion, in forae parts of Italy, did not 
prevent the Dutch tribunal from condemn- 
ing them to the wheel. 

Alas I 
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Alas ! I am hearlUyforry to fee that theie 
maxims of Italian morality are growiag 
very fafton my countrymen in power; and 
that the bafeH: actions feeoi, in their opi- 
nion, to lofc their atrocity, when they are 
only perpetrated by Britifh authority on the 
vagrants of trade and colonies. But if we 
have in the wildnefs of wrath authorifed 
any meafures, that on refleftion we fliould 
be afhamed of, I hope it is not too late to 
ilop the farther progrefs of bur own in- 
famy ! 

I refign the remainder of my column to- 
day to my new correfpondent, whom you 
will find no lefs a painter than a planter. 

The JFeli-India Merchant, 

To the WEST-INDIA MERCHANT. 

SIR, April 8, 1776^ 

As you have declared it to be your in- 
tention to avoid perfonal refledtions, I fliould 
hardly have ventured on fending you the 
incloied letter, were I not' confcious that 
perfonal refentment had no fliarc in its com- 
pofition. Its objeft, indeed, is to arraign 
the public condudt of a certain individual 
on a particular occafion j but, exclufive of 
that conduift, the charafter of the honour- 
able gentleman to whom it is addrefledf 
ftands juft as it did ; and if the charge now 
brought againft him, be founded on mif- 
K ' information. 
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information, my cenfures fall of cor.rfe to 
the ground. With this plea in my fi:vv.ir, 
I (raft you will have noobjeiSion to ihe 
piiUication of this my firfl eflay, which 
mtty probably produce a further correlpon- 
dence from. Sir, 

Your very hraible icrr^t,. 

A PtANTER* 

To G — V — R . 

SIR, 

N a lhort» but memorable fpecch in the 
^ Houfe of Commons, when you flood 
forth unexpedledly to promote the motion 
for an Addrefs to his Majefty, you arc faid 
not only to have declared yourfelf with 
lingular acrimony againft the people of A- 
merica, but to have expreffcd a favage hope 
and unchriftian confidence, that the negro 
flaves in the foulhern provinces might, by 
proper encouragement, be induced to rife, 
and embrue their hands in the blood of 
their maflers. 

For the honour of humanity I was un- 
willing. Sir, for a confiderable lime, to be- 
lieve that this foul charge againft you had 
the ilighteft foundation in truth ; but foul 
as the charge certainly is, it ftands hitherto 
uncontradifted. It has been repeated in 
more than one publication ; yet neither youv 
nor 
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nor any friend* for you, have iliewn the 
fmallcft anxiety to refute it. We have e^ 
ven been told, that a pr«notion in your 
family has been in Come meafure the con- 
fequence of it. The public muft naturally 
fuppofe then, that it was fairly brought, 
and that in thefe days of piety and grace, 
it is thought by thofe in power, to reflet 
no difhonour on a man, hitherto refpe£led 
fcH- his abilities and urbanity, to avow fen- 
timents which 1 verily believe would have 
disgraced the foloodiefl: inquifitor in the 
Court of Philip the Second. 

I fear, Sir, our righteous Minifters 
fcarcely knew the full extent of thefe hu-' 
mane wilhes of your's. Had they been 
fas ym were) in one of our Weft-India 
iilands, during an infurre£tion of the ilaves, 
and had they fccn (ai youfam) a fmall fpc- 
cimen qf the manner in which thefe fava- 
-ges c(>ndu(9; a war, I am perfuaded they 
would have given a ftronger teftimony of 
their approbation of your zeal in their fer- 
vice, than that of advancing your noble 
relation only. " Yourfelf would alfo, I 
think, have dipt your fingers in the golden 
fountain of preferment ; for furely, when 
Covrardice is in power, it is fomewhat un- 
natural and uncommon, that Cruelty (her 
ruffian lifler) fliould remain difregarded and 
forgotten* 

K % Let 
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Let me therefore, good Sir, do that juf- 
tice to your merit on this occafion, of 
which a falfe modefty has hitherto deprived 
you. A (hort recital of a trifling fad:, 
which occurred in your own Government 
of — — — ^ and under your own eye, will, 
I am perfuaded, afford a better idea to ad- 
miniftrarion of the nature and extent of 
the benevolent propofal and gallant wifla 
of your's, than even the eloquence of thofc 
confummate politicians and found divines, 
John Weflcy and Dean Tucker. 

In an iiirurre£tIon of the (laves feme 
years ago in the iiland before mentioned 
(and, for the honour of the — — — plant- 
ers, I can aver with truth, that it began 
among flaves who had no juft caufe of 
complaint againft their mailer) the negroes 
belonging to a certain plantation took the 
opportunity of their owner's abfen^e to fur- 
round the dwell ing-houfe, and feize on 
the perfon of their unhappy millrefs. She 
was a young lady of great beauty, . meek, 
innocent, and unoffending ; had been jnar- 
ried about two years, and was in bed with 
a lovely infant when the bloody favages 
furrounded the houfe, and demanded her 
perfon. Refiftance and prayers were equally 
fruitlefs. The female flaves who attended 
her, dared not to exprefs their pity (if pi- 
ty they felt) but having haftily. thrown a 
loofe robe over hej, delivered the miferable 
victim 
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victim into their Hands ; and {he heard the 
favages calmly deliberate on the means of 
putting her to death by the moft lingering 
torments, without uttering a fingle fuppli- 
catory groan, fo entirely were her faculties 
abforbed in allonifhment and horror. It 
happened, however, that her perfon and 
appearance (for the moon flione bright) 
excited the appetite of one of the villains^^ 
who changing the fubje6i, declared that he 

'would carry her into the woods, and prc- 
ferve her for his miftrefs. The others, 
dreading his refentment, reluctantly con- 

Tented ; and the next object of their cruelty 
was the child, which they inftantly devo- 
ted to deftruftion. Nature now refumcd ' 
her feat in the bofom of the unfortunate 
mother. She fcreamed aloud, and clafp- 
ing the knees of the beaftly favage who had 
fpared her life, implored him to fave her 
child. She implored in vain. The mon- 
gers derived a luxury from her tears j and 
to compleat their delight, holding up the 
poor bsbe by the feet in the mother's fight, 
they cleft it in twain with a hatchet ; and 
indeed happy would it have been for the 
poor lady, had her own fate been as quickly 
decided j for though at this inftant affif- 
tance came and rcfcued her from their 
hands, it came too late. The unhappy 
woman was faved but in part. Her fcnfcs 
were gone for ever, and ihe remains at this 
day 
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day- (if yet flie lives) a pitiable, hopelef&, 
and incurable maniac ! 

Let me now aik you, good Sir, (and 1 
lay it to your confcience) whether the gal- 
lant and heroic feat above mentioned, was 
not in your contemplation at the time you 
recommended fimilar meafures againft the 
Americans ? Nay turn not your flexible 
neck afide, but anfwer ine. Fie, man ! 
what are you afhamed of ? Why, the Ml- 
niftry commend your zeal, and in h&. have 
adopted the projeB. My Lord of Minden 
declares it a high improvement la the art 
of war. It is true the confiderate, the hu- 
mane, and the benevolent part of the na- 
tion, however they differ from the Ame- 
ricans in political fentiments, Ihudder with 
horror at the bafe propofal. They confi- 
der poHibly, that though the Americans 
may be wrong, yet that they aft under a 
conviftion (however ill founded) that they 
are in the right j and that they have cer- 
tainly, even in this kingdom, fome high 
and refpeftable authorities on their fide. 
This plea, it is true, does not entirely juf- 
tifyj but perhaps with the mild and the 
inerciful, it may, in fome degree, leflen 
the great enormity of their offences, It is 
confeffed too, in the cool hour of reflejftion, 
that the prefcnt iyftem of government is at 
Icgft new to the Colonies ; and, if it were not 
laying too much, I would venture to add, 
that 
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that the prejudices of the Americans (if pre- 
judices they are) being of Britijh anceftry, 
are entitled to fomc little indulgence from 
Britons and brethren. But all thcfe no- 
tions, I confefs, are at this time uncourtly 
and uncouth. 7be vultures of the Nortb 
fcream aloud for blood, and blopd they 
wiM have. Yet, to fpeak plainly, when 
I fee a man to whom nature, for far nobler 
ends, has given reach of thought, and pow- 
ers for juft refleiftion, proftitute his fair 
fame to the baie revengeful purpoies of an 
arbitrary faftion i when I fee fuch a perfon 
excel in projedls of cruelty, the Counfel- 
lors of Nero, Domitian, and Commodus, 
I confefs that I k^\ fomething for human 
nature, and blu(h that I am a man. 

A Planter, 



NUMBER XI. 

SIR, April 12, 1776. 

AS you have.invited a general correfpon- 
dence upon the intereftlng fubjedt of 
the American quarrel, I venture to fend you 
-a freih confignment. • 

The guards going to America have been 

reviewed by the King. Befides their ufu- 

^1 -exercife, they had been taught, by crof^ 

iiDg a diteh, and attacking an hillock, of 

furze 
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furze buflies, to pufli an enemy over deep> 
ravines, and drive him out of thidt woods. 
I am ferious. I can difcern in the fplendid 
fpedtacle of a military review, the folid 
advantages of art made perfeft by ufe, and 
the force of habit operating like the im- 
pulfe of inftinil. Applauding the princi- 
ple, I lament the hegledt of its application 
to other eflential points of difcipline. The 
brigade fhould have encamped at Wimble- 
don, vrith all the precautions which will 
become neceflary for their fafety in Ame- 
rica. To reconnoitre the country, occupy, 
poAs, place centries, mount guards, and 
throw up entrenchments, are only a part 
of their cares. They muft depend upon 
themifelves for provifions, for water, for 
ftraw, and for all neceflaries. From WirA- 
bledon they {hould have marched in foldi- 
cr-like order, carrying their arms and the 
accultbmed rounds of powder and ball, 
their knapfacks and cantincs properly pro- 
vided, and their tent poles. Their field 
pieces, with the waggons for ammunition, 
for bread, and for all the fubfiftance of 
man and horfe, for baggage, and for at- 
tendante, {hould have accompanied. Out- 
fcouts, and inking parties fliould have 
guarded againft furprizes, ambufcades, and 
^ lurking riflemen. Above all, no ftrag- 
gling muft have been fuiferedj it would 
have as effedually thinned the ranks by 
defertioa 
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defertldh 'hefe, as it will ty death in A- 
^ttierica; Matdiing in this manner by.tiay, 
and thus encamping at night, the route to 
PortAnouth would have given then> a no* 
tion of their future buiinefs, a buiine&not 
to be conducted like a campaign in tbti 
plains of Germany or Flanders, where the 
peafants are equally ready to accommodate 
both armies for their money j but in . a 
tountry abounding with ilrong pDils and 
dangerous palles; in a country where every 
faian taking a decifive part in the quarrel, is 
an enraged enemy, prepared to defend of 
to deftroy his property^ as to oppofe with 
iirmnels, or to retreat and leave a defart 
behind him, as may bell fuit the genccal 
intereft of the common caufe. Nor would 
the embarkation have been delayed. Thd 
iranfports are not ready, and more time 
will be loitered away before they can be 
t«ady, than would have been fufficient 
for the ufcful ptirpof&of learning leflons, 
tphich a fingle day's march from the fed 
fide muft oblige them to practice. But 
CuAom- has long looked upon a review as a 
ta^i^ fbow } and cuAohi, like other def- 
potS( Is (lot ready to give way to the re- 
tnonftt^tioes tif reafon. The ufual pargde 
only was theteforc to- be repeated with d 
few embellifhments upon the .ufual fpot. 
tJad the minds of the gentlemen of thd 
army been lefs enthralled by cuil:om,the plan 
L I have 
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' I hav* mentioned could not have ^capaj 
them. Surely it would have afibrded a un- 
gular pleafure to bts Majefty> to have re- 
viewed a body of his guards in all the cir- 
cumAance, as well as in the pride and 
pomp of war. Next to the fubftantial ad- 
vantage, I value the pleafure it would have 
afforded the King ; and in contributing to 
that pleafure, as an honefl man, I will not 
yield the palm to any. 

I leave the guards to go to a matter of 
more importance. The army cannot ar- 
rive early enough in America to a<^ with 
effect this campaign. The dodrine a- 
mongft the miniflerial runners, I know, is 
apocryphal J but it is orthodox amongft 
their fuperiors. Adminiilration have con- 
fulted the great military officers, and are 
mortified with an opinion, which they 
ouglit to have forefeen themfelvcs, without 
the affiftance of iktjecmdjjght. 

Whether fuch a formal opinion has been 
aiked, or has been given, is not eafy for a 
private individual to fay with certainty} 
but the grounds for fuch an opinion are ob- 
vious. Great-Britain is providing a force 
by land and fea, greater than Europe has 
for centuries beheld for a lingle expedi- 
tion. The objeft is without example; 
demanding all that force — and more. It 
is to make a war of conqueft, at the dif- 
tance of three and four thoufand miles, a- 
gainft 
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gainft an hardy, a numerous, and united 
people, ezpeding the attack, and deter- 
mined upon defence. The preparations a- 
dequate to the extent, the multiplicity, the 
variety, the uncertainty, the dangers, and 
diftance of the fcrvice, are immenfe. 
Tbefe are the impedimenta belli with a wit- 
nefs ; retarding . the departure, delaying 
the voyage, and embarrafling the motions 
of the force, colle»5ted and colleaing, for 
the arduous enterprize of the new crufa- 
do. A crufado for the propagation of the 
go/pel of faith in parliamentary omni* 
potence. 

It is giving a credit to adminiH ration, be- 
yond what will be univerfally admitted, to 
allow a capacity in the feveral departments 
equal to the talk ; a capacity comprehend- 
ing all things, providing for alt things. 
Let me add, what they have no right to 
expert, a fertes of good fortune, uninter- 
rupted by the whole chapter of accidents. 
Tnat the ftorm, which laid Sir Peter Par- 
ker's {hip like \a log upon the water, and 
difabled and difperfed his fleet, may be the 
laft difailer ; yet the year is already ad- 
vanced, while the whole of an armament 
dellined to a£t above a thoufand leagues 
from England, remains ftiU to be com- 
pleated It is impofllble therefore it fhould 
ail with effefl: this campaign. Our rulers, 
\n, all the plenitude of their pqwer^ can- ^ 
L « not 
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noC arreft the cburfe of nature. The Aiq 
wiU not (land llill, nor the moon be flayed, 
for the Jofliuas of the prefcntday toavenge 
themlelves of their enemies j enemies to- 
be extirpated, becaufe they are determine^ 
to be neither hewers of wpod, nor drawer^ 
of water, to the congregation of their own 
people. 

I am the firmer in the opinions I have 
al3vanced, becaufe they are repugnant to 
my wifhes. I wifti. Sir, the utmoft per- 
fcftion of difcipline, not only to the guards, 
but to the whole army. I wi(h them fair- 
ly landed upon the Northern Continent ; 
hot that I think they will conquer Ame- 
rica. I think that experience will demon- 
flrate the impradlicability of the attempt, 
although reafon has failed t,o convince. 

I have always underftooi that Cervafttes 
formed his Don Quixote upofl the modei 
of the Emperor Charles the Fifth-. Nor 
js the expedition to Africa, the leading 
feature of the likenefs, lefs extravagant 
than the adventure of the windrpills. Be 
it remembered, the Spaniards did then eX" 
- eel, and do continue to excel, the Moors 
in every circuniftance, to a degree beyond 
what Englilhmen in Europe furpafs fhq 
Engliihmen in America, The Mediterra- 
nean, compared to the Atlantic, is a mill 
pond. Whatever might have been the 
motive of the Charles of thofe days to 
make 
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aiifcc^ Ac attempt ; v^fetcver niay feivfe in-- 
(fuccd thc-preferit Cbarlcs to rtfpeat it, the 
ilAlie is ominous. It is a lel^ for tbofe 
who ftoaft their foljicitude for the honouv 
alKj (fignity erf' theh" coontry. 

I repeat, rfi'e con^eft of America is a 
romantic exploit, not to be atchieV6d un-' 
dcr every advantage. It is thereftt* I U- 
Aient tlie abfehce of any. It will unhap* 
pily prove a fund for frefli excufeS. The 
Country gentlemen will be told, the (roop» 
arc yet new to the nature of the fervice.- 
The feafcn for aftfon was paft before thei* 
arrival. In the fpring they t^ill be ready 
to carry every thing before them, and you 
may depend upon the foccefs we have pro- 
mifed. yon. Grant lis only the means of 
another campaign. If you ftop fhorti yoil 
ihrow away the millions you have alrrady ■ 
expended. Perifh thofe millions ! as penfe 
xhcy muftj but let thefn perifh i76riei no* 
iirag down more lirillions to gild their faH. 
Kouze tfifen, ye cobntry gentlemen out df 
your lethargic ftiipor I The deceitful ho|te 
of an American revenue, has 'been your 
bane. It is the poifonous opiate vthicH 
has benumbed your faculties, iriide yoa 
fenfelefs of the misfortunes of others, and 
blind to your own fate. Awake as from 
a profound Qeep, and ilartle to fee your- 
felves carried in it to the edg»of a pre- 
cipice, " 

Let 
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Let the adventure of the fbip Dicken- 
fpn * put an end to your credulity in the 
durances of Miniftcrs, and the faith of 
France. Withdraw your inipHcit confi- 
dence, and thinly and aft as becomes a vq- 
jy refpe^ble, ahhough fometimes a ipuch 
ipi^aken body. 

Leave AliqUters, and thofe who partake of 
the fppilsi to (he ruinous pro^eds necelTaFy ' 
%fi the enjoyment of their prefent power 
9nd emoluments of o^cq. bo far from, 
{baring 'm the fich c;pniircation$, if per- 
chance America flioujfl fall, the country 
gentleman yfill lofe ^veq his darling reve- 
pue ip the difpute^ That \yill b^ abforbed 
in maintaining the conqu^fl. Say, the oI4 
inhabitants vf^re tpajS^crf^* ^nd the lands 
diftributed amqngil the loyal yidors t the 
fucceeding generation will gro^ up Ame-r 
ricans, and look (ipon American privilege; 
as the mod valuable appendages of Amer 
rican pofleffions, Thu^ the firft William 
diftributed the cftates of the yanquiOied 
aoiongft his followers ; and thiis the def- j 
cendants of the Norman Barons extorted 
iron) his fon^ the laws and liberties of their 
3axon predeceflbrs. 

* The {hip Oickenron — the firll Americin {hip 
lened by fhe crew and brought into England, by 
which th«ir correpondence with France was difco- 
Teied,^-§^ ytlmon'B Remembrancer, Vol. II. Page 

361. ' ^ y " 

^ 
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If tbe landed gentleman fhould think 
my addrefs earned beyond meafure, I beg 
the favour of him to confider well the 
Weft-India petition and evidence, as intro- 
duced and fummcd up by Mr. Glover at 
the bar of the Houfe of Commons the laH 
fcffion. A copy of the pamphlet was de- 
livered to every member of the legiflature. 
In the ftate there given of his own fitua- 
tion, of your's, and of mine, he will fee 
juft caufe for excufing, perhaps for joining 
the earneftnefs of 

Your humble ftrvant, 

A Sugar Colonist. 

NUMBER XII. 
To the WEST-INDIA MERCHANT. 
S I R, 

ID I D not fufpeift your correipondent» 
the Sugar Cktlonifi, from his former com- 
munications, to have been (o learned iq the 
art of war, till his letter, which appeared 
in your No. XI. convinced me, that he is 
un bomme qui avuk hup j he has {ecn Jer-^ 
vice, is beyond a martinet^ and goes defp 
into the.^rao^ detail, I myfelf am not 
quite ignorant in military matters, having 
ferved Tome campaigns in my youth j and 
therefore, I prcfume to fay, though with 
great fubmiiUon to his judgment and mi- 
litary 
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iitaiy abilities* .that, .I.appifehend, for sfainl 
.t)f coDpeSing.ia.his idea oilr political and 
tailitary plans tqgetjier, he has not don6 
juilice to the wiiHpm that direfted thfi 
march of the Pretorian cohort ; Xor, as the 
primary views pf adminiftratipnare to raife 
ft revenue from America, and until that is 
effiidted, to make % predatory war,\\. was, 
I fuppofe, thought to be the mpH advan-i 
tageous fpecies of exercife diirinjg the march, 
to let theni try their dexterity jn plundering 
all the country in -their rout to the fea coafti 
which, it fecms, they have done Very cf- 
fet^uaHy. And this excellent difpofitioil 
alfp had the happy confequfince cf pre- 
, Venting the great deiertion, which might 
reafonably have been apprehended ; For dc- 
ing indulged in the liberty of ftraggling^ 
in order to go through the afor^id ma- 
noeuvres, the gallant adventurers wecc.un- 
dcr the abfolute necel^ty of yi-a/i/;?^ bacfc 
to their colours for proteflion agaiiift thti 
civil poipert which^ if liot properly in~ 
Jtru^ed and loyally pliant^ might have re- 
tained them fprthcjudgmefit of anangry 
and ftubborn Jury. 

And now, as to any thing that fran bet 
faid concerning the lofles that particulars 
may fuiFcr by fuch manoeuvres, it may be 
anfwered, that in the various oecurrcnccs 
incident to a common caufe, every ontf 
Aiuft fufier a little, more or lefs, as they 
happen 
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happen to He m the way of the evil. For 
inftance, yoii fay " the prohibitory and cap- 
ture aSis ftarye the Weil-Indies." True, 
fo they may j bat we could not cffeftually 
carry oti our operations, without running 
that riik ; and, in an empire of millions, 
the cafual ruin or Ilarving of an hundred 
thoufand, is no objeft in the cabinet. Wc 
have had men heretofore in military com- 
mands, who, from motives of humanity, 
have kept themfelves and their fquadrons 
from rufhing into dangerous conflifts; for 
which tendernefs they have been degraded 
by their mafters, and ftigmatifcd by the 
vulgar, under the derifivc names of Min- 
den berot and the like. But when the turns 
of Fortune have wheeled thefe men again 
into places of higher power and lefs dan- 
ger, they feeing the folly of their former 
feeblenefs, have put on the apathy of able 
politicians, and revindicating a noble cha- 
racter, have doomed millions to miftry. • 
But to return : If the worft, which you 
apprehend in regard to this country, Ihould 
happen ; that is, if your fugar colonies 
fliould not be able to raife any produce for 
exportation, and for our confumption, they 
in the Leeward Iflands at lealt, will fave 
the payment of the four and i-half per 
cent, duty; which, in the Exchequer, we 
compute ought to be at an average 50, oool. 
a year to the Crown : Wherefore, if your 
M Creoles 
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Creoles and Crabe will only go home, and 
live on their yams, they will be as well 
able to bear the lofs of Mr. Glover's mil- 
lions, as the privy purfe will that of the 
fifty thoufand pounds. 

I am. Sir, your's ,&c. 

A Tally Cutter. 

T*> the W E S T-I N D I A M E R C H AN T. 
SIR, 

BY the Provincial fhip feized at Briftol, 
we have anthoritative' intelligence, that 
there is a friendly commQnication between 
France and the American Congrefs : And 
the laft acconuts from Jamaica confirm fe- 
veral former advices that wc had of both 
Spaniards and French coUefling a naval 
and military force in thofe parts. Far from 
being alarmed with this news, I draw from 
It almoft certain hopes of relief from the 
diflrefs, which our late letters from the 
iflands have afTured us they began already 
to feel. It is well known, the Wcft-lndia 
Iflands belonging to foreign powers, depend 
as abfolutely for their fupply of provifionS 
and lumber on the North-Americans, as 
our's do; therefore it is rational to fuppofe 
they would colleft a force there, in con- 
cert with the Congrefs, to prote6t their 
mutual commerce. By this means, I think, 
it 
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it is probable, our fugar plantations may, 
in ibme meafute, be fupported by a fmug- 
gled trade thro' the foreign iflands. Nor 
do I fear this armament will attack any of 
our fettlements ; for befides, that the 
French and Spaniards have already iflands 
enough of their own, I hope the brotherly 
aifeition of the Northen Colonifts is not 
quite alienated from their unoffending 
countrymen in the fugar colonies, but that 
under their prefent hard circumftances* 
dillrefled and abandoned by their mother, 
they will, at all events,, interefl: themfclvcs 
in their proteftion. 

I anj. Sir, &c. 

A Creole, 

' I N conformity, Mr. Miller, with the 
rule I prcfcribed to myfelf in my firft pa- 
per, I ftifie none of my correfpondents 
letters, though perhaps nothing can add 
more fenfibly to human sffliftion, than to 
fee that their fufferings are made matter of 
amufemcnt to their unfeeling taflc-mafters. 
Well it becomes fuch as my corrcfpond- 
cnt, the Tally Cutter, one of thofe excifing 
vermin who riot in thfe fpoils of the public, 
to fneer at and fport with our prefent ca- 
Umittes. 

In a former paper (No. IX.) I acquainted 
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you with our deplorable ftate, and that I 
feared this country, after cutting off the 
ufual fubfiftance from our fugar iflands 
by the late capture aft, would' not even 
grant them the only relief, which, during 
the continuation of the war, was in their 
power. 

You have feen publifhed, and authenti- 
cated by our Secretary, in the Gazetteer ot 
March 2, that we deputed a committee to 
wait on the Minifters, in a decent and ref- 
pcdtful manner, with our propofitions for 
relief, in cpnfequence of their having de- 
clared in a very great aflcmbly, when the 
bill for the capture a£t was in debate, and 
oppofed with irrefragable argument, '• that 
if any other plan could be dcvifed for re- 
lieving the fugar colonies, they would pro- 
mote it to the utmoft of their power" 
And you have feen, under the famo autho- 
rity, that our propofitions were anfwcrcd 
in the negative*. 

Such warm and pointed profeffions. from 
pcrfons whofe nods f«m to command the 
vctfs. and Khtfate of nations, convinced my- 
felf, and ibme others of our community, 
who, from our moderation, are fufpedled 
and acGufed {by the hotter heads) of being 
minifijerial tools ; I Qiy, convinced us at 
that time, that the noble Lords who made 
thofe profeffions, were iincerely in carneft 
to 
• See Almon's Remembrancer, Vol. 11. Page 313. - 
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to ferve us, and not w?rely inteoiling to 
baffle oppofition by fidlacious promifec, 
inftead of folid argument.; and tlierefore 
knowing how chtir^y it was in their pow- 
er to make good t^.^ir pfofeflions ; in order 
to form a plan, we ppnfulted and delibe- 
rated in feveral great -meetings, wherein all 
part;ies agreed in this general propofition, 
" that ,un)efs we, could find an. additional 
jnarket in Great-Britain and Ireland, for 
the rupi and fugar.th^t.Wa; turetofore ta- 
ken off by North-ili|jerica J whkb pro- 
duce, turned into money, mi^t- xnable 
the planters to pqrcbafQ {qmber andprovi- 
fions wherever they can. be procured, it 
would not be in their power, during the 
continuation of the war^ and thcprefent 
laws, to carry on their ufuaL plantations, 
and to feed their fervai)ts and negrpes;-"' 

The method of relief which vn pro- 
pofed was iimple, precedented, and irithin 
every one's memory pra^fed, not only 
without inconvenience, but with manifeft 
advantage to the people> and to the Exche- 
quer. It increafed the revenue ; it fiipplied 
a fpecies of ipirits lefs pernicious to man- 
kind, than thofe frefli drawn from corn { 
it left barley to the brewers, to mitke 
cheaper and wholefomer beer ; in fine, it 
was notorious, that during the three years 
{hat the diftillation of grain was totally 
flopped. 
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ftopped, the fobrtety and morals of the 
people were amazingly improved. 

But the caufe, which then called for that 
expedient, happened here ai hornet where, 
agreeable to the old provicrb, charity always 
begins, and accordingly the caufe was felt 
and attended to -, for every body has hu- 
manity and gencrofity enough to feel for 
themfelves, and for their own fake ; 
whereas the calamity apprehended at prc- 
fent, will only fall immediately on the 
Weft-Indies at 4000 miles diftance, where, 
if three or four hundred thoufand people, 
white and black, fliould be ftarved or ruin- 
ed, it cannot be cxpefted to touch our 
fedings here as fenfibly, as if our bread 
was either to rife or fall a penny in the 
pound weight ; for if the firft cafe was to 
hapben, theiiefperation of a hundred thou- 
fand vagrant labourers, ranging through 
the kingdom in fearch of food, would be 
fo alarming, to the country gentlemen, 
that without delay they would move Par- 
liament to ftop the diftillation of grain to 
accommodate the ftarving poor, well know- 
ing that " hunger can break through Jione 
'ivaih." 

But if it fiiould be propofed to admini- 
ftraiion to adopt the like expediejit now, to 
enable us to fpare bread for the ftarving fu- 
gar colonies, and to take their rum in pay- 
ment for it, then thefe fame country gen- ■ 
tlemen 
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Clemen are pointed out to us as unfeeling 
tyrants, whofe uproar would rend the walls 
of St. Stephen's, and overwhelm govern- 
ment itfelf, rather than run the riik of dis- 
couraging the farmer, by making bread a 
farthing cheaper. And yet thele are the 
juft and the legal refrefentatives of all the 
diftant parts oT the BritiQi empire ! The. 
reprefentatives who feel for all their wants 
and ngceflities as they do for their own ! 
And it is to the difcretion oj adminifirators^ 
fo feeling, fo equitable, fo humane, that 
the inhabitants of all the earth ihould fur- 
render their natural and civil rights, their 
liberties, properties, and lives, with an 
UfKorditional jtUnmJJion ! 

The Weft-India Merchant, 



NUMBER XIII. 

Mr. MiHer, Lloyd'i, May 8, 1776. 

'Tp H E retreat of the royal army from 
■*■ Bofton, their ftarving condition dur- 
ing ten months blockade, the impraiftica- 
billty of vi<ftuaHing oraffifting them, not- 
withftanding all our endeavours for fix 
months paft, and all the treafure wafted in 
thofe fruitlefs attempts ; and laftly, our 
madncis in appearing ftill to purfue the 
iame ruinous meafures, in defiance of rea- 
fon 
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ion ahd e*perxenct,- together with the re- 
coHefttofl of my horrid dream (the fubjcfl: 
of ifty Srft Icttef) have altogether fo funk 
my Jpifits, that I had refolved to lay down 
my peh j for^ alas ! we leem, from the 
wickcdiiefs of the few, aijd the weaknefs 
of the miftiy, to be hurrying headlong to 
out pcAftical (fiflblution. But I muft not 
disappoint my corrcfpondents, who have 
honoiired' me with their thoughts ; and 
delke, through your favour, to be heard 
^oQgh they are by much too light to ac- 
cord with my preftnt melancholy appre- 
hmlioRS-. 

To the WEST.INDIA MERCHANT. 

SIR, Tom'« co9ee-hoafe, May 4, 1776. 

INDULGE me in the interruption, for 
a moment, of your ferious fpeculations, by 
a lively ftory. It is only a dance between 
the aiSs of a tragedy. Upon the news of 
the retreat of the troops from Bofton to 
Halifax; a minifterial man faid. '* they had 
carried off every thing they had any value 
for." " They have then carried off their 
-pl^houfe with them," obferves a bye- 
ffandcr. ** No occafion for that, adds a- 
nother, as they may take a church for the 
purpofe. But what play will they now aft F 
The Blvckade of Bojion is over." •' They are ; 
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to play the Rurt-aivay, replies the firft, they 
have it in rebearjal" 

I am your humble fcrvant, 

Y. Z.' 

To the W E S T-I N D I A , M E R C H A N T. 
S t R| White's chocolate hottfe, Friday mornlDg, 

FINDING a pen and ink pn the tabic, 
and a vacancy of better amufcment, I will 
trouble you to be the channel of conveying 
a line or two of my thoughts to your cor- 
rcfpondent, who calls himfelf the King'» 
Friend^ at the Cwoa Tree. {See No, 5, 
.London Evening, Feb. 13,] 

My good Cocoanlft, 

YOU feem to lament the dcclloe of our 
general affluence and fecial prolperity, fince 
the great iacrcafe of the national debt, and 
of our taxes ; but in dcfcribing the hofpi- 
tality of your grand- father's houfe, which 
you tell us, " was fo great, that notwith- 
flanding the extent of the building, gen- 
tlemen were obliged to lie two in a bed," 
how came you not to obferve that the fame, 
indeed greater hofpitaltty, by. that mark, is 
transferred to the court of our Royal Maf- 
ter, where we not only lie three in a bed» 
but fo exccflive is our throng of guefts, 
that we have neither bed nor table room 
N for 
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for half our company, though every (here- 
tofore ufelefs) garret, outhoufe, and hovel, 
has been of late years fitted up for our re- 
ception ; and fo alluring is the entertain' 
ment, that many think themfelves well off 
with the profpedt of a bed, or an elbow 
chair in reverHon ; that is, to be allowed to 
have the right of turning in, when another 
incumbent rifes. The agreeable politenefs 
of the Court has likcwife rubbed oiF a 
deal of that ruftic rigidity which prevailed 
in the times you fpeak of, whereby people 
were lefs accommodating to one another j 
for, yoa fay, " all fingle gentlemen, and 
young people, of the Jame fex only, were 
packed together ;" but we have got over 
thofe ftarch fcruples entirely, and I my- 
felf, at this very li'me, though you are fo 
happy as to lie fingle, have an old maid of 
honour quartered upon me ; fo that if hofi- 
pitality is fled from the country (no matter 
from what caufe) we have no reafon upon 
the whole to lament, fince we find it fo 
thoroughly eftablifhed at Court. 

Now, as to your old friend, who com- 
plains that, from taxes, and the dearnefs of 
labour and necefllaries, his e{Ute (though 
with the rental doubled) fcarcely enables 
him to maintain fixteen inmates, though 
■ it formerly (that is, before the eftablilh- 
ment of a national debt, and the confe- 
qucnt incrcafc of taxes) maintained be- 
■ tweea 
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tween forty and iiftyj I muft anfwcr gravely 
th,us : from the period he refers to, the 
fpirit of gaming feized, if not the whole, 
at leaft the leading men of the nation. In 
fo large a fet of adventurers, we muft na- 
turally fuppofe fome {harpers^, many dupes, 
and fome fuch as are commonly reputed /a/r 
p/ayers ; that is, men of undcrftanding, who 
iludy the doctrine of chances, and lie jn 
the way of profiting by that Ifnowlcdge, 
without aiSually cogging the dice, or pack- 
ing the cards. I cannot avoid faying, that 
your honeft old friend was an innocent 
dupe J for though he touched neither cards 
or dice, yet the manner of the nationai 
game was fo contrived, that his eftate muft 
always pay its fliarc of the general kfingit 
to thofe whofe fuperior underftanding led 
them to the temple of fortune. For in- 
Hance, I myfelf had a nominal thoufand 
pounds a year in land« which, commutiibus 
annisy paid me about 750 1. clear of all 
taxes and outgoings. I fold it fome years 
ago for 27,000 1. in calh, bcfides referving 
an annuity for my life of neat 300 1. Out 
of my 27,000 1. I gave 4000 I. for an ab- 
folute feat in Parliament during my life. 
I alfo paid a few debts, and the remainder 
of my money placed in the funds, pro- 
duces me upwards of 800I. a year ; fo that 
1 had directly a neat income of 1 lool. per 
ann. beOdes my feat in Parliament; for 
N a which. 
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which", and for my courtly friend/hip, I 
enjoy about 700I. a year more in prefent, 
and which may be eventually a thoufand i 
all which, being now about 1800I. (or 
eventually 21 col.) a year, mu{l be railed 
partly out of the eftate I fold, partly from 
yours, and fiom every other in the king- 
dom, that of your old friend included, 
who from this inltance, I think, is proved 
to be a iimple and honeft dupe, at the 
fame time that I think myfelf equally ho- 
neft, though not fo fimple, but one who 
has a£ted with fuch a degree of prudence 
as becomes your aflbciate in friendfliip, 
and you^ humble fervant, 

A Fair Gamester. 

1 MUST acknowledge, Mr. Miller, that 
iny coirefpondcnt, the Gamefter, is a tole- 
rable fair player (excepting in his being 
combined with iharpers) and is likely to 
continue fuccefsful, while he and his fra- 
ternity are, by their aftual ilrength, influ- 
ence, or fabtlety, able to make the dupes 
fubmit to fuch grofs impofition. I con- 
ceive the legerdemain of a ftatc cc juror 
can occafionally have fuch accounts of in- 
come produced, and fuch countercharges 
of outgoings fupprcflTcd, .as may enable 
)iim to form a ibecious and flattering ab- - 
ilraft of revenue for the annual amufement 
of the dupeit and perhaps to convince 
themf 
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them, that to give away half the com- 
merce of the empire, and to throw ten or 
twelve millions a year after it, (hall have 
the inconceivable effedt of improving their 
trade, and of adding to their national wealth 
and proiperity. 

A kinfman of mine, who dined with 
me laft week, told me how pleafcd he yvas^ 
by hearing from the orator of the Budget, 
that we were amazingly benefited by the 
]ofs of North-America, and the profecu- 
tion of the war. " Our revenue, faid he, 
is wonderfully increafed, and increafing 
every day." "And pray, my good friend, 
faid I to him, how comen it, that in this 
ublic profperity, you, with all your regu- 
lar ceconomy, fall every year fo much 
more in debt, that 1 fear your mortgage 
will be foreclofed ?" " Why really, faid 
he, X , muft confefs the increafed prices of 
all articles of confumption, are fo much 
beyond the increafe of our rents, that t 
muft either fufpe(ft the truth of what I 
heard the other day in the Houfe, or muft 
believe the wealth of the public Treajury, 
to be the certain caufe of our private po- 
verty. But, what can I do ? You know 
my manner of life, and the unfortunate 
neceility I am under of keeping up the in- 
tereft our family has had for a century paft, 
and which has infurcd us the honour of 
reprcfcnting the county. If there is faith 
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in man, I ihall have i place in a few 
months that will enable me to give up all 
my eftate to truftees, till the whole of my 
debts are difcharged." " Ah, my" dear 
coe, faid I, this has been your language 
for near ten years paft ; but as I have of- 
len told you, either that place will nevfir 
tome to you, or if it fliould, you'll find it 
will not have the efFedt you hope for. You 
know, continued,!, I write The pyeji-lndia 
Merchant ; here's a letter diredled for me, 
through my printer, from a perfon of your 
end of the town, calling himfelf a Game- 
fier ; — read it. The writer is no fool, and 
hopes alfo that he (ha'n't be a dupe." 

When he had read it about half through, 
I faw his countenance turn very grave : 
" Cozen, faid he, truft me with this let- 
ter till to morrow j you know you may 
depend on my fidelity : I'll lend it baek, 
perhaps with a line or two of my own." 
The next day I received it, with the fol- 
lowing note wrote in the cover. 

Offer vation on the Letter cf a G3imcR,er, 6y 
an cJii gblened Dupe. 
*' To elucidate this fyftem, let us fup* 
pofe a. community, conlifting of lO noble 
jliirpers, without either money or land ; of 
5C0 ipmttiigamed^rs, having ready money; 
and of 100,000 boneii dupes, having land 
tliat gives employment to a million of /n- 
d:(!!-i:us labourers. The ten noble Iharp- 
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efs want continually to borrow large furtis 
of money for their honourable fubfiftance, 
for which they have no fecurity to give, 
nor fund to pay the intereft ; but confer- 
ring with thegamefters, andfeducing them 
into a confederacy, by teaching them the 
arts of gambling, they altogether cajole 
and confound the flender underftandings 
of the {lupes, fo as to perfuade them it is 
juft and neceffary, for the good of the com- 
munity,* that their lands fhould itand 
charged as fecurity for the fums propofed 
to be borrowed ; and then the gameftcrs 
making the collufive loan, they and the 
Iharpers fliare. and divide the greateft part 
of tnc money among tbemfelves j and thus, 
by bocus pocust the lands of the dupes, and 
the labour of their induftrious dependants, 
become bound in mortgage to the game- 
ftcrs. But now, though this /d/r_gd/ai'//cr 
feems quite cock-a-hoop on the fuccefsful 
game he has hitherto played, in my view 
of it, I think his proiit is not abfoluteiy 
certain, uniefs he can be infured againfl: 
the chance of the ic 0,000 <^a^ej coming 
to a better underftanding of their rigLs 
and of their ^ewfr." 



By this obfcrvation, I am convinced my 
fcinfman fees clearly the error he has beeri 
fo long in J but I have no great hopes of 
his being much the better for this difco- 
vcry, becaufe> notwithflanding the lucid in- 
tervals 

n,r,i",i-,G(Kl'^le 
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temlsof fnch lunatics, xnepidemical mathefSt 
which has raged among us ever fince the 
ReftoratioD, feems not likely to be eradi- 
cated^ otherways than by the raging tX 
feme greater evil ; as the plague, which 
infetled this capital for ages, was only re- 
moved by the great conflagration in the 
year 1666, 

ITbe We(i'Jn£a Merchant, 
NUMBER XIV. 

To the WEST-INDIA MERCHANT. 

Necfirmtm mtlitrtm ultum, nit detiriaritn tiamimim 
fitijft. Sucton. IB Vita CalJg. 

SIR, Bath, May 14, 

IS A T down the other day in a retired 
corner at the bookfeller's, to write you 
my lentiments on the prefent unhappy fi-* 
tuation of public affairs ; but I bad fcarce 
begun, when being teazed and interrupted 
by a political converfation among four or 
five gentlemen at the other end of the 
fliop, I was obliged to lay down my pen. 

Their difcourle feemed to arifc from one 
of them animadverting on the letter of a 
Planter^ in your paper. No. 10 [Sec Lon- 
don Evening, April 18) which pointed ac 
fomc Weft-India Governor, who had fug- 
gefled in Parliament.*' the inhuman proje^ 
<« of 
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•• of exciting the negroes in America to 
•« rire and maflacrc their mafters." At firft 
I endeavoured to give no attention to them, 
but their arguny^nts became fo interefting, 
that I could not avoid liftening j and tho' 
I loft the beginning, I amufed myfelf by 
taking a conuderable part of the remainder 
in fliort hand ; a copy whereof I (hall fend 
you in the ftead of my own intended letter, 
which I could not go on with, and perhaps 
yon lofe nothing by the change. 

The gentlemen were ail ftrangers to me. 
I fometimes miffed part of a fentence, nor ' 
•could I always diftinguifti the identity of 
the fpeakerSi fo as to know exat^ly which, 
■and how many of them joined in the con- 
vcrfation, as they were not in my full 
view J whence, neither the matter nor the 
dialogue appear fo conneded as I could 
wifhi for 1 could only mark the change 
of perfons from the changes of voice, by 
the letters A, B, C, &c. 

A. Have they any right over their flaves^ 
except what the law gives them F And has 
not the law given us a right over them- 
felves, as our fubjefls ? Confequently, if 
they rebel againft «i, -we have as good a 
right to reduce i&em to the obedience of 
tur laws, as they have to reduce tba'r rebel 
negroes to theirs. 

B. Very right. Sir, I'm of your mind j 
and fo in exciting their negroes to rebel, 

O by 
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by oSbriog them freedom, w« are only- 
playing the back game upon t^em. 

A. With what juftice can they palliate 
or coyer the iniquity of their reief/fpa, with - 
the fpecious pretext of aflerting their civij 
liberty, while they themfelvcs keep fo aiar 
ny thoulands in flavery ? 

B. Very right. Sir. 

C. If your analogy is perfei^; your ar- 
gument muft be good. — Let us fee : — Th^ 
Britifh Americans have a kga/ and an eqiU' 
table dominion, over their Jlaves as their 
perpetual fervants, becaufe they bought tbet§ 
under thpfe conditions in ^ Jair marjf^ 
where fuch J^ves are tegally and publickly 
fsld. — Did we alfo buy the Britifli planters 
of America in like manner, and in fuch ft 
market ? Who fold them ? Where's the 
bill of falc ? 

B. No, no, we give up the analogy. 

C. Hete then your argument f^ls i^ 
the firft outfet. 

A. Thsit fignifies nothing, for I main- 
tain that the diabolical pra^ice of buying 
or felling (laves, Ihould not be allowed J 
for to cnflave, on any pretence, our fellow^ 
creatures, is contrary to every juft idea of 
^humanity, both civil and religious. 

B. Very right. Sir, I think fo too. 

C. Snppofe we were to agree with you 
on that point, will it ferve on the prefent 
occafion to juftify our projsdt of emanci- 
■-■■■■■•. , , . pating 
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fjatlhg the negroes in Ameriea, in order to 
cnDave their mailers ? Was this any part 
of our plan in the beginning qf the con-? 
tefl, or was it only a fubfequent fcheme, 
&h afterthought expedient ? 

D. And pray is there more humanity 
iri pluhdering and reducing to poverty and 
llavery, tliofe who were born and educated 
to affluence and freedom, than in fuffering 
the illiterate, habituated Have to continue 
in theftation his mind has been naturalized 
to from his birth, and to labour for the 
mailer, that under all circumdances of iick- 
iiels and age, maintains him and his pro- 

A. i am againft all flavery j the very 
found of the word llavery is odious to an 
£ngli0) ear. ' 

B. Very right. Sir. 

D, I would to God that we could fay 
the condition was odious to an Engliih 
heart. But it is ihamefully true, that . 
mankind can patiently fubmit to be, what 
they cannot bear to hear named. 

B. Very right, very right. Sir. Apro- 
pos to that, our demirep-women, who 
.wallow in the pleafures of debauch, are 
very chafte in their language -, and it is 
their confeious prudery that has banifhed 
the licentious dialogue of the lall century 
froiQ the Hage. 

O a G. Not- 
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; C, Notwithftanding all that has been 
faid, and is daily repeated, in abhorrence 
of flavery,' can any thing be more evident 
than that a great part of mankind are moif 
eagerly willing to embrace it ? Not indeed 
quite gratuitoufly, but generally for- a very 
inconfiderable price : for example, thofc 
among the lower fort are ready to fell as 
much liberty as their indigence has left 
them for a meal's meat, or a precarious 
maintenance ; and thofe among the highell 
rank, either for a paltry bribe, a mere ti- 
tle, or a piece of ribband ! 

B. Very right. Sir, for a ribband, or a 



C. The reafon why men are fo prone 
to this vicious weaknefs, arifes either from 
their paflions of vanity and avarice, or from 
an indolence of mind, that . cannot bear 
the exertions requilite for the prefervation 
of their freedom. Our great models of 
every thing that was excellent in human 
knowledge, the Greeks, a people among 
whom the honour erf" freeman was in the 
higheft cflimation, knew well that man- 
Rind were by their nature diftinguifhed in- 
Jo two clafles ; the one of thofe who were 
capable, the other of thofe who were inca- 
pable of relifliing freedom, or of a(5ting as 
hzcd^mt freemen j and therefore they always 
kept fiaves for the low and fordid olHces of 
Hfe^ 
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Hfe, and had laws proper for the gover- 
nance of fuch an order of men. 

B. Very right. Sir. 

C. The British Americans have followed 
this wife example : for the abjedl part of 
mankind they nave, eifaihlifhed by law an 
order qi Jhvfty, whilft the government 
and defence of their rights as freemen, are 
intruded to freemen only, which in this, 
and other corrupt countries, ace for the moft 
part in the mnds of ilaves, or of thofe 
who are' naturally oi ihtjyoe order. 

B. How! — what! — ^How can we in 
England truH power in the hands oS flaves, 
when we have no flaves ? Our laws, you 
know, as I have heard - 

C. Why, by making flaves of thofe 
whom we intruft with arms ; for it canaot 
be denied, that either by law, or by bar- 
barous cuftom, all our military, both for 
land and fea fervice, are in a compleat ftate 
of flavery. 

A. How flaves \ I deny it— —articles 

of war ' 'for life prefling arbi-. 

trary commands — — ■ death 

B. I don't underfland what yOu meali 
by the abjeSl part of mankind, the Jlave 
order, and thofe that are incapable of afting 
as becomes freemen. 

C. I mean .fuch bafe-minded and irre- 
gular pepple, as cannot condu<fl either their 
perfons or their properties in fuch manner 
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as &ouM become gciod 'citizeas^ mth tcf* 
ped to the community in general, or <6 
themielves and their families in patticulat.. 

B. 'Bafe-ntinded— ^{Krfens and pro- 
^rties-'*' — good citieehK^^ — ■— 

D. Vciy jaft ! for ah ihcorri^ibfej prcK 
fligate^ debauchee, fquafiderer, or gameftet^ 
is naturallr incapdmc: of freedom. Such 
vicious or noxious anim&ls fliofild be con- 
fined in eart'hftmers, hi chaiiied.to a l^ock^ 
not left loofe fa difturb the peaee and gclpd 
order of the public* and mtich lefs tb be 
istmfted with the interefts bf others^ when 
they have not conduct «n&ugh to take care 
of theit own. 

B. Soft, foft> my good frieiids $ you 
tread: clofe on the bordetfe of petty trealon, 
ovfaatdalttm magnatum — hot a word 6f the' 
^-^^, Or the adbliniftratidn> or of the ma- 
jorities in the two Houles ef Parliament ; 
or by inference you may indliuate, that 
they are all by nature of the_^flw order, 

G. Why, Sir, t have gone no farther 
^an to give you the explanatory definition 
you called for ; but I will add to !t, by 
way of inftance, that our neighbours in 
the Netherlands ha^e a law in vigour, and 
freqiiendy eiterted, by which a man of any 
rank, being convicted of fuch irregular 
condiid:, is {hut up in the {irifoh called 
the Silly Brothers* and the adihini- 
ftrati<»> 
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ilration of His affairs is put into the hands 
.of eommjfiipners, 

D. This is very true, I was witnefs to 
a Ajobleman being Ihut up at Brulfels for 
fqmndtring more than his income could af- 
iord ; and a merchant in Holland, at the 
fuit of his wife and children, &>r the like , 
indifcretion. 

B. Why then, if fuch a law could be 
executed here, the. follies committed every 
night at our macaroni cluhs, dipugh they ate 
not admitted ia England as legal proofs of 
lunacy, would be fufficient to ihut up nine* 
tenths of our Courtiers and Senators among 
the Silly JBrothers. 

D. Happy would it have been for this 
countiy that ihey had been there long ago, 
or that the effects of their follies had been 
confined to ruining their own fortunes 
only, and that they had not bad it in their 
power to play fuch a/tw/'sgame, \yith tbe 
property and the proipcrity of the common' 
'wealtb, as to put it all on the fad chance of 
z Jingle caft !' 

Here the arrival of another gentleman 
broke in a little on this difcourfe, or con- 
fufed it fo> that I loft fome fentences ; but 
it went on again, and I continued to take 
it in my notes as before, which I will fend 
you in my next. 

- ■ •' AriCONIENS IS, 

N U M- 
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NUMBER XV. 
To the WEST-INDIA MERCHANT, 

SIR, Bath, May 16. 

AS foon as the interruption occafioned 
by the new comer was over, and the 
difcourfc became again orderly, by being 
reduced to one fpeaker at a time, 'I re- 
sumed my pen, and continued my Ihort 
hand notes, from ^hich the following is 
copied. 

C, Dark opinions, involved in a con- 
fufed cloud of incoherent myfteries, are, as 
ufeful for the fupport of falfe politics as 
of falfe religions ; and fuch opinions, be- 
ing once propagated, are more eafily fup- 
ported than oppofed ; for the acquiefcent 
indolence, natural to the majority of man- 
kind, being unable to bear the exertion of 
■ mind neceflary to fift out and dete<a: their 
fallacy, is ftill further encouraged, by e- 
very one obferving, that the fmiles of the 
Court are never beftowed fo kindly as on 
the implicit believers, and the defenders 
of the faith. Hence it is, that fo many 
falfe topics, framed and coramon-placol 
by the retainers of the Court, are trum- 
peted about again, and circulated by thejr 
deluded profelites, as currently as Birming- 
ham counterfeits, few having ikill enough, 
and 
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and fewer inclination, to undergo the Ja- - 
bour (and perhaps the lofs) of making aft 
aflay, to diftinguilh the falfe money from 
iterling. 

A. Pray, what falfe topics, what falfe 
coin, has your induftrious perfpicaclty de- 
tected ? I wifii yqu would fliew us fomC 
Specimen, that we tnay know how to a- 
void impofition. 

B. Very right, Sir ; come, ftiew us how 
to make an aflay. 

C. Why, in the prefent American dif- 
pute, one of the fundamental topics, main- 
tained by thofc of \hejlave order, is, '* that 
there mufi be, in every community, ay^/- 
preme and uncontrmUble governing |foweri 
and that that fupreriie and uncontroulable 
power for the government of all the Britifh 
Community, or empire, in all parts of the 
globe, is conftitutiorially lodged in the 
Britifh Parliament." 

A. Arid who can difpute that ? 

C. Why, though we were to admit the 
firft part of this propofition, by faying, 
that there ought to be fuch a fupreme pow- 
er, yet, before the fecond part can be af- 
fented to, it muft be proved, that all the 
icveral and feparate communities, which 
acknowledge the fame Prince, have by 
common confent fubmitted themfelves to 
the uncontroulable decifions of the local 
Parliament of Great- Britain ; for at pre- 
fent, though the £ritifli community, or 
P empire, 
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empire, with rsfpedt to the Prince as the 
executive head, extends over all the Bri- 
tifh kingdoms and provinces j yet, with 
refpedt to the Britilh Parliament, it ex- 
tends no further, conftitutionally, than to 
the lands and their inhabitants, which qua- 
lify and conlHtute the reprefentatives, or 
members who form that Parliament. 

D. That is, the community, or empire, 
under the Britifli Parliament, h conftUu* 
iionaffy coadnsd, atprefent, to this iiland. 

G. I can find no rational or con/iitution-' 
aI authority to fuppofe it reaches any fur- 
ther at prefent ; for, where many feparate 
countries, or ftates, are under the nominal 
rule of one Prince ; and where each has, in 
conjunftion with that Prince, their feve- 
ral feparate and independent legjflatures, 
which of thefe ftates (not being fo conjU- 
ttited hy common confent) ihall arrogate to 
ihemfelves to be the uncontroulablc head, 
and to call their legiflaturethe^^r^m^^oKJ- 
er of the whole empire ? 

D. Suppofe, for example, the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland Hiould take upon them 
* » * ? 

B. Very right. Sir, that would be arro- 
gai2ce indeed ! 

C. But if wc really wifii to have 2.gene~ 
rj/ parliamentary fupremaey over the whole, 
as one community » a general confent^ obtain- 
ed in a general Cmgrefsy may legally conHi- 

iute 
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tute fuch a form of government, and might 
be a happy improvement on our prefent 
motley frame, which, fince the extenfioa 
of our Colonies, feems to have fomething 
incongruous in it ; but, I think, nothing 
eUc can bring this about cffefiually, confti- 
tutiortally, and fatisfa(5torily. We, now 
feel, that to eftablifti^ our decrees by force 
is expcnfive, perhaps beyond our abilities; 
the events precarious, and hitherto unfor*- 
tunate ? 

B. Very right. Sir ; I begin to perceivs 
that the words conjiituted, confiitution, and 
£onftitutional, as you apply them, may have 
fome particular and decilive meaning, tho' 
heretofore I thought them only mere plau- 
fible political expletives. 

C. Thofe words, however they may be 
mifapplied, are in their proper fenfe ex- 
preffive of fonjething definite, accuratCj 
and precife. Their particular meaning 
with us, will appear from the further in- 
veftigation of our pr?ient fubje<S, Jiipremt 
power: I fay, the fupreme power in this, 
and every other country, naturally was, is, 
and always will be, not in arguments, or 
in words, in parchment, or on paper, but 
in the proprietors of the lands, on which, 
or out of which, the people at l«rge are 
maintained. 

D. The truth of this is fo obvious, (hat 
I wonder how it could ever be queftioned. 

P 3 C, For 
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C. For if the proprietors of the land? 
are ftrong enough, by the number of them- 
felvcs and their adherents, to withhold the 
produce of their grounds from any other 
part of the people, fuchi other part muft 
become their flaves or dependents, under 
fuch conditions as the proprietors fhall 
think fit to allow them. But if the other 
part of a people ihould be ftronger than 
the proprietors of the lands and their ad- 
)ierents, and by a general combination 
fhould contend with them for the maftery, 
jhe property of the land, after the confli£t, 
muft remain with the conquerors ; and 
the vanquiflied, if they are ftill to be fed 
out of the fame lands, muft either be flaves 
to the conquerors, or live under fuch terms 
of compad:, as their fuccefs in the conteft 
may have engaged the conquerors to grant j 
and, under this compad, they conjtitnte the 
order of their future government, which 
therefore becomes, and is properly calletj 
the Conftitution. In the old German and 
Saxon laws, in our Magna Charta, and iq 
the ftatutes of Edward J. we look for the 
Jtamina of our conftitution. There have 
been many encroachments, infringements, 
^rid fome alterations, which have called 
forreftitutions and amendments, and more 
jnay ftill be neccffary. The Jiircrefcence 
of our Colonies makes a new cale, which 
fr^ms to require a i^ew conftitutional alte- 
ration. 
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ration. The majority of the proprietors 
of the lands in America, having now with- 
held their produce from others who differ 
from them in opinion, are demonftrating 
in whofe hands the Jupreme power o{ that 
country is held. 

A. To what does all this argument 
tend ? 

B. Very right. Sir ; T love fhort kn- 
tences j I never can diftinguifli any thing 
clearly, either in a multitude of words, or 
in a crowd of people. 

C. Take a little time. Sir, and your 
difcernment will improve. The compo- 
nent parts of a political fyftem, like thofe 
of a crowd, can only be diftinguilhcd by 
examining them feparately, and by tracing 
their. connexion and dependency in an or- 
derly manner. That the fupreme legifla- 
tive power (under which the executive 
power derives) was confiitutionally in the 
whole body of the free proprietors of the 
lands, who aflembled, deliberated, and re- 
iblved on all important matters, appears 
both from our ancient laws and hiftory. 
The after-invented expedient, of meeting 
by repre/entatives, was in confequencc of 
the community having become too great, 
and the territory too extenfive, to form 
their general affemblies by the perfonal at- 
tendance of the whole body of proprie- 
tors i confequently, in order to prelerve the 

ccttjti- 
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cenfiitutmal unity of the fupreme power, 
when the land was further extended by co- 
lonization, a new mode of general repre- 
Jentation became neceflary, and fhould have 
taken place ; and until that is complied 
with, the general government muft be de- 
feilive, not to fay diforderly and uncorjti- 
iutional. 

B. Very right j I begin to comprehend 
a little. 

C. From the increafe of territory by 
colonization, feveral feparate Hates have 
been formed with legiflative powers fimilar 
to the parent llate ; but having no com- 
mon band of union, except acknowledging 
the fame Prince, no common Congrefs, or 
joint meeting by Reprefentatives, confer- 
ring together, and with delegates of the 
parent ftate, a Prince might be enabled to 
play one againfl: the other, or hy bribing 
the reprefentatives of the moft powerful into 
a voluntary flavery, might endeavour to en- 
thral the reft hy compuifion. 

A. Oh, I fee your fcheme ;— this would 
quite alter the conftitution j — this would 
never do.— Who would dare to propofe fo 
wild a project ? Your new-fangled Con- 
grefs would fuperfede — would, I don't 
know what! quite overturn the confti- 
tution ! 

C. Patience, my good Sir ; it is perhaps 

the only method that, without abfolute 

cmputdr 
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amputation, can prcfcrve the conftitution ; 
for when we think any new territory, 
gained by conqueft or colonization, is able 
and proper to yield a revenue to the com- 
monwealth, if we ihould then attempt to 
cxadt that revenue, without firft calling to- 
gether the land proprietors (or their dele- 
gates) of fuch new acquired territory, and 
in fair deliberation with them, to confult 
on ways and means, it appears to mc, that 
we ourfelves, by that negleft, would make 
a breach in the conftitution. And now, 
having many fuch territories, we muft, ei- 
ther by fonie fuch conftitutional means, 
endeavour to unite them, or run the appa- 
rent riik of breaking all to pieces ! 

D. If it fliould come to that, it may 
perhaps be a fortunate circumftance for 
the bcft part of mankind, that the Ameri- 
cans arc fo ftrong by their virtue, their 
numbers, and their diftance, as to refifi 
both hribei and arms, whereby an afylum 
may be preferved for fuch Britifli fubjeds 
as prefer liberty to flavery, and the enjoy- 
ment of their ancient and fundamental 
rights. 

E. Gentlemen, from what I have heard 
of your arguments, I believe 1 can in a 
few words fhew, that by the principles juft 
now laid down, both parties muft agree in 
one opinion j both have already agreed, 
there mufl and ought to be zftipreme go- 
verning 



ogle 



[1.2] 

verning power fomewhcre. The gentle- 
man who fpokc laft but one, infifts. thtju- 
prems power mull always bo in the pro- 
prietors of the lands, and that is very true j 
but we muft recoiled, that the King is 
virtuaUy the proprietor of all the lands. 
The conditional grants, both in England 
and America, our payment of quit rents, 
and the laws of efcheat and forfeiture, prove 
this beyond a doubt. Now, Sir, the King, 
as grand proprietor of all the lands, is in 
himfelf a Congrefs, a great body politic, 
which, with fifty or fixty thoufand adhe- 
rents in red or blue coats, will be fufficient 
to convince us in the cleareft njanner, that 
the fupreme uncontroulable power is now 
wh:re it properly and legally ought to be. 

A. Very true. Sir, that is the only Con- 
grefs that can reftore peace, by reducing 
the lawlefs to order. 

B. Very right, very right. Sir; I won- 
der, we did not think of this before, for to 
be fure it is law, downright law I 

C. If a conquering Prince can, under 
the influence of the fword, perfuade an ig- 
norant or pufillanimous people to acknow- 
ledge, in parchment contraSis, that they are 
to hold all their lands, as of his boupty, 
liable in many cafes to efcheat to him and 
his heirs, fuch contradls will be valid as 
long as public opinion fupports them by 
its authority!, or as long as the will of the 

Prince 
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Prince is ftrengthcned by an opprcffive ar- 
my ; and, confequently, for {o long the 
Prince will be •viriuaUf proprietor of all 
the lands. But can a virtual proprietor be 
alfo the aSiuai pofTeflbr and cultivator of 
all the lands of an cxteofive empire ? Or 
how long can mankind be perfuaded to 
forego the ufe of their reafon ? For, let the 
army be removed, or let pubUc opinion be 
changed^ and then the aSiual poirefTors of 
the lands will undoubtedly refume their 
natural rights, and demonftrate, as the A- 
mericans are now doing, that the fupreme 
power refides in them, and that virtual pro- 
prietor0iip, and virtual refrefrntatton^ arc 
equally phanttHns. 

D. We have the legal and parchment 
authority of the Declaratory Aft, affirming 
the Britifh Parliament to be the virtual re- 
prefentatives of all the Britifti territories. 
We have, in confequence thereof, enabled 
ihAexdSiedi and we have moreover backed 
our virtual powers with the aftual force of 
fleets and armies. But the atftual power 
and aftivc refiftance of the Colonifts baffles 
&11 our metaphyfics, by relying not on vir- 
tual and hypothetical notions, but on aftual 
and natural experiments. 

E. Oh, my friend, I do not expcft to, 
convince fuch crackers as you. 

D. Well, Sir, I admit I am a croaker : 

but, as we all wifti for better times, we 

Q^ may 
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may agree to conclude in the words of the 
oid Roman crow, who, it feems, in very 
bad times, croaked in ~ good Greek, it-ai 
vavTK x-x\uK i which, for the ufe {^ the vulgar, 
* Suetonius tells us, was thus expounded, 

•* Nupef Tarpeio quaft^t culaine cernixt 
«■ EST BENE, ncHpotuit dtctre I dixit, ckit." 
And accordingly, a few months after, the 
people (perhaps taking the hint from the 
crow) found means to remove the caufe of 
their grievances. 

A. But fuppofe this crow language was 
to be vulgarifed a little further, for the ufe 
of thofe who underftand Englifli better 
than Greek or Latin, how would it be in 
our tongue ? 

D. Why, it might be paraphrafcd thus : 

" A hdivg crew has lately croaked en top of 

Richmond- bill, 
" That things go well, he could net fay \ hut 

creaked, bye and bye they will." 

B. Very good, very good ! Egad, my 
parrot fhall croak the original Greek ; I 
like that the beft j I'll go home and teach 
him direiftly. 

ESTAI PANTA KALOSi EsTAl PANTA KALOS ! 

Here ended the converfation. 
I am. Sir, your's, 

Ariconiensis. 
• Id Vitas Neronis. 

N U M- 
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To the WEST-INDIA MERCHANT. 
SIR, J-ane6, 1776, 

YO U have fcen in the papers a petition 
from the Afiembly, of Barbadoes to 
the King. The nations of the Eaft ap- 
proach their fuperiors with a prefeht ; oim- 
Colonies in the Weft offer inccnfe. The 
good people of that iiland, not to de- 
rogate from the eflablilhed cuftom, in- 
troduce their Addrefs to his Majefty with a 
long preface of compliments ; their com- 
plaint, the fubjed matter, they refpedt- 
fully couch in a few words. To the com- 
phmcnts there is nothing to be objeftcd j 
they are probably fincere. Not lefs fin- 
cere is the complaint ; but being in fliort, 
it is to be confidered as a text, which it 
may be neceflary to enlarge and expound 
for the edification of the public. What 
if the complaint be local ] the grievance 
is general ; it is the bufinefs. and comes 
home to the bofom of the Sugar Colonift 
over all the Weft- Indies. Nor let the 
country gentleman in England think to 
efcape. infenfible as he is at prefcnt, the 
blow is ftruck, which, at all events, irte- 
vocably deprives his manufadures of a 
Urge portion of the American market. 

0^2 The 
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The Aflembly, confining themfelves to 
provifions alone, fay in their Addrefs, 
** Their internal refources have faile4 j ' 
their ftock. on hand will not laft many 
weeks ; and they are without hope of fu- 
ture foreign fupplies." 

Before I proceed, allow me to give you 
a little hiftory, which I havejuft learned. 
The people at Barbadoes yrere fo alarmed 
hy the licence granted to General Howe's 
agent, to carry off all the provifions he 
could get, that upon the motion for a pe- 
tition to the King, three diiFerent drafts 
were offered to the committee appointed to 
prepare it. One of them is publiflied j 
another has been put into my hands, as 
having come from a gentleman whofe pub- 
lic fpirit and abilities give him an honour- 
able and diftinguifhed afcendancy in the 
political determinations of the colony. 
Notwithftanding the Houfe prefented the 
Addrefs, which has appeared in the pa- 
pers. The fear of a famine was tempered 
with the fear of offending. Confcious of 
their own weaknefs, and well awai'e of the 
forenefs and irritability of others, they 
{hrunk back froni their favourite leader. 
They {hrunk back, becaufe he went for- 
ward dirediy to the main point, and with 
a manly and decent firmnefs held out to 
open view the perilous fituation at which 
the/ meant only to cail one melancholy 
' glance. 
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glance. He hftd even ventured to name 
America, and to hint at peace upon a broad 
bafis. This was the language of their cori- 
ilitucnts ; it was the language of their 
hearts J but they were too cautious to give 
it utterance in a public capacity. 

Under certain circumftanccs, to be cay- 
lious is to be wife. Be that the praife of 
the Barbadocs Aflcmbly j be it mine to be 
clear and explicit. In this intention^ I fend 
you the propofed Addrcfs, which ftartled 
the Aflembly j not that it contradifts, but 
,becaufe it explains; and fortunately antici- 
pating my purpolc, is a commentary upon 
the adual petition. I give it you as fuch, 
and Ihall only fubjoin a few remarks. 

To the KING'S Moft Excellent MAjesry. 

MoJ} graeiaus Savertign, 

WE your Majefty's moft faithful fub- 
jefts, the Reprefentatives of this your an- 
cient and loyaJ Colony of Barbddoes, hum- 
bly beg leave, at length, to throw otir- 
felves at' your royal feet. Unwilling as 
we hitherto have been to add any thing to 
the weight of your Majefty's cares on the 
unhappy fubjeft of America, we have 
maintained a refpedful filence ; we have 
kept back from all.expreffion of our fears, 
tintil the apprehenfions entertained by us 
are on the poipt of being realized by the 
approach- 



ogle 



approaching evils. CoriBding in the wif- 
dom of your Majefty's councils, dire<aed 
by the goodnefs of your royal heart, we 
have ftill flattered ourfelves with fome hap- , 
,py determination of that difpute betwixt 
our Mother Country and our brethren up- 
on the Northerft continent of America ; 
in which, not only the peculiar intereft, 
but the very fupport of our own fettle- 
ment in this Soumern latitude, was imme- 
diately involved. But what a fad reverfc 
appears ! and how afflicting is the condition 
of our lot ! We are fu6fering without blame, 
and experiencing all the effeCte of a refent- 
ment, without the flighteft imputation on 
our obedience. We find ourfelves on the 
brink of being ruined in our fortunes j but 
heavy as that calamity may lie upon our 
minds, it is yet fupportable. in compariton 
with a more dreadful evil that Urikes at 
our very exigence ; for at a time when we 
find ourfelves cut off from our long accuf- 
tomed fupplics of food, by the determined 
meafures of your Majefty's Minifters at 
home, following the example, and fup- 
porting the refolves of the North-Ameri- 
can Congrefs j when at this time we are 
anxioufly looking for refourccb from fome 
other quarter for liipport, your Majefliy will 
judge of our alarm at the arrival and ap- 
plication of two tranfport Ihips from Bof- 
ton, for a part of thofc very ilores, for the 
relief 
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relief of your Majefty's forces there, which 
we had reUed upon ior our own fcanty pro- 
vifion. How confiderably this muft haftcn 
the period of our dreaded wants, con- 
ipiring as at prefent with the failure of 
our few internal aids, from the feverity of 
the feafon, we are but too painfully fenfi- 
ble I Nor can we forbear, by the moft dif- 
mal anticipation, to bring the horror of 
that day into our minds, when we ihall 
behold our miferable flaves, to the number 
of near eighty thoufand, looking up to us 
for that food,, which we {hall be unable to 
hold out to them j and when, from the 
deftrudlion of their lives, deeply as we mult 
be affcded with the irretrievable lofs of oar 
properties, we fliall yet feel the deeper 
wound that will be given to our humanity 
by the fliocking fcene ; and yet happy will 
it be for cs» if our fufftrings are ended 
here ! Happy, if our prefent orderly and 
fubmiflive flaves, then driven by hunger, 
and its wonted rage, to rapine and rebel- 
lion, do not turn upon ourfclves and fa- 
milies, and make us the firft dreadful vic- 
tims in the general facrifice ! 

We befecch your Majefly therefore to 
take this our moll deplorable fl:ate of dan- 
ger and fufpcnfe into your moft gracious 
confidcration, permitting us at the fame 
time to aiTure your Majcfty of our invio- 
lable attachment, from principles of gra- 
titude 
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titude, no lefs than duty, to your facrdd 
perfon and government, profeffing our un<- 
dilTembled revetence for the conftitution of 
Great Britain, and our higheft efteem for 
that part of it, which brought your Ma- 
jefty's illuilrious anceftor, as a bleffing, to 
the BritiHi throne ; and concluding withi 
onr devout prayers to God, who rules the 
hearts of kings, that he would guide the 
councils of your Majefty to thofe glorious 
means, which in the fame moment they 
fecurc to us the prefervation of our coun- 
try, may eilablifh its profperity likewife on 
the broad balis of national peace and hap-* 
pinefs throughout the realm." 

This, Sir, is the condition of Barbadoetf* 
It is foon to be the condition, if it is not 
alr^dy, of all the Sugar Colonies. I ap- 
peal to our evidence at the bar of the 
Houfe of Commons, prophetic of the" 
laleft advices. And while ail thcfe her 
fubmiflive children are thus.crying out to 
the Mother Country, for help under the 
diftrefs into which ihe has plunged thein 
with her eyes open, while in return for 
duteous acquiefccnce, they are looking up 
to her for adequate proteftion^ what is the 
relief (be has prepared for them in the ple- 
pitude of her power, and tendernefs of pa- 
rental cares ? bhe telli them, fpeaking by 
the voice of her Minifters. " The Sugar 
Colonics are in no danger of a famine. 
Cora- 
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Com is cheap ia England, and Ireland a- 
bounds with provifions. They may de- 
pend upon the adtivity of the merchant, 
and difmifs their fears." A dotSrine like 
this is expofed, as it deferves, in your late 
account of the Weft-India memorial to 
adminiflration ; for in vain may there be 
corn in Egypt, imlefs there is money in 
the fack's mouth. But the doftrine is ad- 
vanced, merely to evade the difficulty ; 
and in whatever light you view it, it is e- 
qually weak. I will grant then the plenty 
to exift, and I will fuppofe it to continue. 
I mull go further, and imagine, in the 
difcovery of fome hidden refource, a capa- 
city to pay for it. What then ? This 
corn, thefe provifions, are not to be ufed 
upon the fpot where they are cheap and in 
plenty. They are to feed people at the 
diftance of three and four thoufand miles, 
and in a climate for which they muft be 
particularly prepared. ' Before they reach 
the confumer, they muft pafs through a 
multitude of hands, each of them entitled 
tpajuft profit. When Miniftcrs therefore 
talk of the cheapnefs and plenty in Europe 
of the food which is to be carried acrofs 
the Atlantic, they deferve to be infulted 
by a reference to their own experience. 
Let them look into their Bofton accounts 
for the cheapnefs, and enquire of the gar- 
fifgn about the plenty ! But my defign is 
R hbncft 
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honcft information, and I will not impbfe 
a delufive eftimate. Two objefls are con:>- 
bincd to fwcU the price in thofe accounts. 
A government contraft is a kind of a poli- 
tical facrament j' there is the outward and 
vilible fervice to the public, and the in- 
ward and fecret grace to the individual. 
T^rom jobbj I fliaU draw no ponclufionsj 
my calculations are made upon the com- 
mon pra^ftice of bufinefs. Without trpu- 
bling your reader with a tedious detail of 
articles, or the diiference of exchange, I 
will venture to affert, with fubmiijion tq 
the greater authority of the JVflt-htdia 
Merchant, that fifty per cent, will be added 
to the price, from the prime coft, to the 
^onfumer in the Weft-Indies- Nor is this 
all. The Wefl-Indies, while the harmony 
of the empire fubfifted, were fuppUed 
from Ameiica. The prime coft of provi^ 
fions in America was infinitely Jower than 
in the Britifti iflands, cither formerly, or at 
prefent, and the navigation unexpchfivc in 
proportion. Another fifty per cent, would 
hardly be equal to thelofs to the fugar co- 
lonies, in the difference of the two mar-- 
kets. 3chold then the lioafted plenty and 
cheapnefs in its effedts ! The planter muft 
pay double the ufual, price for his daily 
food. Let every man here go tea market^ 
pod forbid in the fame predicament, biit 
with the f^n>e idea; and I may truft the 
mqft 
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moft fanguinc addrcfler for blood of them, 
a!l, to judge between adminiftration and 
the Sugar Colonies. Will he dare to pro- 
nounce this ftate to be in no degree a ftate 
of famine ? But the food of the Negroes, 
and of moft of the common people, is 
tftaize. The foreign fupply is now no 
more; the internal refource too frequently 
fails, and wheat remains for a fubftitute. 
The price of wheat to maize is as three to 
one. Shall then the labouring poor, and 
thofe who iland in their place, have no 
bread to eat, except they buy fuch as is 
always three times as dear as their common 
bread, and is itfelf at that junfture necef- 
farily doubled in price ? Shall the mainte- 
nance of the man in thefe ranks of life be 
raifed to fixfold ! And will Minifters graver 
Jy tell us, " There is no danger of a fa- 
mine in the Sugar Colonies; that corn is 
cheap in England, and Ireland has plenty 
of provifions ?" It is a folemn mockery of 
our misfortunes. But I have done, and 
will not trcfpafs againft your rules. 

I am. Sir, your humble fervant, 

A Sugar Colonist.' 

Lloyd's, June 8, 1776. 
As the Zugar Cohmji refers his compu- 
tation of the advanced price, beyond prime 
coft, on provifions fent from hence io the 

R'2 ■ Wcll- 
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Weft-Indies, to my judgment, I affl fonrjr" 
to inform him, that he has made it 50 per 
itent. below the truth. The flour which I 
fhippcd feme weeks ago, taking in the 
price of calks, freight, commiffion, in- 
furance, and all charges, cannot be fold 
in the iflands }efs than a h.andrcd per cent, 
beyond its coll: in London. 

As to the little regard fhewn to the Bar- 
badoes petition, though it has been given 
out, that the Ministers were influenced in; 
that matter by advices from the Governor, 
who was of opinion the planters had no 
juft ground for their fears, I think it ap- 
pears from the fubfequcnt conduft of that 
fame Governor, in feizing two vefl*els bound 
with provifions for other iflands, and o- 
bliging them to fell their cargoes in Bar- 
badoes, that he coiild not have been the 
author of fuch falfe and deceitful advice. 
The Well-India Merckant. 

NUMBER XVil. 

TfttheWEST-INDIA MERCHANT. 
SIR, June 21, 1776. 

IN my Tad I broker from you rather a- 
bruptly, but I return immediately. I 
am urged to it by an account at Liverpoole, 
that a fliip from thence, with provifions 
for Jamaica, having touched at Barbadoes 
in her way, had been detained^ and obliged 
to 
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' to fell hir cargo. Another, from a rfif-- 
ferent port, intended for Antigua, has 
ihared the fame fate. . You have intimated 
thofe fa<^s already } give me leave to en^ 
large upon them. 

Say the gentlemen injured, *' Is Bar- 
badoes taking advantage of her £tuation 
to windward of all the Weft-Indies, to in- 
tercept the fiipplies provided forthe others ? 
Will thefe people plead the neccffity of the 
meafure in excufe for its violence ? They 
cannot. The neceflity was created by them- 
fclves J and when they ftripped their coun- 
try of provifions to ferve the army at Bof- 
ton, they ought to have known, that al- 
though it might have been a moot ppint at 
the Robinhood, whether his Majefty's 
garrifon, or his Majefty's colony, ihould 
be ftarved, yet in the colony itfclf there 
could be no difputc." 

It muft be owned* however, and it ap- 
pears by the hiftory in my laft letter, that 
it was not the people who decided againil 
thcmfelves. It was their Governor. He, 
in the true fpirit of his fuperiors at home, 
determined, that the troops making war 
with America were tp be favoured, althoi' 
the people committed to his care were to 
peridi. And let me tell the gentlemen^ 
whofe. provifions have been taken from 
.them, that the merit of having run all 

hazards to favour the army, will fandify 
- - • - ■ - ^j^^ 
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the invafion of their property. It wiJl ba 
confidered as a prudent and juft atonement 
from the Governor to his people, for the 
mifchief he had done j and that it was 
meet and right In him, to make his own 
peace with them, although he ihould have 
bought it' at the expence of his neigh- 
bours. 

It is not my delign. Sir, to examine the 
Governor's condud. Let others applaud, 
or cenfure it, as it may correlpond with 
their principles j it was certainly attended 
with difficulties. I hold it up to public 
view, only to fhew fome of the difficulties 
growing out of the American war, and 
immediately diftreffing the Weft-Indies. 
An army is fcnt out to conquer. It is in 
danger of being ftarved. To fave the ar- 
my, Barbadoes and the Leeward Iflands, 
for Mr. Howe's agent made a general 
fweep, are reduced to a degree of famine. 
Wretdied alternative 1 not to have averted 
the calamity, but only tO have ffiifted it, 
from the army at Bofton to the unoSending 

J)lanter in the iflands ! The planter in one 
Qand feeling his diftrefs, ieizes the provi- 
£ons he finds within his reach, and robs e- 
vcn a brother planter of a neighbouring 
ifland, perhaps in equal want with him* 
felf. Imagine, Sir, the confulions fpring- 
ing from reprifaU, which refentment might 
provoke^ orncceffity juftify I 

Bat 
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But a fenfe of their weaknefs forbids the 
idea ; and the fame ittibecility is a pledge 
for their tatnenefs, although it /hould con- 
tinue to be the good picafure of this coun- 
try, to pave its way to the conqueft of the 
continent, with the ruins of the illand co- 
lonics. The narrative I have given, is alfo 
ufcful in another point of view. It is a 
fubftantial proof of the faft, which makes 
the principal fubjcft of my laft letter, the 
dearncfs and fcarcity of provtfions in the 
Weft-Indies ; a dearne^ and fcarcity fore- 
told in our .petition to Parliament, and now 
ai^ually come to pafs, as was foretold. 
Let then the incredulous country gentle- 
man reflect upon the other misfortune^ 
prognofticatcd by the fame prophetic 'ipi- 
rit. Some of them bear a moft material 
relation to himfelf. He will do well to 
meditate, in a foKtary hour, how ^r the 
fudden accompliihment, in part, of a ^- 
kmn prediction, drawn ffom the nature of 
things, is an carneft of the future accom- 
pliftimcnt of the whole. And 1 beg leave 
to oflfcr him fome farther matter for the 
employment of a few ferious moments; 
Whatever he may think of America, the 
Weft-Indies are void of offence. Js it then 
confiftcnt with religion or humanity, to 
deflxoy the innocent, becaufc -their deftrac- 
^ion may operate eventually as a puniih- 
pient to the guilty ? Are five hundred 
thoufand 
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thoufatid perfcHis to be ftarvedi anti a pro- 
perty, from thirty to fixty millions, .ren-: 
derc4 unprofitable or precarious, that A- 
mcrica may lofe the advantage of felling 
them food and neceflaries ? Be the legifla- 
ture of Great-Britain to the Weft-Indies, 
as the Sovereign to the fubje<5t j the fubjcft 
has certain facred rights, which the Sovc-. 
reign is bound to refpeft. I lay this upon 
the mind of the country gentleman, as a 
cafe cjf confcience. If he has any doubts, 
let him not reft the folution fimply with 
the Sugar Colonift, indignantly imarting 
under the lafh of oppreflion. Let him 
confult a man, who, eminent for integrity, 
knowledge, and abilities, has no bias, ex- 
cept what may rather incline toyrards the 
church and ftate of this kingdom. I mean 
the Royal Profeflbr of Divinity in one of 
its learned Univerfities *. The Reverend 
Doctor will tell him, "The power of 
every Jegiilature upon earth, even of the 
moft uncorrupt ana uninfluenced, is in its 
very nature fiduciary, and of confequence 
. not pmnipotent. It ftaods itfelf in a cer- 
tain relation of infinite inferiority to the 
God of Nature, whofe laws it cannot tranf- 
grefs without impiety; it ftands in another 
relation of perfeft equality to every other 
independent ftate, whofe rights it cannot 

• See Dr. Watfon'i frrmon on the 29th (rf May, 
twforp ^he Uniirerfity oi Cambridge. . 

violate 
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violate without injuftice ; it ftands in ano- 
ther relation of conditional fuperiority to 
its own fubjefts, whofe general interefts it 
cannot oppofe without tyranny; for there 
may be a tyranny of the whole legiflature,- 
as well as of one of its members." 

I have quoted the words appofite to my 
purpofe, not with the intention of a formal 
application (it fwims upon the furface) but 
to tempt my country gentleman, and you, 
Sir^ to read the fermon iffelf. It will make 
ample amends to you both, in the folidity 
of thought and elegance of expreffion, for 
the defeds of 

Your humble fervant, 

A Sugar Colonist. 

Lloyd's, June ts> i??^- 

M Y worthy correfpondent, the Sugar 
Colonift, writes like a man who feels for 
the diftrelTes affedting himfelf and his com- 
patriots-; but, alas f he is only throwing 
away his labour in addreffes to our country 
gentlemen, who are vifibly fo immerfed in 
the foft intoxicating fenfualities of this 
elegant and luxurious age, that they have 
no appetite for reading fermons, or inclina- 
tion to fatigue themfelves in ftudyiog or 
examiniiig cafes of confcience. As to the 
calamity now fallen on the unofiending 
S Weft, 
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\Vcft-Indtans, the fcene of It is too remote- 
^o be felt for, at prefcnt, by the inhabi- 
tants of Great- Britain. I recolledl one of 
my ccrrefpondents, (No. 5, Feb. 13.) 
compared us to a family who had fet their 
houfe on fire in a drunken frolic. Let us 
continue his allufioo, and fuppofe thefe 
drunken wife -acres thought it proper at 
laft to blow their fire out with gunpow- 
der ; that is, to blow up a part of their 
building to ftop the farther progrefs of the 
flame, when Ibmeonc puts them in mind, 
that they have laid their powder in fuch a 
manner as to blow up an outhoufe. not 
touched by the fire, with fome of the fa- 
mily in it, " D—^n Vot, iays the 'Squire, 
let 'em go; our tufinefs now is to Jove the bo' 
dy of the houfe !" 

Ilx Weft-India Merchant, 



NUMBER XVIir. 

Mr. Miller, July 10, 1776. 

WH I L E I was airing myfelf laft 
Saturday evening in St. James's 
Park, forefeeing a fliower of rain, I re- 
treated to the Smyrna cofice- houfe for 
{belter, where I found a fet of politicians, ■ 
fomc of whom were deciding the. fate of 
the rebel colonics with great confidence Mid 
feem- 
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feeming fatisfaiSion. — " You may take my 
Word for it (fiid a gentleman with a cock- 
ade) that by this time there's not a man of 
them in the whole extent of Canada. You 
fee by theif own account, how they fled 
with precipitation, and left all their can- 
non, their arms« and their lick behind 
them." " I fee (anfwcred another gentle- 
man) the Philadelphia Gazette does not 
endeavour to deceive the people by falfe 
accounts, or by fupprefling the detail ot 
mottifying events j but with all this wo 
have no authority to fuppofe the Provin- 
cials have retreated any further than to 
their Aronger polls, where they may be 
reinforced. We Qiould wait for more de- 
cjfive intelligence, before we venture to 
proclaim our ttiumphs with fo much con- 
fidence i and indeed, what grounds have 
we for triumph ? When the moft we caa 
boaft of is, that we have got footing in 
part of a province, which the power of 
France was not able to maintain againft a 
fmall arrtiy, principally of Provincials, fif- 
teen years ago ; and that we hope from 
thence to begin to make a conqueft of the 
thirteen United provinces, defended as they 
are by a hundred and fifty thoufand men* 
and covered by woods, lalces, rivers, and 
mountains, in extent larger than all Eu- 
rope ! I think, added he, we have now 
ieen the name of this Colonel Campbell 
S 2 in 
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in two accounts of retreqte. I fuppofe he 
was the commander of this laft, as well 
SIS of the former, from the walls of Que- 
bec the day Montgomery fell." When, 
to my great aftonifliment, a tall old gen- 
tleman, with a Arong Scotch accent, cried ' 
out, '* Oh, a Caumpbell, a Caumpbell ! 

.Oh, by G -, they fhould naw ha traufted 

hem a fecond time !" '• But (faid another 
gentleman) let things go as they may in 
Canada, 1 find by the Weft-India Mer- 
chant's account, that our fugar iflands^are 
in a moft deplorable fituation, and in great 
danger of being ilarved, fince their fupplies 
from North-America have been cut off.** 
"Aye (faid another) but who is this Weft- 
India Merchant ? He's not one of the 
ShelburncF, nor one of the Rockinghams j 
he's certainly an obfcure fellow, of no 
. party, or at leaft none of them own him." 
•' Of daw party ! (faid the old Scotchman) 
of iKiw party f Is he the worfe man, be- 
caafe he's of naw fawSHon ? I fay, he is 
the more worthy to be laftened to, that he 
delivers his fantiments tiullius in verba ma- 
gi/iri. Whan I rad that wall rcaloned 
pamphlet of Dr Price, I ihould aw had 
moe refpadt for the author, if he had naw 
woven the panegyric of his patron intil his 
work : The honeft Waft-Iijdia Marchant, 
not craving the patronage or panfion of any 
faijo^ion, does naw want to be known by 
asy 
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any otiis." " Pho, pho (&id another Scotch 
gentleman) I ken the man vary wecl i he 
is a veefionary ceetizen, that has ruined his 
femily by projcfting in the new iflands } I 
ha' forgotten his name, but you may - fee 
him any day at Lloyd's coffee-houfe." 
Though this- fellow was boldly advancing 
a falfliood, for he certainly knew me not, 
yet 1 did not think proper to remain any 
longer there, while fucn a fcrutiny was 
carrying on, left fome one fhould chance 
to come in, who knew more of me than 
this forward voucher j therefore, the fliow- 
er being paft, I ftepped up to the bar, paid 
for my coifee, and returned to my walk. 

From the fhort convcrfetion I heard in ' 
the coffee-houfe, I could not help refleft- 
ing with myfelf, that the opposition to the 
prcfcnt unhappy meafures being divided 
into the many fa<^ions of Rockinghams, 
Shelburnes, Graftons, Temples, &:c. at 
the Court end of the town, with the un- 
derplots of Bill of Rights and Conftitu- 
tional Clubs in the City, gives us reafon to 
fufpeft, that whilft eminent men are fo felf- 
iflily engaged in private emulations, as to 
maintain feparate cabalt, they are either de- 
ficient in public virtue, or not fnfBciently 
apprifed of the common danger of that de- 
luge of approaching misfortune, with which 
they are all likely to be overwhelmed. It 
was by an infatuation of this kind, that ' 
the 
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the hopcA General Ludlow, fivin his ja* 
louiy of General Lambert, or from hi* 
uofeafonable delicacy of refufing (when 
the liberties of his country were finking 
under Monk's treacherous invaGon) to join - 
with a man whofe morals he difapprovcd 
of, fuifered a greater villain to become 
maAer of the iield, and thereby the nation 
to fubmit to the fame kind of tyranny, a- 
gainll which it had fo long contended. 

The abfurd feceffion of the Conftitu-* 
tional Society from the Bill of Rights, or 
the Horn-ets from the Wiikites, puts me in 
mind of the implacable animoiity of the 
Liliputian Emprefs, and her faction againft 
GuUiver, for his manner of faving her pa- 
lace, by . extinguifliing the fire with fuch 
£Uby water, and fo indecent an engine; 
for afluredly, though Wilkes, in the eyes 
of the Hornct-ftung Seceders, might ap- 
pear a& an indelicate engine, yet he haid 
proved himfelf to be a very able and ufeful 
one to play on that fire, which by this ill- 
judged and ill-timed divifion has now rifen 
to a dangerous height, 
, The faithful Dutch hiflorian, Emanuel 
^etcren, telk us, that *' in the year 1 555f 
while the Low Coantrics and Spain were 
yet one natioo, a furious fi» fight hajvpened 
off Calais and. Dover, between 23 Dutch 
merchant (hips coming from Spain, aflbci* 
ated in a fquadxon for motuat defence, and 
1 9 French 
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19 French men of war, with fix or Icreii' 
brigantines ; which French hkiv of war, 
Bnking themfelves fhip to (hip with chains, 
endeavoured to board the Datchmen, who- 
alio kept To clofe together, that they 
fought almoft hand to band, as if they had 
been on fliore. The Dutch (hips were- 
talkr and Aronger than the French, which 
were however belter manned and better e- 
quippcd ; in fine, after a clofe combat of 
fix hours, one of the ve&ls taking fire, 
the flames were quickly communicated to 
ihaoi^ all the reft, before they could get 
loofe from each other ; fb- that the battle 
immediately ceafcd, evei^ one then only 
thinking how to iave himfelf from the con-> 
flagration. Many jumped into the lea, and 
iwimming to the ncareft veflel free fronst 
fire, whether friend or enemy. Were all re- 
ceived without diftiiwaion."* And fiirely it 
was nothing more than natural) that the 
({uarrel between the partisans of two neigh- 
bour nations, which in its ultimate view 
admitted of fome temperament, (hould ne- 
ceffarily ccafe, and be converted inftantanc- 
oully into a league of mutual alHftance, 
whilft both were attacked by a common 
and relentlefs enemy : But the folly of the 
EOodern difunited Patriots, the falfe delicacy 
of General Ludlow, and of the Emprefe 
of Liliput, can only iind their parallels a- 
moBg 
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mong people, who (hew by their manners 
that they are ripe for deftrudion or flavery. 

Though one of the gentlemen in the 
coffec-houft mentioned me in a ftylc of 
contempt, as an obfcure perfon, becaufc 
he could not find I was enlifted under any 
of the cabaist I proteft I felt no (hamc for 
myfelf on that account, but much for the 
generality of my countrymen, who are fo 
fardebafedby the influence of flavi(h ideas, 
as to think the pageantry of titles, confer* 
red by a pageant, more eOimable, and ho- 
nourable than the inflexible integrity and 
• candour of an independent mind. But I 
own, Mr. Milter, the generous fentiment 
of the old Scotch gentleman (who little 
thought I was within hearing) flattered me 
agreeably, as indeed he fpoke the truth. I 
point not my arrows, fuch as they are, a- 
gainfl men, but againft meafures j nor do 
I write to flatter the heads of oppofition, 
but to warn and infbuft, as far as I can, 
men in power ; and, God knows, the ex- 
perience of every day fliews how much 
they want it. Ijie BritiHi dominions, in 
the beginning of this century, leagued with 
almofl all the powers of Europe, were 
fcarce a match for France alone. Our co- 
lonies were then in their nonage, and the 
profits derived from them, inconfiderable. 
In the year 1760* they were fo far ad-» 
yaqccd towards maturity, that, enriched by 
their 
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their commence* and ftrengthened by their 
arms and their mariners, the Britifh em- 
pire was an over match for the combined 
houles of France, Spain, and Auftria. 
£ut now the wild projet^s of adminiilra- 
tion have driven thofe provinces, the foun- 
tains of our wealth and of our modern 
power, into revolt, to renounce their alle- 
giance to the Crown, to meet us in arms, 
and even to flicw they have power or prow- 
cfe fufficient to baffle all our force by fea 
and land ; and yet we are Aill blindly pur- 
fuing a paiHonate, abfurd plan (which no 
man owns) without feeming to perceive 
that we are hurrying on headlong to our 
niiii ; that we have already loft near half 
our eftate, and that the reh is left an al- 
moft dcftaicelclefs prey to the firft bold in- 
vader. In the mean while, our great men 
are as brave as they are blind, and in their 
Jollity the burden of their fong is. Fiat 
Ju^itta, ruat caelum ! '* Are then thefe great 
men fecure againft the efFedls of the ruat 
emlum ?" Oh, yes, they have brought the 
arts of corruption to fo high a degree of 
perfcdion, that though twelve millions of 
nominally free people, may find themfelvcs 
driven to the verge of a precipice, by the 
deteftable machinations, or by the folly, or 
the obftinacy of perhaps one man^ they 
Jcnow not how to help themfelves !— " But 
may they not have fome comfort in profpec^, 
T by 
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by confidering that every vicious exceis 
brings on at lali'a remedy againft itfelf ; and 
that the downfall of a corrupt fyfletn, may^. 
ere long, give place to a better ?" Perhaps 
they may ; for though iij common language 
we talk of the ruin and deftru<flion of na- 
tions, we do not mean that the matter, that 
is, the land and the people ar^ exterminated, 
(though fome royal Minifters and Generals 
have vainly exerted their utmoft efforts for 
that purpofe,) but that their poHticaiytfrj». 
is changed, one form of government being 
deftroyed, and another created. So, when 
Tarquin was expelled by the firft Brutus, 
the Monarchy of Rome was de royed, and 
a commonweaUb was eftablifhed in its 
ftead. And when the ieven Low Dutch 
provinces united and revolted from the 
proud, obftinate, and over-bearing Spa- 
niard, the royal domination over them was 
deftroyed, and a fiourifking republic was 
eredted in its room, which continues a po- 
pulous, wealthy, and powerful ftate to this 
day ; while the other ten provinces, that . 
fubmitted to the bribes and oppreffions .of 
the royal Minifters, though poffeffing the 
moft fertile foil in Europe, have languilhed 
in poverty and obfcurity ever fmce, diftin- 
guifhed only by being fometimes the feat of 
war, in which the poor inhabitants them- 
felves have no immediate concern, but that 
tfaeir- 
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their country lies unhappily convenient for 
contending neighbours to ravage and to 
fight in. 

The Wefi-lndia Merchant. 

NUMBER XIX. 
To the WEST-INDIA MERCHANT. 
SIR, Auguil lo, 1776. 

WH E N the American Congrefs 
was appointed, our Weft-India 
people modeftly reprefented to Parliament, 
their apprehenfions of the fatal confe- 
quences of the quarrel, which was then 
become very ferious. Thofe apprehenfions 
have fince been treated as groundlefs. It 
was aflerted, the gloomy predidiions had 
not been verified by the event j for the ,ma- 
nufadurers throughout the kingdom, had 
all been in full employment. I obferved 
at the time, that although it might be faid 
with Caelar, •' the Ides of .March are 
come," it could have been anfwcred wjth 
the foothfayer, " True, Csefar, but they 
are not paft." I will not repeat what I ad- 
ded upon the fubjet^, in explanation of the 
Teeming contrariety. The curious, or the 
incredulous, tn?y ice it iq ybur ^xth num- 
ber* Whe- 

* To f»vp the reader the trouble of rearcbmg for 

No. 6, (in London Evenifig, Keb> 17O which perhaps 

may not be eafily bad at this diliance of time, I find, 

T 2 upon 
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Whether the manufafturers were at thai 
period in full employment, or not, it ii 
needlels to examine. That they do not - 
continue in full employment at prelent, no 
private man can abfolutcly dempnftrate nor 
contradid. The truth depends upon ^ 
multitude of fadts, to be carefully and im- 
partially colleded.. But there is eyidencQ 
of another nature, fufHctent for a ixdnd 
• which is open to convidipn. 

You know. Sir, the Long Rpem at thij 
Cuftom-Houfe, When I came home tQ 
England, it was before thefe troubles. I 
was led to yifit it, as a fight the world 
could not match. I admired the exadnefs 

upon looknig over that paper^ the Sugar Colonift re> 
marks, that the manura^ureft being flill employed, 
was owing to the following temporary accMenti : Furi 
niQiiiig toe SpaniOi ^ta with All forts of goodi. 
feate between Ruffia and the-^urki, gave lile to 
feme new and unexpeded dcmaada in trade. The 
Americans, previous to thutting their ports againlt 
Engliih goods, had laid in a flock that cxhaufted all 
our magazines, and which otir itoanufadurers are em> 
ployed to replenilh.' The licences frotn gavCrament 
ifilled the tranfport fliips, and other veflels with goods^ 
as well tofupplyourarmy as occafionally to be fmug* 
gled into the provinces. ' Large remittances from tht 
North-Anericans, towards paying dfF their baluKC5( 
having reached the Qiafter inanufa&urersi have ena* 
bled them to continue their workmen in employmenf, 
hoping that things may foAn return to their former 
order. And " thus, fays he, the great wheel of com> 
merce continues its revolutions, for foine time after 
the power which originally gave and continiied its 
ntotioos, has ceafed to opertW.** ' 

"•■■■■■■ ' "■■ ■ — ■■ '■ ■■ aft^' 
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and regularity, but was aftooUhod at 't&a 
muItipTicity and variety of the bu&ie&. 
The difference now is {^rikiog i it is re- 
marked by every eye. The order and ar* 
rangements remain* but the hurry is over. 
The eagernefs for difpatch, and the celerity 
with which it was given, are at an end. 
With the neceflity for both. The clerks 
pn all fides traofafb their afiairs with great 
tranquillity j and ' a ftranger can traverfe 
;the ground without impediment 

From the Long Room, I direfl: my ftept 
to the quays and warehoufes appropiated 
to the North-American trade. Some of 
thefe, I am^ informed, have been lett for 
J500I. a year. I fee the quays iblitary. 
^nd the warehoufes empty. 

Such are the triumphs of the American 
war 1 

Inftead of a fimple aflertion, as former- 
ly, I have lately been prelTcd with an argu- 
ment. It was iirft mentioned in an ho- 
nouraUe aflembly. Stated with a fern- 
blance of candour, and fupported by the 
higheft ofBcial authority ; it has weight, 
it is, that the produce of the linking rand 
had increafed, and that the increafe wa$ 
owing to the greatu* confumption of the 
commodities fuoje^: to Cuiloms and £x- 
cifes. A great deal of pains was taken to 
elhtbliih this particular point, in ord^r to 
deduce an inference, that although the A- 
■" ■ merican 
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merican trade might be valuable, yet its 
lofs had been amply compenfated by ac- 
quilitions in other branches. 

The noble Lord who firft mentioned it 
is jufUy entitled to applaufe, for the dili- 
gence of his refearches into the detail of 
the revenues committed to his charge. I 
honour the fedulous caution, no lefs -be- 
coming in a ilatefman, than in a philofo- 
pher, with which he proceeded to invefti- 
gate the grounds of an opinion favourable 
to his fyftem. As a lurking fallacy might 
have confpired with his wiflies to betray 
his judgment, I admire the ingenuity ex- 
ercifcd as fucccfsfuUy in the cfcapc from 
error, .as in the discovery of truth j and 
giving entire credit to -all his aiTertjons, I 
congratulate him upon the refult. His 
' conclufion is juft, that the increafe of the 
produce of the finking fund had been ow- 
ing to the greater confumption of commo- 
dities fubjeift to Cuiloms and Excifes i and 
I join in the in£:rence, that the lofs of the 
American trade had been compenfated, I 
mean to the Exchequer » by: other acqui- 
litioos. ' 

See the advantageous ground on which 
I place the argument of the noble Lord ! I 
grant the premifes, and I allow the conclu- 
fion. 1 only add one gentle qualification, 
viz. *' I mean to the Bxcheqaer." Jt con- 
fines the univeriality of the condofion to 
the 
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the particulars aiTumed in the premifes;, 
and this logic, which will be good at Ox- 
ford, muft be, good at Whitehall. . The 
Chancellor of ;tne Exchequer cannot difier, 
from the Chancellor of the Univerfity. 

What is there then, in. this argunQent,,to 
prove that all the manufacturers are Jo. full 
employment F Or, that the acquisition to 
the Exchequer, is a foUd benefit to the na- 
tion ? It only proves, there is dpon the 
whole an increafe of employment amongft 
the confumers c^ coialnodities fubje£t to 
Cuftoms and Excifes. Let us examine' 
who thefe confumers are, and what ihay be 
their employment. 

It is natural to begin at home. The Su- 
gar Colonift fees a great increafe in the trade 
to the Weft-Indies. The fiiips, which 
were accuftomed to l^ve . this country in; 
ballaft, you are fenfiblo, Sir, now go put 
with full ladings. They carry the fubfti- 
tutes for thofc cornmodities, with which 
the iOands were fupplied by the continent. 
The new fupplies (they difgrace the name) 
are indeed inadequate to quantity, and cx- 
ceffive in price. What of that ? Be the 
property of the Sugar ■ Colonies rendered 
unprofitable, as it is precarious ! Be the in- 
hababitants reduced to the miferies of fa- 
mine I the receipt of the Exchequer - is, 
ricvcrthelefs augmented in the inftant j 
their cpnvulfive efforts in the laft gafp, ex- 
ceed 
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ceed their powers in the vigoor of healtlt. 
I truA there is no true EngUlh merchant^ 
who can contemplate without pain the 
commiffions he draws upon the orders from 
his correfpondents, or Uie pro&K be makes 
upon the faks of his own adventures ; but 
the unhappj' tranfa£lion certainly gives em- 
ployment to the confumers of commodi- 
ties Aibjed to Cuftoms and ExcifcS *. 

Another 

* If mj HorAy correrpondfent expedt ne to tn. 
Iwcr cindidly, I muft fairly owiif though I eoinpar- 
fiooUC the mifcries I fee falling on tlie planters, he 
mult not expcS nie to' carry my feeling farther than 
sn apothecary does hit concern for the fuffcrings of 
Ma puifcnis, but who, nevenhdera, cannot give hit 
drugs and attendance ^ratity baring nothing bcGdct 
^it profeffion to live by. 

' I acknowledge the commilEons and profits, whicH 
I now drawi on the ^travagantly dear provMions and 
ftoRS (tot from Europe, inftegd of America, are fo 
{ar a douceur to me as a merchant, as they for the 

S-efent remove the thorn of the war from my foot, by 
iektng it into the planter ; that I have been very lu- 
crstiviJy employed in my compting-houfe and on 
*Cbange, ib chartering wips, and fending out fudt 
cargoes to the Weft-Indies as we never fent before, is 
the true 'reifoo that you have heard nothing from ms 
ItH- this month paft. 

But howerer comfortaUe it may be to mr, to fee 
the profits of this temporary trade riftng lb fsft, I am 
not without gloomy apprdienfions of bow it may 
end. I haVe large balances due to me; my prcfent 
extraordinary profits daufe Aefe balatices to increafe t 
The Congr^s haye ceruinly declared the 13 provin- 
ces a free lod iadcpcndettt fiatc ( The liVencb and 
* . Spaniard* 
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Artothef bfanch of commerce indrtafing 
tepidly, is that of the Eaft country. Ger- 
many and the Baltic are the refources to 
replace the wood, the iron, and fome other 
articles of the merchandize of America, 
more efpecially the aaval (lores for the pub- 
lic, and for private ufe. It was a trade, 
originally all their own. They look uport 
America as a fuccefsful rival, and will re- 
joice in her fall. No Wonder they readily 
lend their helping hands to forward her 
deftni(aion. I believe tht great Cat Marine 
will perfifl in refilling the temptation in 
every feducing fliape. I therefore do her 
the juitice to except her ; it is a high com- 
pliment to be made her virtue, at the cx- 
pcncc of her intereft. That this intereil 
was perfeftly Well undefftood upon the 
Rojtal -Exchange, I appeal to the names 
fubfcribed to the London Addreis for blood, 
among which were thofc of many mer- 
chants trading to Ruflia, the Baltic, and 
the Ead countries. 

Bijt neither the ftruggles of the diftrefled 
Weft Indies, nor the rifing profperity q£ 
the Eaft country, are fufficient to fill up 
the mighty void in the Long Room at the 
Cuftom-Houfc, nor to reconcile that void 
with the overilowings of the finking fund; 

Spaniards arc myfterioully providing great flecu ! 
What if the Sugar toloniei, under the prdlwe p 
(o ihanjr difficuhie*, ihould — I dart not fay what .1 
apprehend .'—But my dream !— That horrid dream, 
which I communicated to you in my &rft letter (Lon- 
don Eveningt January 9. ) >• never out of my head ! 

U Ther? 
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There is, however, a trade. Sir, which 
can explain the phenomenon. This trade 
is the trade of war. The capital to carry 
it on, in cafh and in credit, is the excefs of 
the national expenditure beyond the ordi' 
nary charge of government. Eftiaiate the 
trade of America at the hiigbeft, it was 
only four millions Take this at the lowr 
eft, it is fix. Without troubling any Cuf- 
tom-houfe, thefe iix millions will give em> 
ployment to a greater number of the cdn- 
fumers of comniodities fubjedl to Cuftoms 
and Excifes, and thus increafe the produce 
of the finking fund •. It does more. It 
can afford to a favourite honourable con- 
tractor, two hundred thoufand pounds, in 
the profits of this year and the lall. It 
can give a Chamberlain ta the city, in fpite 
of Wilkes and all his adherents of high 

'^ I remember the King's fritnd from the Cocoa 
" Tkc (No. 5, London Evening, February 13.) toM 
us, by a jocular fimile, hp thought the prcfent ftir of 
bufineft (the efFeft of fuppylng a great armament tyr 
fea and land) was like the indafirious hurry of a fa- 
mily throwing their goods out of doors and windows,. 
* 4ftcr felling their houfe on lire in a dtunlcen frolic. 
But mj ingenious correfpondcnt, the Sugar' Colo- 
nic, Ihewi u) dem'on^raitvely, by an undeniable cal- 
culation, that a war which confumes more money, 
than the whole amount in value of the late Ameri- 
can trade, muft create more bufinef'^, and he immt- 
diatcly more profitable to individuals, than was th^t 
ioil trade, however ruinous this war trade muft be 10 
the nation at large, and t? the landed intereft in tl^e 
end. 
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aiid low degree j and ' throw a SheriiF for 
Middlefex into the barfain. 

I fliould be ungrateful not to enumerate »■ 
another of its powerful efFeifts. The Su- 
gar Colonies owe it to thefe fix millions 
expended in tlie trade of war, that their 
rum is not altogether without a price, mi- 
fcrable as that price may be- 

Although the trade of war may anfwer 
all thefe purpofes I have mentioned, it is 
diftinguifhed from other trades by a charac- 
tcriftic defect. It makes no returns of pro- 
fit, and annually confumes an immenfe ca- 
pital. As foon as thofe who are to furnlih 
It, grow weary of the charge, then, and 
perhaps not till then, not only the dnking 
fund will ceafc to augment, but the gloomy 
predi<^ons of Mr. Glover, now d^pifed as 
chimerical, will take place in all their la- 
titude. 

From the Weft- [ndies, in a flicrt time, 
whether the nation continues, or forbears 
to fupport the war, little or nothing of con- 
fequence is to be expe^t^. Exhaufted and 
negle^ed, enraged and ruined, they can 
only be defperate. 

As to the trade to Geitnany and the Bal- 
tic, it will continue. It will continue at 
the pitch to which it rifes upon the ruins 
of the American commerce. How pro6r 
Cable it may prove in the iflue, depends 
upon the good pleafurc of the defpotic So- 
il 2 vercigns. 
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vereigns, who govern thofe countries* The 
time mny return, when in the day of your 
neceflity you may not be allowed to buy ev^a 
a barrel of tar. 

I am. Sir, your humble fcrvant, 

A StJGAK Colonist. 

NUMBER XX. 

Augitft ^o, 1776. 

ID I N E D laft Sunday with my friend 
Hortenfius* in the neighbourhood of 
Portman Square, who& roaift beef being a 
^ind of public dinner for fuch of his 
friends a& will give him their company 
without' formality, I often meet there 
)vith five or fix people' of different cafts or 
conne^ioi}s -, and as it was a wceic after the 
Gazette accouht of the declaration' of the 
Independency of the United 'States of Ame- 
rica i a declaration which I apprehend as 
a death warrant againft the powet and prof- 
perity of this empire, I was curious to ftc 
what might be the countenances of folks 
at the Weft end of tlie town, on fo extra- 
■ ordinary an event, after a week's refleftion ; 
and whether it would wake them from that 
infeiifibihty with which they had htca fb 
long benumbed. ' I was amazed to find 
the company taking only of the wea- 
ther. 
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ther, and ^ucli like Qrdinary fubjeds, till 
dinner being over, a Scotch gentleman ob- 
ierved, that not having been in London 
£nce the peace of Aix-Ia-Chapelle, he was 
alloniflied at the enormous increafe of the 
buildings, not only here, but in all the 
towns he had paflTed through in his tour 
from Scotland ; for he had made many ex- 
curfions to right and left, to revifit perfons 
and places of his former acquaintance, 
where he had been quartered when he was 
in the army. ** I Ipent (faid he) fix hours 
yefterday in walking through the new 
ftreets between iVIay-fair and Tottenham- 
court^roadt and could not help making 
very grave refle<Sions with myfclf, of what 
fhould become of all thefe buildings; their 
inhabitants, and the wretched artificers, 
who are now rapidly hurrying cm with 
more, if we ihould not be able to make a 
good peace with the United States of Ame- 
rica." " Ha I ha ! ha ! the United States 
of America I (faid a plump gentleman, who 
has a coqfidcrablc port in the Pay-office) 
.why we ihall conquer them, and by a 
wholefome bleeding, reft(»% them to their 
right fenfes. fo as to have no more trouble 
.with them during our time I" " Well then 
(anfwered the Scotch gentleman) I fuppofe 
we ihall fend our vidorious fleet and army 
immediately after to conquer the Holy 
Land, and reftore to the honour and dignity 
af 
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of the Croftrh, the rights of King Richard- 
the Firft. The Holy Land is not ib for off ' 
as America.; we have many good bating 
places by the way, by means of nbidi our 
army may be much eafior fuppUed with 
provifions, oeceiTaries. and all the attiraii 
de guerre j for I may be bold to fay, if we 
are fo fure of conquering fuch an extent of 
nations, sg we have to encounter in America, 
the conquef^ of Paleftine, a little corner erf" 
Afta, will be comparatively a mere paftime. 
However, as the events of war are ain^ys 
doubtful, if we fbould happen neither to 
fubduc, nor to reconcile the American 
States, I have met with many people in my 
country, who, not worfiiipping, nor fol- 
lowing the opinions of cur Court- ferving 
Thanes, think we are precipitatinlg> the em» 
ptre from the height of piofperity into an 
abyfs of ruin," ** Sir, (faid an elderly gen- 
tleman who fat oppo0te to him) yonr re- 
mark goes to any heart ; 1 have pafled the 
greateft part of my life m the building 
branch of bulinefs, brought op to it under 
my father j fifty years ago people were a- 
fraid we were over doing it, but my father 
faid then, he remembered the iame feslr for 
the new buildings of Hanover- ft^re, 
which, however, took vety well, and are 
Yiow, I may fay, in the heart of the t&wn, 
and fo We went on 3 but, for all that, I 
took fright myfelf ten years ago,and Aoppfed 
my 
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tny hmA, when I had realized the ground 
xentfi of fourrcore good houfes. Sir, ia 
thefe tbfec joining pariflies, there arc eight 
thQufatiid new foundations within the laft 
fifty years, and moft of them are genteel 
' boufe^. In our bufineis, we are ufed to fpe- 
culate and to calculate ; and though I am 
not much of a&holar in other matters, and 
may not exptefs myfelf very properly, if 
you'll not diink me tedious, I'll tell you 
why I left off the buildinje bufineffi." Our 
ihoft (Serving fome erf the company were 
ikniling or fneering, 6id, " Pray, Mr, 
Architrave, go on ; there are fome gentle* 
iqen here will bo extremely glad to hear the 
obfervations f^ a man of your great expe- 
rimental knpwledge." ** Well, Sir, it was 
always 9 queftion among us, " w6ere did 
alt the people come from that inhabited thefe 
new bqfifts 'i" *' And upon this, 1 remem- 
ber my father told me forty years ago, that 
rafter eftabliQiing the public funds on a na- 
tional debt in the reign of King William, 
and the great incieaie of them in Queen 
Ann's time, many people who had their 
eflates io the Aoeks, and no land or coun- 
try feats,, became the occupiers of the new 
buildings i and whether thefe were perfon? 
y^ho had made their fortunes by the jobbi 
pf thofe two wars, or old country families 
who had changed their eftates from landj 
to the funds, by. having fcJd to thofe job- 
, bers; 
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bers; that came all to the fame end. Attd, 
by my own experience, I have fince obi* 
iervcd, that the increafe of new buildings 
in London, Bath, and all over the kingdom, 
has kept pace with every addition to the 
national debt. But I mull alfb add, that 
among the occupiers of the new buildings, 
we have had a great accelHon of Colonics, 
cfpecially Weft-Indians, within the laft 50 
years. But, faid I to myfelf; this can't 
go on for ever j and fo when I iaw how 
matters were going between us and the 
Colonies, and I my&lf was growing into 
years, 1 thought it was a proper time to 
ilop my hand, and, I thank God, I fee 
no reafon to repent it:; £oc if we admit 
that London and Weftminflrer, that is, this 
metropolis, is increafed by only twelve 
thoufand new foundations within the laft 
fifty years (though- 1 am fure it is much 
beyond that) the increafe of new founda- 
tions in the reft of the kingdom, muft be 
at leaft five times as many (^for the metro- 
polis is generally thought to be only one- 
tenth of the kingdom) then the whole 
number of new foundations in the laft fif- 
ty years, excluding all cottages, will be 
feventy- two thoufand, which cannot be in- 
habited on an average by lefs than eight 
perfons to each houfe, making the number 
of 576,000 inhabitants ; for maintenance 
of whom, we cannot allow leis than 40U 
ahead 
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a-hiead pet annum ; bccaufe their fpeaAingfi 
for hoafe tent, cloathing, and all other ne- 
ce&rieSi whether mailers, children, or 
lervants, miift alfo afford maintenance for 
the artificers, hufbandmen, ficc. who pre- 
pare and provide for them ; fo that the 
whole fpendings of the inhabitants of tbefe 
73,000 additional houfes, will amount to 
about twenty-three millions per annum. 
Now, Gentlemen, let us deduct from this 
the whole amount of the fund rent$, as if 
all the proprietors of the public funds lived 
in thefe additional new buildings, and for 
a round fum, iay fi^e millions. There 
will then remain eighteen millions a year. 
which muft be •admitted to be the income 
of thole who live on the additional profits 
of our trade and colonization, as increafed 
within thefe laft fifty years. Farther than 
this I did not think it neceflaiy to look* 
for from the number of Colonifts which I 
knew were among the tenants of the new 
buildings of London and Bath, and from 
the number and affluence of the people 
employed in the Colony trade at Briltol find 
Liverpool, it appeared fufficiently plain to 
me, that if we perfifted in our new-fang- 
led fcheroe of taxing and dragooning the 
Colonies, fbmething would happen like 
the burfting of the bubble in the year 172a, 
to daih the profperity we have fo long en- 
joyed } for, thought I, though London, 
X bound* 
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booBkledbyHighgaco and Btadf^Mfih^ andr 
cxt«id^ng fhMn Brentford to Bow^ might 
not be too large» 3S tbe;metropcJ'is of Bri- ■ 
tHK Europe: aad America* it is air^ady 1^ 
much too rickety a head to bf :^xpport(ia . 
by rfic feeble rcfoiirces: of little OlA Si^- 
land^ when left to ilifelf J And fB, 'Gcatk!-' 
iiiBn, when: I hw thcfe {)r(Sje<£ts wBrclikelji' 
tO' bo perfiAed in, I i^Qpppd my ;h»nd.: 
Gentlemeo* I am nv fcholar, I never got 
beyond my a£ in frefmti, but I have 6are- ' 
ful!y resid thoCe excellent treatiies o£ Siti : 
William Petty, called Bolttkai Aritbmttic, 
wJiich. it i£ plain our wife mimftcrs never 
did^ or e]& by the help of that ftudy» dicy 
might perhaps have difcovered,. twelve,^ 
nronths agOj. that having diveAnd diebi-' 
feives of the: American marine^ thsje eould ' 
nsithor find a fufficlency of fbipping to 
tranfpoet. their army, nor of Bnlors to man 
their fleet. But I am afraid the unhappy, 
acquieicing landlords of this kingdom^ 
without any ftudy at all> will, ere Iong> be 
^ally con^i/incei^ that they moft pay fe- 
verely for the ignorance and obftinacy of 
theii; leaders." '* Mr. Architrave {faid the 
Scotch Gentleman) we are much obliged 
to you for the information and edimates 
you have furniOied us with, in. which 1 
am perfuaded you. are rather below than a- 
bove the . truth. I read ac Glalgovr the 
evideocB laid bcforjs Parliament by the 
Weft- 
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Wttft<-Iiii&BS, as jarraag^d^and fiimmontd 
^ by thctf igent. i Mr. jGhivec. In that, 
it appeared, Use whole tixp6rts &oin Bo- 
■tatn to aU the wodd;, wetr in value (isitceh 
jniHioas fteriiQg. of'.whidi the Ameoican 
aoil Weli Indian CdloDies took uiF goods 
to ^. amoimtpf fivia koiHioiis and a haif 
-fwr anniiip* befidesthi pns&tsnEjFecehocd 
■by to masiy o£ ^r'mhipltBOtas and tSasir 
ib&ttro menduntp, ;:js£ding and i^bendh^ 
ItludiD iraaii a aes iipo'cc' Wbeirfore, as yn^ 
iume ftitofi tliat td^tecn jn^lipns persoin. 
in oar aati^tiid ipatdingi, are cixbe oat to 
^he laccounf jof idurri'dncyea^bd praots' by 
fdode flfnd co^izatidia '^w^^ 

' pafi, -U .aUows, thatiifa^ prc^amonar poft 
nf die& ei|^epi milticmE, - ta be fdaced^te 
die cFedit .of our Colsny trader ^nd th( 
jpaidingsiof the .planter^' Gttd fkSctrs' ^rc^d- 
iflg faer^ muft be atJealft dx- navlHons a&4 
a ha]f4 ail which wcnro^ inentU»ly:lofe; 
and the planters muft banifii thca]:felves to 
dieirfeveral ifia-nds, mdefs ^we can ^n^ea 

^ood peace. with The United States. -Ld 
us compnie what w^ tnxy lofe by-th'^^ 
Why, fix millions and -a.iatf pcr^aim; 
taken fpom the nation, fuppoftst fGrnr pet- 
cent, iwould be equal ta the lofs of -a ca-i 
pital of ari hundred and fixty millions and 
a hdf {" • " Come, my friends (Caid Hor- 
fenfius) letus drink a good and Ipeedy peace 
w^ Th? United States." Up^ whidt 

'' X2 th« 
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the geotleaun of the Pay-oSk» laid, " Pro- 
vided wc drub them iDto an humble fab^ 
miffion firft." " Pho, pho,' (anfwered our 
boft) Mr Pounce,you had tetter take ejp- 
ample by your old friend, Mr. Architrave, 
and rather wiih to iecure wh^t you have 
' gotten in the good ttntes paA, dian l6 riik 
lofingif bad-times {boidd come j' but I re^ 
colled:, gentlemen ijj your ftatirai rift little 
or nothing ; for as ycnir- profits arife-.from 
poundage ?nd fees, the greater the national 
iquandcrings are, .the greater will bs your 
gains; The neck$ of fomc of you, indeed, 
may be eventually In- danger^ and:if,-by 
the untoward iflue of the prefent projed^ 
our finances fliould drop to the Ibie they 
were in' at the revolution, none of-youv 
places will be fo very defirablc ; not even 
the auditorfhip of ths Exchequer^- iner-. 
pedation of which, it is believed, one of 
youtmaftcrs has a£bed againft his conlciencOj 
to the rifk of his life and fortune." " Well, 
well> (6id Mr. Pounce) when wc are in 
Kome, we muft do as Rome does : here's 
z gpod and fpeedy peace with the United 
"— ptz— tz— tz, —Zounds, I can't fay it 
without laughing— the United States I— * 
D— « them, they had liked to. have cboaked 
ine." ** Mr. Architrave (faid the Scotch 
gentleman) you. very properly • obfcr<«di, 
that the inhabitants of great (owns, both: 
mailers ^^ fervants, in their fpendings^ 
t . nwft 
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fnuftpay tlieir pcoportion to the tnaintet 
nance of the horoandman, aHd 6f every o- 
tfaer trade andprpifcfiion in the whole com- 
tnunitf. Prajt Vhat do you fuppefe the 
annual' expcade of every individual, chil* 
di%n' and paupei^' itidtfded, to be at this 
iitait } Your' f^vout^te autb&r computed it, 
ats ■ I remember, 'to' 'aboiif ftvcn pounds 
a-head." ^ " Pfe 'di* ftf, Siri (ianf*ercd 
Mr: Architrave) but'v/e wcrt ri^ither fp 
tich, nor fo p^r, In hi^tinle, als we have 
been iince.' The art of pawning pdftefity 
by packed Parliaments, was A6t in pra(^ce ; 
we had then no national debt of 140 or 
1 50 millions, nor could lihis kingdom have 
borne it, for pur Colony trade was then 
only in itsanfancy. OOf rulers were per- 
bap6 as wdl '^ifpoifed' tt> Be6c6 the nation 
then as now, but- not having 'had the 
means, it feems as if they had had more 
wit and better policy. By the latcft cal- 
culation, it is eftim^ed > that the annual 
maintenance of every individual in England 
Aands in 13I. a-bead." "Then (Mr. 
Architrave) thefe Hk- millions ^nd a half,' 
which, as you very juftly obferve, we are 
hkely to lefej unlefsiwecan makeagood' 
peace, are equivalent, at tbe rate of 131. 
a-head, to the maintenance of 500, 000 peo- 
ple. Now, our Exchequer, for the paj-mcnt 
of th*intc^eftofdebts,anriuilics,andcxpen- 
ccsofgovcrnment, cannot difpenfe-with lets 
■-■■' . '■ ' ■■ • ■ than 
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ift Britain, j tmt if (Jwloffi rf the Cobiwa 
reduces aoo,op(>[ getipW tP teggsiy. or 
obliges :tf)flin <9 i)i»vf. (he iingdooi, Jkmt 
wil the foclj^qiiw: is. sWc tp. ben tie an-! 
nual io ft [of their (jMgtj of » .pound *-h««d, 
that \f, ol, joajiocol.. ?. a .lafs equal ii)>a 
debt of pwelye ngijlios; sad a .haif. at 4 
per cent, far, its ti9.:,thf .Esccheqwaiiit 
fnakef np fUfi^renee wihcither imoisy « 
ijiiftid by duties, bjrswi'fs.sw oetendsi it 
^n ,Q(Uy be obt^iqed/JBiiMportion tQ tbo 
nMn)jb?r of eQnf«i»ef6' \«ipp inhibit* «r-uii 
^he .jirodnfts pf that: knd.i thsEcfoK. 
wlfafeyf!!; Jfgitns !dK nitmbers of tbeiooBt 
ftint^r;, jnuft^ias «S$3uaU^ 'ii;Bdyd iron 
ti^e rff^ipt <g xis Ex^cqadt.is. if -the 
ipan?}r WM *> hs; rufed by .a. ^lob »«.' 
Bif; torwh^m miKi: this.£:!ccheqiier ioTs: 
&1I ?',<i:aH it be.««fa:n:oiit of tl» oivijLiifti. 
No., ■ Will the irouutry ^entlemcti granjt 
another OiiiSlmg ottwft.la tha^ppiui^Pn 
land f No. Will yo« ipuii^ awiy tvdhie 
inilhquif.and a'hatf'fmB^ tiie.fu,Dds^ b)t V^ay 
of n^o^ if ejil tOtviitt ypa fiy>plj( cnreiy 
dt:£c^^<:y. with B»it' biHaJ Oir, ioffj 
e^pedi^ntXf.and &- rito.,:th^ fiaok .,fei|i» 
agaidft. tbs paper naqnfiy'of.thfl Congrcfi, 
till wc -i^t: . who can tibetch paper bcedit 
fartheft, .apd hipw the. e&emy *ip« as yaa 
did our Bank: of Air P Tremendous ex.* 
pcriiiiet^I But this lead; to anew field 
of 
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of argument; and theKfore I'llftop feere.*'- 
Biit (laid Hprtenfius) though we havo been 
ihatnefully inattentive hitherto* the inci- 
dents that are likely to open ppon us e^ery 
day during, the ^contiauanoe of this war, 
muil excite pepple to examine the grounds 
of it, and the confequences likely to foUow 
either v't&i^ty or defeat ; for admitting that 
a million a year, beAowed in places ahd 
peniions, might be fufficient to keep 800 
Lords and Cpmmpners fo ^uiet, as to ftand 
mute, while the monarchy waf> ratfing to 
the level of thofe of Frane^ Spain, Pruf- : 
fia, or Sweden, yet, can it be fuppo^, , 
that plain country gendemeo, or rather 
farmers, and.plowmen^ (^ho have no eftates 
to forfeit for an unfortunate rebellion) will 
expe<9: that the. ranfacking three or four 
miiilions of BWtifli p&ople, whom they , 
, have been ufcd to call their fellow-fubjcfts,, 
will lighten the burden on their own 
ihoulders ; or that the feme policy that 
cuts the throats of our American brethren, 
for the honour and dignity q{ the fupreme 
power, may not bye and bye,, in fupport 
of the fame fyftera, find it expedient to 
play the like gams here." " This vagrant, 
uniot^ted idea» called fupreme powtr (faid 
the Scotch gentleman) which- has, no real 
ftation or exiftence, ejfcept what .it derives . 
frbm public opinion, has, b^en often nrif- 
cbncieved, mifunderftood,, ^d,-, fadJy mif- . 
managed. 
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nanteedi in this ^buntiy before noV. 
Charks Uie Firft thought he had A cleat 
right to it, afi<t Ic^ his head in contending 
for the honour and dignity 6f it. James 
the Second thotight he had it; bat finding 
bis miilake, not quite too late, had time 
to run away with his head on his fhouldets; 
Neither of thcfe dignity-mongers had reve- 
nue enough, or pofts fufficient, to ^cure a 
majority of Lords and Commons for luc- 
teen fucceffive years, wanting thofe wealthy 
refources that have fince flowed from Co- 
lony trade. Now, fome other people, on 
a plan of confederacy, think they havd got 
this myfterious gift of fupreme power, and 
poflcfs it as infallibly as, fome centuries 
ago, the Pope did bis fupremacy over iM 
the Princes of Europe. But though King 
John was a beaft of burden, that groaned 
and fubmi'tted to the load, Harry the 
Eighth, with the good liking c£ his peo- 
ple, broke the bridle, and threw the wan- 
ton rider, who reafoning like a rafli groom, 
thought a man might at all events be 
itrenger than a horfe ; or a proud indivi- 
dnal, by artful impoHtion, be more power- 
ful than a whole people; Many examples 
in hiilory have fhewn us, that nations may 
be foand very tractable, gentle, and ufefiil, 
as the generous ftced, chearfuUy fubmitting 
to their rulers, whilft they find them ufing 
thcif fupcrintcndance with moderation, ' 
and 
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and apparently for their good. But when. 
Mt. Groom cuts the good beafl; fhort of 
hi? allowance^ and capricioufly lords it 
pver him with whip and fpur^ till hia cou-> 
rage and relcntment are thoroughly roufcd, 
the groom or ruler may find his error when 
it will be too late to corred it. ■ The gc- 
i^^ral difrelilh for this ruinous civil war^ is 
notorious from this circumftance, that the 
jfleet and army are obliged to be recruited 
with conv^Q jelom" " I hope (faid Hor- 
tenfius) this evil, as it is really a dcJpe* 
pxx. one, cannot lafl much longer. Things 
, are now come to fuch a crifis, that it is of 
little ufe to look back, except for the pur- 
pofe of knowing what enormities we fliould 
guard againfl in future, feme of which ap- 
pear fo plainly now, that one cannot help 
wondering at the blind ftupidity of a peo- 
ple who could be guilty of fuch errors, not- 
withflanding th^ir intention of keeping a 
watchful ^nd jealous eye on the condui^t of 
their chief magiftrat^s, whofe infatiable 
ambition is evermore exciting them to raife 
tjieir power into defpotifm* King Williana 
the Third, who was bred a foldier, thought 
fif nq v^ay of arriving at his point, hot by 
^n ^rmy of his countrymen. The people 
of England being of a like opinion, mor- 
tified bim to the utfnoA degree, by not 
permitting l;iim to keep even his Dutch 
guards, on the m{ixim of *' principiis okr 
' ~ ' ' Y Sa, 
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/?tf, Icnip .tjic eyil in the bud." Their fops, 
of narrow view, in indolent imitation of 
their Others, nayc ever fincc grumbled fpr 
form fake* ^g^ind landing' armies, but 
have bafcly fuffered the Crown revenue to 
be increaled, till it can pepfion a majoritjr 
of their trufttses, can hire an army of fo- 
reigners without confi)l^ng tbepi, and or- 
der their penfipners to vote th.eir legality 
gfterwards." 

During this difcourfe Mr. Pounce, who 
had for me moft part held a private con- 
verfation with a gentleman on his right 
hand, and had afio, m fellowflup \vitH 
him, toffcd off many bumpers, nbw hal- 
loo'd out, " Succefs to his Majefty'g arms, 
and d — n all rebels 1—d— 1> all rebels 1-- 
eh 1 Mr. Architrave !" at the fame ^m^ 
ftretching out his left arm to clap Archi- 
trave on the {boulder, he loft his balance, 
fell off his chair, and catching by Archi- 
trave, pulls him down along with bim, 
and both rolled, bellowing, under the t£|- 
ble ; upon which his bottle friend ftam- 
mered oi!it ** Zounds, this is a da — da — n'd ' 
bad omen ! the champion o'th' Ex- 
chequer has dropt off bis perch; and oh, 
woe'to the new buildings ! Architrave fol- 
lows him in his downfall !— A d — , dam, 
4am bad omen !" 

I, having an utter averfion to d:unkea 
jokes, took the opportunity of this confu- 
fion to make my retreat. 
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frr U M B E R xxr. 

tbdif WEST-INDIA MERCHANT. 
SIR, HcrefordDiirei Sept. 5, 1776. 

YO U ifecni to be a well-meaning fort of 
a man'i and therefore ought to be fet 
right. Let mfc then tell you, you and_ 
^our correipondents are taking a great deal 
of trouble to np purpoie. You threOi ia 
your clbajts. You want, forfooth, to make 
the nation believe, and particularly fquind 
aV us country gentlemen, that the war 
with America will ruin the Weft Indies in 
the firft place, and Old England . in tha 
taext. It may b6 (b, or it may not be lb, 
for aught I know. But you fee plainly 
the nation does not mind you ;'and believe 
me the country gentlemen are intent upoii 
what they think their owii bufincfs, of 
iheir pieafures, without giving themlfelvea 
any concern about you or your prophecies. 
What fignifles all the noife you make about 
the land-tax and poor rates ? My eftates 
are lett, clear of all deductions whatfo- 
eyef. S6' much for Old England, As to 
the W£ft-lndies. I am forry to hear that 
any of their fugars (hould be taken. But 
that is a misfortune not to be helped. Our 
men of war are all bufy in prptcding the 
army that is gone to conquer Americaj and 
even that, you know, is more than they 
Y 2 can 
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can do, as fevcral of the tranfports have 
been pick'd up notwithftanding. No won- 
der then the rebels, for ai^ of parliament 
rebels they are for certain, (hould lay hold 
of fome of your (hips. However, wc are 
now to hope, that one year more at fartheft. 
will put an end to your danger; and may 
humming crops for many years jnake you 
amends ^r your lofTes. 

I could fay a great deal more upon this 
matter, but I cannot Ipare time from the 
partridges. You will do as well to give 
more of your time to the counting -houfe, 
and let us leave the bulinefs of the nation 
to his Majefty's Minifters. 

I am> your bumble fervant, 

A Cotr^JTRY GSNTLEMAH. 
TotheWEST-INpiA MERCHANT. 
SIR, Wedminfler, Sept. 4, 1776. 

THE love of one's country, however 
facrificed by the individual, in particular 
inftances) to intereft or ambition, is a ru- 
ling principle in every nation. The fame 
fpirit prevails in every divifion and fubdi- 
vifion of the people towards the fellow 
members of fuch refpeftiveclafsor focicty. 
You fee it, not only in £he foldier and the 
gownfman, in the liberal profeflions and 
the mechanical arts, but it condefcends to 
ipread its influence through the club atan 
fllehoufe. 
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alehoufe. It is the affeiftion of the com- 
ponent parts towards the aggregate whole; 
a Ibrt of brotherly kindnefs, which pene- 
trates like the ruH, into the heart of a 
placeman» and gives hitn a ftrong bias ia 
favour of his companions in otHce. 

Do not reject, bir, in furprife, the cor- 
refpondcnce of a placeman 1 He is, in fc- 
cret> a fincere well wifher to your caufe. 
The American war is as deftru£tive to his 
fraternity, as it is to your friends. He 
fees the perquifites of many a poft moll 
miferably curtailed. He knows of a match 
broke off, becaufe the gentleman's income 
was found to be half the value he had iet 
forth. It had been ellinuted honeiUy at 
the old rate ; but the American war broke 
out« blemtflied his charai^er, hurt his for- 
tune, and robbed him of his miftrefs. 

But this is not all the mi£chief to our 
body from the American war. A great 
number of employments, from the highefl 
value to the loweft, are upon the point of 
being annihilated for ever. If the Con- 
grefs make good their pretentions to inde- 
pendent^, and they appear to a£t with a 
conBdence of fuecefs, farewell to all the 
pofts and places in the North- American 
department ! from the Princely Governor 
io his palace, to' the humble waiter upon 
the quays at the Cuilom-houfe, they may 
take a final leave of that continent. The 
Honour- 
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tomsrlia^iA'g nothing fo colliCd; are atre^/ 
tvturned fo England, with their bo*rit4 a'rtd 
ifctfir baknccSf. Their Excellenciw tfatf 
Governors, having nobody to goVcVn, artf 
embarked', arid ready to. follow. 

Thfe long train muft be provided' for a(f 
bo«i«> I>amfecurein a batenr place for 
life ; bflt iV grieves mc to (nink, hb* ifia- 
tty of tht brotherhood maH: ride dbublfc, 
or fie two in' a bed. 

We plabeinen. Sir, rriuft haVtf a d<*r^e' 
of iMtiiteiV &i 6ne fhape or dnbtfifc. W6' 
CtjfilA' rtot haw been plaxremei^ utithout it ;■ 
ahd \im are elleemt^d as fait fticnds t6 ad- 
dklniftratioit. You ou^hf to have cidled 
Upon us to affifl you ; not indeed as peti:- . 
tiotttr^' for peace to Ring or Parliaiheht, 
that wouldhave bcch too flippcry a ilcp ; 
but we and- our patrons could have done 
rtiuch good- in' our own way, by perfonal' 
fbggeftions and private remonftrances. 
Vour party too were fenfible of our confe- 

3uence. In- reckoning up Ae bchcBts of 
le fogar colonies to the mother countty,- 
you tell the Houfe of Commons, quaintly 
cAbugh putting it indeed, of " the falaries 
and profits of the officers appointed by gb^ 
vwnmtfnt for the fupcriqtcndancc of the 
Wefti^Indiea :** Neverthclcfs, you have 
taken no notice of us. 

Ihave 
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I ^aiveit from audioFi;^, d}^ttbe Scofic* 
^ATf of State (6t America, ha^ plac^ ^t hU 
(lijippial to the amount of y^^e^Ql. ptyft^. 
The Treafory has not lefs. SuppoTe thooDf 
at a venture, equally divided bstweeo 4hf 
continent a^d the iilands ! this will fi:)fisy 
pur people how much we ^ay# Ipft ; hi^ 
iet u^ look at what we h?ve 1(^, only as ^ 
pieafiire to eilimate hptv ijo^d) feoiaip^ ^ 
^9w piuch ^fsre is ftU} ji^ jec^af dy. to -^r 
t'uh or to be pre&ryed. Lot us thsfi por 
(leavpur to hii>der the Mipiflers ifpiy 
throwing t^e helve after t^e h^qhefj let 
£very m^n of i^s diligently, ^Ufio' fi^ovf r^y^ 
}i\l^ the mple upder ground, go <0 vqr^ 
join^diatejy, to bfipg ^hpitf. fi^ a pfacf 
.with '^c poptiae^t, as n^ f^ve. |f^ |j^ 
iflf>»ds. 

J retn^n, Sir> your hvm^lc fervan^, 

A Placeman.^ 

I MUST beg Je^ve to inform the 
Country Gentkman, that I never troubled 
myfelf about the afi^rs of the nation, till 
the untoward management of them fo di£> 
ordered the bufinefs of my counting faouft, 
that I was compelled, to look into the pub- 
lic caufe of my private injury, for which 
I made my apology in my firft letter (Lon- 
don Evening, January 9.) But though 
this gentleman exults In his own fafety, 
having 
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having left his eilatc for a neat rent, clear 
of all taxes and poor's rates, let me tell 
him, if from his partridges he can fpare 3 
little time.forreflcaion,that notwithftand- 
ing he has feemingly itifured his income,, 
yet if the times turn too hard for his ftrm^ 
ers, who in this injiirimci are his under- 
•mritirs, his parchment fccarity will be of 
little avail; and he muft then come to feel ' 
In his tnm, a fliare of that calamity, which 
does now, in the firft mftance, fall on my 
correfpondcnts the Sugar Colonifts. 

My friend the Placeman will fee I do 
not rejca his corrcfpondence j I think we 
have been favoured with letters from two 
or three of his fraternity before. But ad- 
mitting it may be as natural for a place- 
man, as for any other inhabitant; when 
the houfe is in flames, to cry o\it,fre! 
firti yet I could wifli to ice theft gentle- 
men put their l^ands lincerely to the buck- 
ets, and to the engines that arc to extin- 
goiOi it ; for though they ii)ight not have 
intended,' or have expected, the mifchiof 
Hiould have fpread fo far 'as it has don?, 
it was certiinly through the means of their 
venality, that our inceudiariea were fuppli- 
, cd with the combullible matter f^pm vvhich 
the conflagration is raifed. 

Tbi mji-hili» Mircbmt. 

A CARD 
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ji CARD /s YZ. 

New Lloyd's, Sept. 7, 1776. 

*rHE Weft-India Merchant returns 
CompHments to Y. Z, thanks him for the 
communication of his projeft of a new 
theatrical entertainment for the army in 
America ; but having little jkill in fuch 
matters, recommends him rather to advife 
tvith the facetious Mr. Foote, whether to 
«ntit}e his little piece, HarUquin Gtttfral, 
or Harlequin Admiral', thinks, however, 
a coup-de-main, after nineteen days, is too 
eutr}, even in farce.— Let him a£k Horace, 



NUMBER XXII. 

Mr. Miller, Lloyd's, Sept. 24, 1776. 

Ttl E finie weather of laft Sunday in- 
duced me to take another repaft with 
toy friend Hortenfim^ where I arrived fomfl 
minutes before- any other company. He 
reproached me gently for flipping away fo 
abruptly the laft time, as he wi(hed to have 
tnade me better acquainted with his Scotch 

friend. Captain Fl r, and afked me 

how I liked him ? I faid, " very much in- 
deed, for in thcfc times it is rare to find 
fuch fentiments in gentlemen of that coun- 
try." «* Oh, (faid he) when the fun 
7i fliinos 
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Ihines only on Tories, you muft not expefl: 
to fee many Scotch Whigs about Court ; 
however, I am glad you are pleafed with 
him, and that you are come here to-day, 
for I expedl him at , dinner." Soon after 
feveral other gentlemen dropped in, and 

among them Captain F r. Dinner 

■was' announced ; wc were near a dozen at 
, table i and when the cloth was removed, 
a ftiort time paffed over in feparate conver- 
fatiuns at different parts of the table, till 
fome obfervations on the laft news from A- 
merica feemed gradually to engage the ge- 
neral attention. " Be that as it may (faid 
a grave looking old gentleman) I am hearr 
tily forry that our arms have been foiled 
at this paltry and ill-judged attack •; the 
dit'grace of It will be added to, vhat many 
people call the iniquity of the caufe ; and 
which, efpecially if wc continue? to be un- 
fortunate in our military operations, will 
brand our nation with eternil infamy !"^ 
" I fee no juft caufe for that,- (faid Cap- 
tain F ) it is no difgrace to Briiiffi 

arms, to be foiled by Britilh arms; nor 
does it lay the brand of inhumanity and in- 
famy on the whole British nation, becaufe 
fuch iniquitous meafures have been, and 
are purfued by a 'Junfo. The Britifh na- 
tion is not confined to the purlieus of Weft- 
minfter, nor even to this ifiand, though 
the moft profligate and corrupt part of it 

•.The mircarriagc of the attempt on Charles- 
town, S, Carolina. 

re fides 
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refides here, and is often to be found col- 
leifted in one corner of the capital. The 
public opinion repeated daily in all parts 
of the kingdom, both viva vocr, and in' 
print, the record of which will reach the 
reft of the world, and pafs to pofterity, 
ftews, that thcfe wicked and detected mca- 
fures are the projeds of a few foolifli 
knaves, unhappily in poffeffion oi -ways and 
means -fufficient to bribe a majority of the 
Jormal part of our governing powers; and 
though it is well known, that the numbers 
of thefe efficient yi).-»i/7/ rulers, who, un- 
der the influence of bribery, have brought 
us into this dilemma, are not above Ave 
hundred perfons, yet ihe great majority of 
upwards of five millions of men, being 
only the materials of power without yir/r, 
and who, as far as they entertain any opi- 
nion at all, arp of a contrary one; have no 
other remedy to take, than thq ratio ulti- 
ma', which mdeed, though it has feldom 
failed to palliate, if not to cure, is a dread- 
ful .remedy, and therefore not ventured 
upon above once or twice in a century." 

'' While the Captain was in this difcourfe, 
I obferv^d the greateft part of the com- 
pany (to whom he was unknown) feized 
with wonder to hear fiich doiSrine from a 
Scotchman', and I heard fomc of ihtm 
■whifper their aftoniihment on that head to 
their ne^t nsighbours. " But, Captain 
Z 2 (faid 
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(faid Hortenfius) though the American part 
of the BritiOi nation have applied to the 
ratio ultima^ I apprehend there is no great 
danger of our uQng that tremenduous re-r 
medy here."--—" An, my friend, (faid the 
Captain) bine ilia lacbryma I there was a 
ttmei when having this remedy always at 
hand, wc prevented the growth of the. dif- 
eafe. A learned kinfman of mine delivered 
his fentiments on this bead very clearly, 
when things were beginning to go wrong 
about the end of the laft century *. ** 4. 
ihink (faid be) no limitation on the power of 
princes fo effential to the liberties of the people ^ 
as that which places tbefword in the hands of 
tbe fubjeSi : Where it is otberwifet the mo- 
narchy becomes tyranny j nor can tbe power of 
granting or rejujing money t ibougb '{jefled i^ 
thefubjeSiy he afufficient fecurity for liberty, 
where a jianding mercenary army it kept up 
in time of- peace ; for he that is armeDj, 

IS ALWAYS MASTER OF THE .PURSE OP 
HIM THAT IS UNARMED." — *' But, Cap-. 

tain (faid the old gentleman) is it not 
equally true, what a kinfman of mine 
wrote alfo fomewhat earlier in the laft cen- 
tury, that ■f' Power fcltoiDs Property;; for, aft 
furedly, he who is mafter of the purfe, 
will always be able at his pleafure to hiro 
^ band of armed bullies." — * I do (an-* 

• FJetchcc'i Political Works, 
t Harrington's Qcuna* 

fwerecl 
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Twcred the Captstm) readily admit, that 
both propofitiops arc, or may be occafion- 
ally Uue ; that is, the purfe may engage tbt 
f-jBordt and tbefwordtnay command tbe purfe j 
againil which dangerous powers, either fe- 
perate or united, in. the bauds of a weak 
or wicked Prince, there i& only oae anti- 
dote, and that depends more on chance 
than on human prudence." — ** And pray, 
(faid the old gentleman) what may that 
be ? for where both purfe andfword are in 
one hand, I conceive it will be next to im- 
poffible to cure the evils that may flow 
from fuch a conjunction j but if a people 
keep the power of the purfe in their owi^ 
hands, may they not force the Prince t3 
dilband the army for want of pay ?'— 
»* Sir, (faid the Captain) I believe wo 
{hall hardly be able to produce any inilance 
where the people, though apparently hold- 
ing the purfe, but having indulged the; 
Prince with the habitual command of ac^ 
army, have ever been afterwards able to 
deny him either the one or the other, un- 
lefs fortune furnilhes them with the anu-* 
dote I have mentioned} that is,, the oppo-> 
iition of an univerfal ^a j/i^ tpinion; for, as 
my kinfman has further remarked, *' If Ot 
fianding army is once ejlablifhed under a pru- 
dent Prince, wbo m<^ have been difcreet and 
moderate in the ufe of tbem, they ivii/ be able 
to continue themfelves under any fooush 

PRINCE, 
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FRINGE, ana ready to commit any violence 
be may jet them upon ; Jor, as their exigence 
and prejerment depends on bis favour, they 
MUST DO ALL HIS WORK, OR STARVE." 

* A celebrated general officer has lately 
confirmed thejufliceof this prophetic fen-r 
timcnt^ when making an apologetical pro- 
feUion of his a^ive and paflive principles 
to Parliament, .and feparating the foldier 
from the patriot, he faid, he quieted his 
conicience for taking up arms in this civil 
war, by leaving the caufe of it to be fet- 
tled between God and his Prince."—** Sir, 
(faid the old gentleman) your antidote, 
public opinion^ 1 allow, is a powerful one, 
when it can be adminiftered ; but very 
rarely, I am afraid, imppffible to be bad 
as often as it is wanted. It is true indeed, 
though James the Second had by good ceco- 
nomy created both a purfe and an army, 
yet, I believe, public opinion contributed a 
great deal towards making them both ufe- 
lefs i for, in the end, the army mouldered 
away without fighting. But what effedi 
has public opinion had fince that event ? To 
how many fquadrons of cavalry and bat- 
talions of infantry and artillery, has oui^ 
peace eftablifliment been raifed Jince the 
peace of Ryfwick ? It is nearly doubled 
within my own remembrance ; that is, 
fincc the Hanover acccffion. And, Sir, 
during all that time, your antidote, puhUc 
opinion^ 

• Sec Parliamentary Regiflcr, Vol. I. Page 252. 
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Opinion, has, from dozing at iirft, fallen of 
late years into ib found a fleep, that I tbink- 
it will never awake to any good purpofe in 
my time."—" Mr. Harrington, (iaid Hor- 
tenfius) don't defpair ; though it has been 
the will of Heaven to fend all our hoftllo 
invaiions, plagues, and noxious weather 
from the Eaftward, yet, on the other hand, 
it has wafted us vigorous health, and many 
folid comforts on Weftern gales, and more 
may ftill come to us from that quarter, not- 
withftariding the prefent dark profpcdt : 
Let us acknowledge, that the kindnefs 
we flicwed the diftrefled Hollanders, when 
groaning under the tyranny of Philip the 
Second, was in fome meafure requited by 
their adding ftrength to that public opinion, 
which relieved us from the intended tyran- 
ny of an obftinate fool. ' Our countrymen 
in America feem determined to keep both 
/•word and purfe in their own power. Pub- 
he opinion appears to be broad awake there, 
and flemming ths torrent of opprefGon at 
the firft gufli. Precepts in theory, we all 
know, have feldom much efFe£t on human 
conduft, either private or public, but are 
very convincing when joined with recent 
examples. I fay. Captain, let us Jook to 
the weftward ; if we have foftered our 
countrymen in America, in their days of 
feeblenefs, why may we not expeft fome 
^nd cetqrn from them, a(;cording to their 
abliiiies ? 
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abiKties ? They wHl not, I truft, be left 
grafeful to us than Dutchmen. Perhaps 
they may teach us to be more virtuous and 
more happy 1 Perhaps they may furiiilh U9 
with the means ! Pefhaps their vigorous 
admonitions may excite, in the hearts of 
Dur rulers, fomc latent fentintents of pru- 
dence and moderation, which liiay open s 
Vfxy to oor amendment, for 1 (hould hope 
our cafe is not yet beyond a remedy." — *• 
i doubt that (faid Mr. Harrington) unlefs , 
it be luch as may arife from a convuliion $ 
£or the blood-thirfty addrefles of the con- 
tra^rG aiid miniftcrial hirelings, having^ 
1)Mn gntcioufly accepted arid blazoned forth 
in the Gazettes, while the petttiohs and 
remonlb'ances ibr peace, and a change of 
itteafures were difregarded and iifduftrioudy 
fupprefied, has thrown a fil^it glooftt ovet 
the minds of all faoneft men ;. To that, I 
apprehend, fc^ly i« hotv left at fuU liberty 
to range without cMitroul."-'--" Well, is 
ndt this (faid HoTteafius) is not this the 
exaa c<spy of what was prai£lifed by that 
wife Prince, James the Sfecond ? If fuch' 
fmuggled aiyrejes covAd he depended on as 
the true expr^ion of puSIic opimon-t he 
fliould have been perfectly fafe in his mea- 
fures ; but after fuch a notable inllance of 
ill fuc^fs, is it not wonderful to fee fuch 
a paltryartifite relied on, in the fame coun- 
try, a fccOTid time ?"— " But pray, (faid 
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Mr, Harrington) what grounds ard there 
for the reports we hear or a Provincial Jket 
engaging a fquadron of our ihips of war in 
the Weft-Indies ; and what are we to think 
of the appearance of their privateers off 
Lifbon, and perhaps in the Channel ', and 
of a fleet of line of battle fliips, which, 
they fay, they are preparing for next • 
fpring ?---" Ohj (faid the Captain) a little , 
time muft clear up whatever is now in 
doubt ; but give me leave, Mr. Harring- 
ton, to aik yon (as you feem to qucftion 
the powef and efficacy of my antidote) 
what effoft do you fuppofe Admiral Hop- 
kins's fquadron would have on public opi- 
mm, if it was now, in conjun^on with 
fome European ally, hovering on out* 
eoaft ?' 

Harringiort. ** Why, perhaps, the fame'^ 
as the Prince of Orange's fquadron bad. 
When it ancored in Torbay." 

Captain. " And what do you fay that 
was ?" 

Harrington . ** Why, truly* I agree with" 
what Horcenfius has fajd juft now, it gave 
ftrength to public opthion ; its immediate ci- 
ft&. was,- that it prevented a great deal of 
hloodfhed, by bringing King James very foon 
into the fame opinion with the majority of 

his fllbjedtS, THAT HE WAS NO LONGER 

FIT To GovEkN THEM ; and Under that 

peifuafion, he very peaceably took himfclf 

A a . away. 
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away. And however fome people lament- 
ed his obftinate bigotry and blindnefs, which 
prevented him from forefeeing his danger, 
and changing his meafures before it was too 
late; (as I amperfuaded an enterprising 

FOOL CAN NEVER BE MATERIALLY 

mended) I think it was a great happineft 
for the nation, that his blind obflinacy was 
perfifled in, till his condition was irre- 
trievable." 

*' Mr, Harrin^fon (faid the Captain) I 
thank you, you have anfwered me very 
candidly ; and on my part, I muft acknow- 
ledge, that as James had collected a mer- 
cenary army, public opinion alone, without 
the appearance of the Dutch fleet, might 
not have mads fp fudden and fo happy a 
Rev<ilution !" 

Here, Mr. Miller, 1 muft interrupt my 
narrative of this converfation j perhaps I 
may give you the remainder hert-after ; at 
prefent I can only fpare time to write a line 
or two in anfwer to the inclofed letter. 

To the WEST-INDIA MERCHANT, 
S I R, Canterbury, Sept. 12, 1776. 

As you fecm to be engaged in a good 
caufc, and 1 doubt not with an honcft in- 
tention, I am forry to difturb you with a 
remark that may put you out of hu- 
mour with yourfelf; but unlefs you can 
mend yoQr hand, I think you may as well. 
defift, and leave room for a more- vigorous 
champioq. 
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.champion. Your fine fpim fancy, of at- 
tacking meafures inftead of men, is no 
better than cutting flouriihes on the air; for 
if you really expeft to be read, and to keep 
your readers awake, you muft, inftead of 
cutting and lla{hing meafures, cut and ilafli 
jhe individuals who are the authors of thofe 
mealures. I remember, when I was a boy, 
prizefighting was itill in vogue; then it 
was, that Englifhmen were taught courage 
by ocular demonftration ; and well alfo do 
I remember, that we were never amufcd 
or fAtisfied, unlefs we had blood for our 
money. Take this hint, my good fellow, 
and let rne fee you lay about you like a 
n)an in earneft j cut me out the bowels of 
^ bute ' or if any one prefumes to ftand 
before him, be he who he will, cut hlih 
up too, and fliew us his name in black let- 
ters ; elfe, upon my word, I Ihall no lon- 
ger be ar the expence of your humrdrum, 
while I can be as efFeflually put to fleep by 
Heyiirti Ccfmograpby, Stow's Chronicle^ or 
^obinjcn Crujoe. 

your'«, 

OLIVER Knobsti?^. 

I readily agree with Mr. Knobftick, that 
if my papers were more frequently feafon- 
ed with perfonal fatire, they would appear 
more brilliant, and be more entertaining 

A a 2 * "' ■"'■ 't* 
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to all thofe w)io read chiefly for thefr 
amufement. But this has been very cDm- 
pletely done by geniuCTcs of the firftclafs.; 
and to what end ! The fame fyftem of im- 
politic and unpopular meafures have been 
purfucd without interruption. I do not fee 
any probability of finding, amo/ig us, a fet 
of heroes likely to be moved, 6ven by a 
Junius, to rife up, at the hazard of their 
lives and fortunes, in order to wreft power 
out of the hands that hold it under the in- 
fluence of the nationai purfe, and the pto- 
tet^ion of a fianding army i nor do 1 know, 
that among all thofe, whofe ranks, fortunes, 
and qual ideations, entitle them to Aand 
forward, there are twenty men at this iitat 
to be found, who are likely to agree in any 
one hone^ and well digested plaq ; there- 
fore, being myfelf only an humble man of 
bufinefs, my defign, and niy Vfiih, as ah 
occafional writer, is no more than to keep 
open a mode of communication, whereby 
my friends, and all real patriots, by moot- 
ing points, may warn each other, and 
thofe who either are now in, or may here- 
after come into power, againd approaching 
dangers j and likewife, if p.)ffibie, collctt 
from their advice, fomc found political 
principles, whereby fuch dangers may be 
avoided. 

A predileiflion for y^//" occupies too great 

a portion of the human heart, to fuffer 

tho 
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ifhe ;gBhferaKtjr of men to do ir$thtj weuM he 
tfoneirf', and this felfilh fchtiment «rf the 
individiial, hjrethefound^ioniforthefelfift 
Y>"'ncjple of a whole narion. Wherevef 
this feTfrfli .feptimcnt or principle predomi*- 
nates, it is furdy a vice ; and I may venture 
*o fay, this vice is the chief, if not folfc 
caoie of the origin and continuance of th« 
rafli conduit, which b^ given afatal {hock 
to the united intercfts, the ftfehgth, andthc 
profpcrity of this tnipirc, and even WOW 
threatens its difiblution. 

Tie Wefl^In^ MerchanU 



NUMBER, xxnr. 

Mr. Miller, i8tb Oft. i.776. 

IN my letter of the 24th ult. (Sefeljon- 
don Evening, Odober 8.) 1 gave you 
fome expedtation of continuing my ac- 
count of the table converfation the laft 
time I dined with my friend Hortenfius. 

I remember I left oif, Juft when the 
fervant brought ip the coffee.---" Gen- 
tlemen, faid Hortenfius, don't be diAurbcd 
"at the appearance of the coffee fo early; it 
need not interrupt, or interdiil the rites of 
Bacchus, to thofc who prefer the juice of 
the grape to this Lacedemonian troth ; but 
] pro- 
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I promirrd my old friend, , Mr; Crawford, 
(who, by living long abroad, has acquired 
fomc habits, not eafily difpenfed with at 
his time of life) to indulge him with it, 
in bis own way, wilhout moving him from 
the convcrfation of the table "—-'* Blcfs 

roe, faid Capt. F r, is that my old 

friend Mr. Crawford ? I am heartily glad 
to fee you." 

Cra-wf. Yes, Johnny, it is your old 
friend, who has been very attentive to your 
difcourfe; but, by your not finding me Q^t 
fooner, 1 fufpeift that eighteen years have 
made a confiderable alteration in my figure ; 
while you look fo frelh and fo young, that 
I kenned you perfeftly by your countenance 
as well as by your language and your fcnti- 
mcnts J for I find the notions infufed into 
you from your infancy, by your mad Wtiig 
uncle, flick by you ftiil. 

Capt. I am glad you do not fufpeft tnc 
to have loft either my honcfty or my un- 
derftan^ing. 

Cra-wf. J^o, no, Johnny, I perceive you 
are juft as wild in your politics as you 
were, when I found you among the Dutch 
Patriots at Amfterdam, fomenting si rcvo- 
iution in favour of the Prince of Orange, 
and exhorting them to take that oppprtu-p 
nity of reviving their ancient militia laws, 
never to truft the defence of their' liberties 
to any arms but their owri, and in their 
military 
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military capacity to ele<3;, according to an- 
cient right* all their magillrateSj as well 
as their militia ofHcers, annually. Do you 
remember that, Johnny ? 

Capt. Yes, my old friend, I remember 
it very well j and often have I lamented, 
fince 1 Taw, in the fundamental rights of 
the Dutch, the German and the Swifs Re- 
publics, fo much of the original principled. 
oi oxaown regal commonweaUb ; I fay, often. 
have I lamented, that the ignorance, the 
indolence, and, 1 may add, the bafe and 
ill-advifed avarice of firitons, had furred 
the ftanding defence of their country, their 
laws, and their liberties, to be transferred , 
from their own arms, to thpfe of merce- 
naries ; fo that, in reipe<ft of any power to 
aflert their conftitutional rights, if anim- . 
portant occafion fliould require it, the 
bravefl Spirits in the nation are almoft as 
iniignificant as women. In the Soutby 
there is, indeed, the name of a militia j 
but left it ihould have either credit or au- 
thority, it is by law, in every rank, made 
inferior, and to be commanded by the 
mercenaries. Could a greater aifront be 

fiut on a nation, who call themfelves 
reemcn, and where the Prince is legally 
xhtjer-uant and Pensioner of the people, 
than that the armed Jla-oest or mercenaries, 
of that Pensionir, ihould command over 
the militi* of ^rined freeipcn, fwvipg \tx. 
their 
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tlMir ewe |Mpfom, and at t^r cUvn 6x- 
pcoce^ But M is finguferly unfortunate for 
thft credit of modtefi* leafning, th« while 
Europe is becoming more enligbtenedy 
fyAems for rooting out the remains of ei- , 
vU )ibeFty> m order to reduce mankind to 
fliwefy umJef eight or nine defpotic heads, 
arft formed by- H*6fc- very gcn-i^es-, whofe 
impi^ovcd ^lents fbo^ld be employed to ad- 
vance the pcign of freedom and phiJolbphy f 
But behold the Britifb Americans ! 

Cr^wJ. Hoot' away, mon ! Do not talk 
ai^ mak of tbofe fiUhy- rebles, that havC 
made aU this ntilchtef, without any juit 
cawib Of pravocation i 

Gapt. My dear friend, tfeoft pobp peo- 
|rfit never difputed the high faperintending 
authoFi^ of the nMtropolitan councils, ' 
v^ijc that authority made ilfelf rcfpedablci 
while it waa fopported by- fair, conftitu- 
tioiiat argument, and white its requifition; 
aad injunAitms, equitably framed, were 
tranfmitted to t^iem in fm and ink only. 
Btot wheft thc^r parent fcnl her orders. 
with hullet and Bayonet-; when two paltry 
regiments were leot to irritate Bofton, and 
t©- teach thofc peaceable peafants to know 
thcM- own- ftrength ! it was thofe meafurcs, 
thofe fa^al meafures then, that provoked 
rebellion I^ — Hoftilis faiieroccurrit, et on.ma 
turhat! — But even then, what did thcvr 
more than weaty us, year after ycaf, withr 
hum- 
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humble petitions, complaining of the in- 
fringements of rights euabliflied by ufage 
of above an hundred and fifty years, of a- 
boIiOiing and breaking through their charr 
tcrs ? To thefe petitions, what anfwer did 
the jilma, Mftler give ?— Was it delivered 
by the muflcetry, at Lexington— -from the 
mouths of cannon at Sunker's-hill,-— or 
was it confumed in the flames of Chiles- 
Town ? — ^is taliafando, temperet /— 

^rmiJf vifh /erte drma 

., ' •' . — 'Nunquam omnes mcriemur inuUit 
And can any man, who has heard theie 
fa(Ss, call this an unprovoked rebellion ? 
But elpecially, my friend, can it be pru-. 
dent in us Scotchmen, who, under the a£t 
or charter of union,- enjoy all the com- 
mercial benefits of Engliflimen, while our 
fmall proportion of taxation may fairly be 
called an exemption ? I fay, is it prudent 
in Scotchmen to cry up this new-faftuoned 
doftrihe of fupreme parliamentary power, 
of breaking up and de{lroying old founda- 
tions, charters, and ancient ufages ? Let 
us remember that fagacious warning of our 
James this Sixth, and not be fo forward in 
making a rod, that may, by and bye, be 
employed to whip curjelves! If this new- 
fangled fupremacy may be applauded for 
trampling on privileges, fandlined by ufage 
of ICO yc^rs, what fecurity can we have 
B b for 
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for the articles of our union, not yet feventy 
years old ? For in cafe they (hould be at- 
tacked, and that we Hiould pretend to dis- 
pute the right, might not the HeiQans and 
Bi'ufifwickers be called in, under the^r- 
mal proptiety of precedent, ttf he the arbi- 
trators of the difference between us ? 

Cra'tof. D ri the Heffians and Brunf- 

wickcrs, what ftiould they have to do with 
our laws ! 

Capi. My dear friend, let us not be de- 
luded and entrapped by the llaviOi cate- 
chifms of placemen and pcnfioners ; for, 
as I believe, it could eafily be proved, that 
a hungry Exchequer might profit more by 
a parliamentary reform in our articles of 
union (now fincc the extenfion of com- 
merce and luxury in our country) than 
by the moft compleat conqueft of Ameri- 
ca} to which might be added, pkulible 
reafons to (hew, that the prefent articles 
are not beneficial to die community at 
large, though the indulgencies enjoyed un- 
der them, have been very advantageous and 
lucrative to particulars, among whom none 
have had a belter fliare than your family-— 
I fay, let us be cautious, left the Ameri- 
can projeft of finance failing, wc bring 
the ftorm on our own heads j for all the 
I Tory arguments, though rotten and falla- 
cious, as applied to unreprefented America, 
will be found and irrefragable when ufed 
againft - 
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agaittft us. And I am forry to Cay, as too 
many of our countrymen have indecently 
countenanced the meafure of overturning 
the chartered rights of America, we could 
cxpeft neither favour nor compaflion from 
others, if we fliould fall under a like op- 
prefTiop. 

Crawf. Hoot, man, do you mind what 
you are faying ? Do you make no diiFer- 
cnce hetwesn a paltry charter, and the moft 
folcmn aft of Parliament, upon the faith 
of which our union ftands ? 

Copt. Yes indeed, cozen, I acknow- 
ledge the legal difference to be very gfeat ; 
for every legal charter is irrevocably valid 
againil the grantorf whilft the grantees, 
perform all the duties and conditions pre- 
fcrtbed in the grant. But an a£t of Par- 
liament, be it ever fo folemn, can never 
prevent the next Parliament, or even the 
next feffion, from repealing, or altering it, 
at their pleafure. 

Crawjf^. The devil's in you, Johnny, for 
an obftinate cafuifl ; you were always too 
many for me in argunient, ever fince yoij 
were, twelve years old. But what would 
you have us to do with thefe d— d rebels i 
For, asmy friend Will. Murray faid, // is 
no matter how the difpute began, they are 
now our bitter enemies t arid we muft jubdu^ 
tbern^ or tbey t^Hlfubdue us ! 

B b 2 Capt. 
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Capt. Oh, Mr. Crawford, yoa talk of 
my cafuiftry t but this is fuch cafuiftry, as 
dgre not look juftice in the face! Stifcly, 
cozen, your friendfhip with WillMurray 
is of late date, you did not own or laffoft^ 
-it in former days j nor would the' princi- 
ples you then profcfled, allow you i6 ap- 
plaud a^s of injuftice, becatffe they were 
inHidted. and might be maintained by the 
hand of power. 

Crffwf. By my faul, Johnny* you are 
very tcazing : I fay, things being as they 
now are, what would you have Os tp do ? 

Capt. Make peace. ' . .- .j 

Cra'jsf. Well then j and for what elfc 
have we fent an army there, but to inalu 
peace as it ought to be, fwofd iti band! 

Capt. ** Malce peace, fword in handP*-. 
My good co'zen, I know this to be the lan- 
guage of your new friends, and delivered 
as a maxim, on which they think the 
world mufl applaud their wifdom and their 
bravery. But what can give a more (Hf- 
tinguifhing mark of foblifh conduft, than 
the mifapplication of maxims, and mif- 
takiug fpecial for general rules. Wir be- 
tween independent Princes or States, may- 
well be carried on, till peace can be com- 
pelled, fword in band; becaufe the primi- 
tive condition of the parties was admitted 
to be equally independent of each other; 
nor did the declaration of war alter that in- 
' indepen- 
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i^epeodeiTcy. But in a avH wari th6 p^- 
niitive condition being u&eqiial, the one 
liipertor, the -other {by legal compad) de* 
pendent, .the inftant ^he iwoni a dravm; 
the Ipequa^ty is fuipendod^ and thejr maSb 
remain qn terms of ibdcpendency, While 
«ver the. war is contin.aed{ and if the rD- 
volterg, «itlicr from their jiainbtrs, their 
fituation, or other tail&s, are fo Arong as 
to miake the i^e of the contcft doubtnil, 
it will be manifefSy their iaterefk tDado|Ft 
the inaxbn oi maktag pace fwird m bonds 
bccaiifG ib.long as the itvord is unQieathedv 
Jb long are tbey independent, ^sxvi in a &i 
tuatiodthbmoft lytaly jdq obtain & peace on 
^jdvantageons teimis : butitisabft^tely the. 
r^erfefor tbat|)arty whfi hope (xmcover 
tJHeir foiUier iovercignty, . wim the 'ii&ec^ 
iions of their fabje^s > becauib Aaa itie- 
tbod can never procifre' peace ^ thcm^ ex* 
ccpt eitfaer b^ renoitncing their fovereignty, 
'or by an abfolote ccniqMeft over fubjeds, ufl- 
coriditionally at their mfircy, who will never 
'forgive the injary, and'who' will conf6quent> 
}y revolt on the firft occafion. 
'■ Cramf. Well, Johnny, what would yoo 
be at now ? ]f yon won't kt us -make peace 
Jwordin bendy would you have us purchafe 
a peace by our fubmiffian, and fo becoo3G 
^ir Hibjedsj inftead -of their being iiib- 
jedls to U6 f ' 
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Capt. My good friend, can you fee no 
middle way between thofe two extremes ? 
But give me leave to- afk you, have you 
ever taken &e trouble to examine accu- 
rately what you mean when you fay, our 
fidjeBst and f%Aje3 io us? Suppofe the-' 
conqueft, we ai|n at, was now compleated, 
aiid the abje£t ftate of the conquered, fet- 
tled under the itxefiftible compolfion of a 
mtlitarygovemmentf theexpenceof which, 
oil circumftances cbniidered, would cer- 
Gunly exceed any revenue that could be 
xiifta on them ; what ihare of this Ibve- 
reignty would you feel yourfeif pofTefTed 
of, what benefit could you, as & Britijb 
iandhrdt derive from Aich a ccmqueil, and 
fuch a confequent fubjeftion, or could you, 
fuppofing you were forty years younger, 
with your fortune in money, he induced to 
go and live under it ? 

Crawf. No certainly ; and I own, when 
I faid tmrfubjeSis, I only followed the vul- 
gar phrafe, without any more diHint^ idea, 
than that of being in the faihe degree of 
fubjeAion under the fame laws with our- 
' fclvcs : But you have opened my mind to 
a diiFerent view of their c(Midition. How- 
ever, let us defer the difcufiion of this 
point till another time ; and only tell me 
now, how you think this unhappy differ- 
ence may be compofed ; for really in its 
pr^fent ftate, the difficulty, of making any 
good end of it, fccms almoft infurmount- 
able. 
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able. And tell us alio whether you don't 
think it theintcreft of the rebels to make 
an early fubmiffion, -which mzy obtain 
them better terms than they can hope for 
by a longer rcG^nce ; as in the nature of 
thingSf they, who are oiily a rawt umJtfi- 
ciplined, ill armed, nA inexperienced rab* 
hie, muft be conquered at laft, by io great 
a force as we employ againft them. 

Capt. My dear friend, I ihall endeavour 
to anlwer you, to the beft of my judge- 
ment. In the firft place, we muft not 
coofider a civil war, fuch as this is, be- 
tween a fovereign ftatCi-afTerting its unli- 
mited power, on one fide, agd a great re- 
volted nation at 3000 miles diflance, on 
the other, complaining of untedrefied 
wrongs, and endeavouring to emancipate 
themfelves from what they think flavery $ 
I fay, we muft not confider fuch a civil 
war, as being of the fame nature with x 
war between any two fovercign powers, or 
Princes, for in this latter caie, the quarre?, 
or caufc of the war, being rooft commonly 
derived from the ambition, or refentments 
of the Princes, or their minifters, while 
their civil fubjei^, (una£Fedcd by die 
caufe, but aggrieved with the expences 
attending it) are generally wlihing for 
peace; it fo happens, that when the army, 
on one fide or the other, is totally routed 
or well beaten, the vanquift>ed Frince^ be- 
coming 
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cbmtng mote ikmbiti a^ more reajoaar 
i^t obtains a peau'e as well s he' canf 
but ilUl rexnaiBfi. a Kiqg ; far whatever tha 
pfEsce cofts, the poor fubjo&a nutft pajr it ;< 
^icquid detirant regeft pieSuntur Jklivi t 
But in Ihch a civil contcDtion 98 1 have de- 
fcrihed, the war on tiie part of the Prince^- 
gruvoiit. to» and evoR hefted hy his peace- 
able fubjoi^t (who are allied in bleed, and' 
CQQned;ed in intereAs with the revolters,) 
being carried on merely by his creatares ami 
a mercittory armjt when that is beaten, 
dure is generally an end of hie caufe and 
bis fbvcreignty oser the revolted people,, at 
leaft until he can fend a new army, if hs 
can be ahle To to do ; on the other hand, 
the revolted natiDB* contending, not for 
damnion over others, but to prejerve them^ 
ie{ve& ftom what they tcrm^S^/ry, (a canfa 
lliat interefls every individual in tlw qutr- 
seU) depend not on the fcanty numbers of 
ft m^ircenary army, but extend their mufler 
roUr to the whc^e of their natdon, acquir- 
mg d^pline and experience from time; 
la that die lois of a battle, or of an army, 
(efpecially in an exUnfive country) is not 
die loffl of their c^uli;, which, . aSefting 
titt whole, will ftill be maintained by the 
wbcle, and defcndol to the laift man i and 
now armies, like the heads of the Hydra, ' 
will O^iQg up ill fuccefOon, as fad as they 
are cut oS, The hiilories of the revolt^ 
Swifs 
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SWirs aAd Dutch, and their lucce&ful efta.^ 
blifhmeats as independent commonweal ths, 
give us Aich clear. and well attested exam-^ 
pics in fupport of this opijiion, that I 
think Inecd fay nc more, on that head, ex- 
cept t6,obferve^ that . fuch rebellions are 
very difi&r^nt, both . in theiT: nature and 
confequen<cQB, from that abfurd one which 
happened in, our country in 1745 j for 
being raifed uAder th? ftandard of a Pre- 
tender, , it met With no countenance or fup* 
port, except diat.of a few deluded vifion- 
aries j but, on the contrary, was deteAed 
by all wife apd honeff men ; who were no 
vfjxf inclined to reprobate their popular prir 
vUege of ele<Sting their chief magiftrat?', 
hj exchanging a moderate ruler for an ad- 
yenture'r* who, impudently claimed a title 
to the crown by Bivine right. 
. Crawf. Well, Johnny, but ftill the grand 
difficulty remains; how will you make up 
the quarrel ? , . , , 

C^t. In .truth, that is, a difficulty I ^f 
they, who have hurried us into, and ma- 
na^, this Wat hitherto, could condef- 
cend to acknowledge, that they are now ia 
a temper to piirfue the meafures that were 
reconlmended, and to of^r fuch terms as 
would have been accepted a year ago, they 
xnight perhaps find out that the loHes we 
have fuffered, and the waAe of treafure, 
during that unfortunate period, were ea- 
C e ttrery 
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tirely owing* either to their ill- timed pri^, 
and their blindnefs in not feeing things in 
their obvious light, or ta their obftinacy 
in purfuing fuchhopelefsand rmnoiis mea^ 
furesi tKerefore» in order to know whM 
they had beft do now, I would advife them 
to form thtirjudgmenCc^the futurOj from 
the experience of the • paft, dnd to affiipo 
themlelves> tbat in all nttoian probability^ 
events of much more alarming importaactt 
vrill be brought on the (Hge, during ih* 
aSing of this war, henceforward, with a 
cataftrophe that may involve ihc greatdl 
mnong tbeiA} but which, a well timed 
humility and moderation may yet, per- 
haps, avert. 

Crawf. By my foai> Johnny, you ai* 
talking as if you were gifted with the fe- 
cond light ! 

Capt. No, my friend. I boaft no foper- 
natural gift; but he muft be very Ihort 
lighted, who does not perceive it i$ both 
the intereft and the inclination of our ri- 
vals to maintain the independency of Amb- 
rica, and to prevent any friendly reconci- 
liation between us ; thereby to cut us off 
from that fource of wealth and power, by 
nteansof which, we baffled the defigns of 
the family compa<ft laft war, and humbled 
the pride of the greateft powers in Furop*. 
Craivf. Well, but Johnny, admitting 
thejafticeof all yout reafoning, how are 
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m to arrive at the dciireable point> how 
make the^ peace ? 

Capt, fiy adopting a mcaAire agreeablft 
to tke prudent counfel of the old Samnite, 
Harennms ; by: treating the Colonifte with 
luodnefs and humanity, if we mean to fe- 
cum the friendOiip of a people, who now 
iJppcar to be a great and powerful nation j 
though, not having yet got them into the 
Caudme.Forkst it is not ia our power to 
adopt: his LaltematiTC,- of putting them all 
to death. Ta' be plain, 2 think, the'iirfl: 
gCK>d ilep, and the beft w^ can now niake, 
js flail to adopt the advice of the Britijh 
Uerdmiut; bprd Chatham, withdraw 
THE TROOPS} it is the Only means wc 
liftTO left, to gain their confidence, and to 
perfuade them' we intend to treat with them 
eqintabiy and fincerely. fiy thol^ who 
^ave not elevation of mind fufficient to 
pvercojnc-the little pride of feW" conceit, 
^his advice may yet be treated with the fame 
fontempt as it was when firft oflfered j tho* 
I fuppofe, there are few, now, who do not 
fee, tnat, had it been then Euloptcd, it 
would have faved our honour, our biood, 
and our treafuce j it would have prevented 
the cffeds of our folly, difgrace and mif-. 
fortune \ At prelent, we certainly have no. 
otlier probable means of coming to an 
amicaMe league of perpetual friendHiip and 
brotherly compai^; the geoeral terms of 
C c 2 which 
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which can> now, hardly, be extended fur- 
ther to our advantage, than by admitting 
them to be as free and independent as our- 
felves, gilding to the Americans in Eng- 
land, all the rights of an EngliihmaD. and 
toan EngliOimah in any province of Ame- 
rica, all the rights of an American; but, 
J apprehend, we muft no longpsr think of 
interfering with their internal laws or ^nan-i- 
CCS, nor even with external rcgulatioDS of 
trade, excepting fuch as may be fettled by 
mutual cdmpatft ; and under an accommo- 
dation on this iinuile ground, nothing^ buf 
the perplext abfur^ity of our Cuftom Houis 
laws, could prevent' tis from enjoying a 
more beneficial commerce with America 
than ever we did before. ■ I do not, 'how-* 
ever, expert this problem will be obvioufly 
clear to every one, as a demonftratioD' in 
fad can not be jgiven^ till genius^and ho^ 
pefty have the f3e direction of the Ex^»^ 
quer; aild in the mean while a demonftra^ 
tioa in words would be tedious and nfelefs. 
If pride and reientment Ihould objed to 
this plan <^ accommodation, «& giving up 
too niuch i reafon and moderation may 
anfwer, with wifhing we could be fnre 
that at this tin^e we had, re^ly, any thing 
to give i their be{l hopes of obtaining fuch 
good terms being in the remains of natural 
a&dion, which may ftill exift in our Ame- 
rican brethren, if wc make haftc to cherifli 

".,..' it. 
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it, before it is turned iiito another channel. 
I^overbs are vulgar expreflions, but as the^ 
iare the feleft offspring of common fcnfeV 
I will ventiirc to quote one; for what catt 
more aptly chara6:erife our prefent condi* 
tion than the old adage of grasp all^ 

LOSE ALl ! 

Crataf, Well, well ! Johnny, but, per- 
haps, things are not fo bad with us yet 
as you fcem to t!hink I 
' Capt. Perhaps not, and I heartily hopo 
not i but furely we may reft in this opinion, 
that it wilt be better to endeavour to form 
a great, permanent regal commonwealth, 
thati by aiming at defpotifm (over fuch im- 
menfe tracts, which, if it could be eflg- 
Elifhed, would be impoilible to maintain) 
to riik the lofs of what may ftill be in our 
power, together with the ruin of the whole 
cin'pire \ •* I am entirely of your opinion^** 
faid Kartenfimi *' but though, the great 
perfons wbo have the direSion of the& 
important alHrs, are probably ^$ humble, 
as moderate, and as knowing; now, as 
ihey^Hiould have been two years agoj yet, 
I fear, they are ftill, at leaft; one year be- 
hind 'the -necclTapy degree of humility, 
moderation,' and knowledge, requifite on 
this great occafion ; and'that they are likely 
fotQ continue, always a year too late in 
thel difpofition of mipd, proper to bring 
tfaisbuunefs to ajiappy conclufion, till all 
' their 



■,Google 



their ef&rts and qll their offeta'.may be 09 
guajly in vain !" . Here eyeiy one WOfi imr 
patient to fpeak ; ;a general approbation of 
th^ Captain's feqrtiments enfuedi and, even 
Crawford hlmfelf was brought. pver tq 
tfaem, owning candidly his remorse for hiv-r 
' ing been gulled into an errpneoiu opinion 
bythe artifice pf a worthlefB fellow, ani) 
fitJeogtib damned Will. Murrayj is a ib- 
phiftical, petty-foggiog pld raical. few hav* 
^ig attempted to deceive and trepan hin^ 
^ntp his devililh Tory Fa&ioa. 

The company ?»&, and I took, my leave. 

^be WeH-huiia Merchant, 



. N U M 5JE;B. XXIV. . 

. Mr. Miller, Saturday^ Mar(A 14, 1778. 

IM U S T trouble; Jroa once mor^ and 
for the lall time, to give a general an- 
Ivrer to many correfpondents, whole faj«. 
vours I have not iiad leifure or.fpirits to at- 
tend to lince 06;ober 1 776. a difmal interval 
of feventeen months^ The manifold dif- 
trefles, confequences of the American war, 
whichj about that time begun to.accamuUte 
on our Weft India planters* eogrofled all my 
thoughts i for, aluiough ' to view my pro- 
fits on paper, they appeared to be higher 
iban 



D,g,l,7?<lT,GOOglC 



^ati tirtf, ytt, vrhcn t cbn^cttdt ikitiii€ 
plantations of my correfpoiidcnts were thd 
only funds from which I was to be repaid 
my continaal and increaling advances ; that 
their offers were every day captured, 1^ the 
tnragcd Americans ; that their negroes were 
ftarving, or rebelling, for want of food, 
and that upon the whole, their exjpences, 
for fundry neceflary articles,, were now 

frown beyond their abilities, to fupporl^ 
thought It high time to withdraw myfelf 
from m undertaking, which, however fair 
it might' feem upon paper, I had reafon td 
fear, might turn out a loiing game in the 
conclufion, efpecially if pumed any fur- 
ther. The r^lt of this confidcration was, 
to withdraw myfelf and my fortune from 
Trade, and from my native country, and 
renouncing the fecming advantage of ti^ 
CTcafing my wealth, I dccnicd it moft pru- 
dent, in.tnefc precarious times, to.conteitt 
myfelf with ufing my bcft means, in order 
to fccute -what, the balances on my hooks 
fhewed me, 1 ought to have. 

The conflift in ray mind is now nearly 
over i I liave prepared every thing for my 
voyage; and 1 have even recollefted «f 
dream without a thock. Let this be my 
apology to the bulk of my correfpondents, 
whole letters having been on temporary' 
fubje£ts, and of no confequence now, I 
have committed to the fiames. Of thefe 
follow- 
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&>nowT&g, rectived within afi^w ^ys^' i- 
ihall take more particular notice. 

To the WEST-INDIA MERCHANT.- 
SIR) Kng'ft armst Coroliill, Feb, 25', lyjii 

WITHO'UT doubt, the Well-India Mer-^ 
tiant, in behalf df his correfporidehts, the 
flakt'rs (whofc interefts have been motd 
effc&ially hurt by this mintlierial ivari thail 
thofe of the United States) will be one of 
the foremofl in figning the petition, libW 
preparing td lay before Parliament *. 

I am; Sir; yoi^r's; 

V INDEX: 

, THE We^ India Merchant prefents com^ 
.pliments to Vindex, and though no man 
wi^es more than he does, for a fincere 
change of meafures, and to render the fuc- 
eels pf thofe meafures more probable, for 
ah ei&£tual change of men alfoj yet com- 
mon prudence forbids him to ^randifh his 
feeble and naked arin> in the ^ice of an un- 
chained lion ; and therefore, from a fenfe 
. of his dcfencfclefs condition, the Wefi-ln- 

dia Merchant is determined not tojigk^ but 

to run. 

* A Petition to remove tbe Minifters. 
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T»theWE9T-INDIA MERCHANT. 
SIR, tloji'a co&e-hODft, Feb. xy, 1778, 

I T is notorious, that the Weft-India 

trade alone has loft aboye a million Jieriingt 
by captures, in lefs than two years ; that 
pur merchant veJeU are now under a necef- 
fity of going to Tea •without convoy, becaufe 
the navy of Great-Britain, exhauftcd hy 
endeavouring to defend fotnething called 
digttityy cannot fpare fhips to proteB tho 
national commerce ; that the Minifters have 
iecretly given to fom^body an abfolute mom- 
pcly of all the ru>n in the Wcfti-Indies ;^ 
that, conformable to order, the Gi^uernort 
of the Iflands have publiftied proclama- 
tions, forbidding all private traders to takfl 
any run>, on their own account, to, fell to 
the navy or the army, or to. any towns pof- 
fefled by the King's forces in America, 
withdrawing and rcfufing their licences iot 
that purpofe, though contrary to the letter 
and fpiril of an aft of Parfiament, in or-r 
dcr to keep all that commodity for tho 
pre-emption of the ccntraBors i fo that the 
planters, under the neceflity of taking 
whatever thcfe monopolifts fliallbe pleafec^ 
to offer, may expedt to part with their rum. 
this year, at about 306,000!. lofs, to the im-*, 
mediate emolument of the conttaSfors and 
iiitirjriendsi which proceedings, I think, we 
D 6^ inai 
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tnxy juftly call making war on the ^ugax 
'Colonies, without a declaration, Nor can 
we doubt, whether the inhabitants of thofe 
iflands will no^ ihortly begin to deliberate 
on which hand they fuffer moft, by the 
fword of (lie United Statest or by taqj^^n 
of their ipothpr's C^btT^et Council? 

What fatisfa^ion t^as the public gained 
by the i^ir that was made cDiicprning the 
fum contraft of laft y^r ? If in the face 
of that reprefentatfpn, and even pending 
^e fliam enquiry, the fame contrail \V3S 
again privately jobbed to tl^e fame perfons, 
at the fame rate ; ^nd, at the fame time, 
this new fcbcme of tt^e pre-emption is 
ftrupk out, as if the 4"iplc contratfi was. 
not fufiicient ; fpr it is not fuppofed, that 
Mr. A. and his friends have made much 
above one hundred and fifty thoufafid 
pounds by all his former jobs an'^ ipoii-^ 
trails during this war> whereas this lail 
lays the probable ground for making up 
the million. -^But, Sir, perhaps I am very 
improperly addreffipg this to youj for, 
why has the Weft India Merchant beea 
£lent for more than a ypar pafl ? Has hq 
alfo felt the comfort of a ^ontrad f 



I am. Sir, year's, 

A PLANTER. 
THE 
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,- THE Weji-lndia Merchant has only 1^4 
fijre tQ inform his correspondent, the R'aii-i 
Urt that in his cftimation, tlie general fi- 
tuation of public ^airs is become too fe- 
rious an(i alarming to attend to fuch trifles, 
^ hundred thoufands* 6r half millions* 
iacrificed tp contratSors. The Weft-India 
Merchant fees the whole fabric in moft im- 
minent danger, and the body of the ftatc 
ready to ^all into bonvulfions, uncertain 
whether the paroxyfm will end in diffllution 
or reliprathn. He does not pretend to 
foretell, on wKat part' the tliu rider of aa 
i(nvafioa will fall, oii Great-Britain, on 
Jrelan4 on the Eaft, or on the Weft-In- 
dies i but as he has engaged fo much of 
liis property on the fecarity of the laft, htf 
tiiinks it material for his intereft to convey 
hiqifelf thither by the firft opportunity, 
not troubling his head much about convoy,' 
or whether he arrives 6rft in I)6minica, 
or is conducted to Bofton. The little re- 

tard £hewn to Wefi- India property, on thii 
dc the Atlantic, gives hiiii reafon to fup- 
ppfe, our great men don t care whether 
thofe iflands are preferved to thiff ftate, or 
pafs to fome other; therefore he wiflies to 
be, either where bis propert]^ lies, or in a 
plate where he may negociate with ratio- 
nal people concerning its preferVation ; and' 
he thinks the Planter ought to be of the 
fame opinion. 

D d a" Tdf 
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"To the WEST-INDIA MERCHANT. 

S I R, "Coco* Tree, Feb, 2I, 17718. 

I S the tyeH^India Merchant dead^ Of 
bankrupt, or iilenced by a coritra<a *? Wd 
have heard nothing of him for near a ywf 
and an half. If none of thefe cafuafties 
have happened, let us hear from you Oncc 
more. Many events have fallen out, pretty 
pearly fuch as you foretold; wher<fforeI 
could wifti to fee your fcattefed leaves col- 
lefted into a pocket volume. I thihk your 
fubjeds will be better underftood now, that 
we are near the end of the play, and the 
cataftrophe coming on, than when yott 
gave them ; for according to the doftrine 
of your new acquaintance, Mr. V\-^ — r, 
public opinion is rapidly, coming about; 
wherefore, I think, fuch a piiblicatloa 
would be both useful and agreeable at this 
time, . particularly for the peace-commif- 
fioners, to read during their voyage; it 
would contribute to give them fome notion 
of the real nature of the difpute we have 
had with our American brethren, and 
mi^ht induce them to entertain fome tole- 
rating and rational ideas of men, who pre- 
fer equity, common fenfe, and common 
hojiefty, to Court fenfe, bontotit and the 
arts of gamblers. 

A KING'S FRIEND. 
THE 
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l^tiS ^(U'lttdia Merciamrhts ikctSk 
Mtir to Acquaint bis old corrsipond«nt, iha 
JSa^'s Friend, that he is neither dead; 
bankrupt, nor confraSiar, in the odiontf 
modern fenfe j but to avoid a bankrupt<fy> 
he has thought it prudent to coniraU his 
fails, before "the rage of the "approaching ■■ 
fioi^m fiioahl put t^st remedy out of his 
power. In plain Jan^u^e, he has difp^d 
of'liis'htiCnefs to bolder undertafeers tlui^ 
htmfelF, and is pn the point pf .departing 
from -this countr;y, perhaps never to return* 
$s a Wejl-lhiia Merchant \ for he owns* 
lyherehis .ifiealtb is, there elfo U bis hearty 
and though he mud eyer grieve for the ruin 
of his native .country, yet nature requires 
that he -ihould, if poffible, fave himfelf 
from thei£)r«i. Public Qpinkn, itas tnjs» 
is rapidly changing; but, ala;! not till 
the_/Zi|]phasy/raf^,^nd is entirely furround^ 
ed with rocks and Sreaiers / 

A& to his fcattered leaves, he has not the 
vanity to call himfelf an author, being only 
the compiler or collcdlor of the opinions 
bf other, and more ;dble rneii than Hinifelfj 
howrever, he will carry theiji with hitn.i 
they may be better underftodd and relifli- 
cd on the other fide of the water, than ia 
Britilh Europe. They are top tranfatlan- 
tic> and too Hat/ for a fublime and elevated 
people, whofe afpiring minds, unlliackled 
by rigid rule^, «re nobly ^cinated with 
whimfical titles of honour, dignified by 
ribbands 
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ribbands and befpangled Jtars;' bth'eil'wrie; 
it cannot be doubted, but that Mr. MiUef 
would fcadilf gratify the difire of this wcv* 
&y correfpondent. 

Mr. Miller, and gentle, refers, adieu, 
from your friend, 

Tbi fTefl-IhiHa Merchant. 

P. SJ t have juft received a note iroio^ 
■Change-alley, feemingly written in great 
liurry and aflbhifliment, ^o acquaint vaei 
•* that flocks are going all to ruin, and ihat. 
the Frdnch Minifler has odicially notified 
the alliance of his mafter With the United 
Stated of Ar^erica, and his acknowkdg- 
merit of their independency." . , 

This may overturn the whole fyAem of 
the budget, and may make an entire new 
arrangement neceiTary at the - Cockpit," 
where people chofe not to fee fill they 
could feel ; but it will make no alteration 
in my intended plan of retreat. This 
thunder ftorm has beesr clearly forefeen by 
myfelf and my friends for three years paft, 
and many of us have felt it feverely at fea 
for near two, though the warming influence 
of an affluent Exchequer has kept all the 
neighbourhood of St. James's and St. Ste» 
phen's, in a ftate of happy infcnfibility 



hitherto. 



FINIS. 
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